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Well, that summer seemed to go on 
forever, didn’t it! Even with the World 
Cup on, and Ryan and the boys back 
in training in the middle of June, 

it still feels like it took an age for today to come 
around.

We welcome Hoddesdon Town to Wadham Lodge this 
afternoon for what will be their first ever Essex Senior 
League game. Despite appealing the FA League 
Committee’s decision to move the Hertfordshire club 
sideways, Town become one of the four new clubs in 
our division this season. There’s also one name change, 
as Wadham Lodge FC have become Leyton Athletic.

After finishing last season on such a high, I know 
Ryan and the boys have been raring to go. Ryan has 
brought in Craig Pope and Lee Flynn as his assistants. 
The latter will be familiar to most of you, having 
played for us in a couple of spells over the last two 
seasons. Craig has a wealth of experience, and was 
playing for Harlow Town in the Bostik Premier just 
last season.

There’s plenty of familiar faces on the pitch too, 

as a large number of last year’s squad have signed 
up for a crack at promotion. Jack Leachman and 
Kubilay Akbayrak have also returned to the fold, 
strengthening the number of local lads we’ve got in 
the squad, which can only be a good thing.

At the League’s last committee meeting, this 
programme was crowned Essex Senior League 
Programme of the Year 2017-18. This accolade was 
achieved in no small part thanks to the numerous 
contributors to the programme, particularly those 
who help week in, week out: Andy Perkins, Charlie 
Ward, Steve Howe, Graham Larkbey, Tony Brazier, 
and David Chapman. The award is as much theirs as 
it is mine.

So from here we’ve got 38 league games to look 
forward to, and at least five cup matches. It’s going to 
be a long, tough season, but I’m fairly certain it’ll be 
more enjoyable than the majority of the last one.

I’m just happy to be getting away from doing DIY 
every Saturday...

THE EDITOR
ANDRZEJ PERKINS

@tweetperkins
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So here we are still in the Essex Senior League 
after a nail-biting end to last season. Over 
the last decade or so, we nearly always 
seem to endure a closed season of turmoil 

- change of manager, or, change of Chairman, the 
usual massive player churn and on a few occasions, a 
change of ground.

Even compared to some of those turbulent seasons, 
this closed season could be viewed as a seismic series 
of changes.

Manager Harry Houdini, otherwise known as Ryan 
Maxwell is still here, but we have managed the 
following sine the relegation saving win against Ilford.

In no particular order, we have changed our name to 
Walthamstow FC, installed a new Chairman, changed 
our colours (slightly), and seen our squad transformed 

from a set up where one or two players had made 
appearances at Isthmian or ESL level, to one that has 
players of thousands of accumulated appearances in 
senior non-league football.

Lets take each change at a time and start with the 
name change

I understand why it was done, in order to connect 
to the local area and hopefully generate a bigger fan 
base - I am a great believer in try something to see if 
it works.

But, I hope we go the whole hog - not just change our 
name and badge and adopted a few catchy slogans 
like Your Community - Your Club. We need to go at 
this full bore - get out to the community and project 
ourselves, otherwise it will be so much wasted effort.

THE TREE SURGEON
CHARLIE WARD
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My one reservation is that those people who have a 
rather long knowledge of non-league football, will see 
us as a reincarnation of Walthamstow Avenue FC, we 
are not, our lineage goes back to Leyton FC/Leyton-
Wingate/Leyton Pennnant, prior to our name being 
changed to Waltham Forest.

Walthamstow Avenue sold their ground along 
with their soul to join up with Ilford/Leytonstone 
and Dagenham to become the hybrid that is now 
Dagenham & Redbridge.

Our Chairman, albeit in an acting capacity, is Andy 
Perkins and I cannot think of a better person to 
hold that position and certainly if the appointment 
becomes permanent, it will be rightly deserved.

I don’t know about the acting bit, though - I was in the 
school play with Andy at Ruckholt Manor and I was 
not impressed - have you seen his Macbeth?

The change in emphasis on players is not totally 
unexpected - most people agree that you need 
experience to get out of the ESL and we have got it in 
shedloads.

Ryan has brought in James Peagram a promotion 
winner in the ESL in two successive seasons - let’s 
hope he gets his hat trick with us.

At the back, we are no less experienced, with former 
Harlow Town skipper, Craig Pope signing and for a 
third time Lee Flynn, who, I would estimate, has more 
senior appearances than all of our other experienced 
players, put together.

The clever thing that Ryan has done is, he has brought 
in Craig and Lee, who has worked with many times 
previously and is good mates with, as his back up 
management team, Craig is player assistant manager 
and Lee, player coach.

All of the experience and contacts that all three 
have, has to be good news for us in recruitment. We 
have also managed to re-sign, some of our stand out 

players from the final games of last season

Rheo Josephs, who has proved a most versatile player, 
down the left flank, Gus Douglas, a tower of strength 
in the centre of defence, James Harkin in goal and 
Josh Brimacombe-Wiard, who both played vital roles 
at different ends of the pitch, Chris Lecointe, who 
looked good in the games he played in the run in.

 Jack Leechman is back for another spell in our 
colours, he impressed when he first arrived and played 
in central midfield, but, has since proved adaptable in 
the back four, in the intervening years when he has 
played in the Isthmian league and the ESL finally, 
Christian Owusu, who managed on a goal inside the 
first 30 seconds of his debut and who, I am sure, will 
push Peagram for the role of top scorer.

He has certainly built up a fine reputation in the last 
few seasons and will add to our attacking options.

That line up looks really competitive to me and I am 
sure that there will be a few more quality additions to 
the squad before our game kicks off today.

The one downside of all of our recent well known 
signings, is that expectations go up, as does the club’s 
profile and every side will want to put one over on us, 
but, if we want to do well this season, we have to cope 
with that, which is something, I am sure that Ryan 
and his management team will have instilled into the 
players.

Our visitors today will be one of many to be facing us 
under our new label and we have not met them since 
the 1990’s when we met in the Athenian League.

I am sure they will find this season interesting, having 
been moved across from the Spartan league.

We hope they enjoy the experience and other than 
when they meet us, manage to have a successful 
season.

For us, it could well be one of enormous importance.
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After two positive finishes (3rd and 7th), Hoddesdon 
will have been a little disappointed with their 12th-
placed finish last season.
 
In a season marred by managerial changes, James 
Halsey resigned in January, with the former taking the 
assistant manager’s job at Ware. James Halsey and 
Michael Bardle took over, only to depart the club a 
month later, being replaced by Simon Riddle.

Goals were hard to come by, and top scorner Connor 
Scully’s 18 in 41 games put him some way ahead of 
the second-best 11 in 29 from Leigh Rose.

Only three wins in their last ten games put a bit of a 
dampener on the final position.

They were one of the last step 5 teams playing in 
the summer, when their game with Stotfold was 
eventually played on the 9th of May. A win for 
Stotfold would have seen them pull off a miraculous 
survival, but it wasn’t to be as they drew 0-0.

There wasn’t much to shout about in the cup 
competitions either. There was a 2-1 defeat to 
Haverhill Rovers in the FA Cup and a 2-0 defeat to 
Woodbridge Town in the FA Vase.
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TODAY’S VISITORS
HODDESDON TOWN

LAST THREE SEASONS

LAST SEASON

Founded: 1879 | Nickname: The Lilywhites | Manager: Simon Riddle | Ground: Lowfield

2017-18

12TH

2016-17

7th

2015-16

3rd
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LAST TIME OUT

COMMON PEOPLE

Waltham Forest produced a well-rounded mature 
performance to advance to the first qualifying round 
of the FA Cup at the expense of Hoddesdon Town.

It was a scrappy opening to the game, with neither 
side really able to control the game. Hoddesdon 
looked quick and dangerous on the break, without 
ever really forcing any clear chances.

And it didn’t take long for Forest to assert their 
quality. Jack Fowler floated a perfect ball over the top 
to Correy Davidson who controlled before firing in off 
the post in the third minute.

Ten minutes later Forest’s lead was doubled by 
Davidson finishing coolly past Luke Peirce, but it was 
Brian Moses who created the goal, superbly holding 

up a high cross before poking the ball through to 
Davidson.

The game was getting increasingly niggly and hotly 
contested, indeed eight yellow cards would be shown 
during the game.

Ross Clemo was shown a second yellow card after 
tugging down Moses when homing in on goal, though 
the yellow card was probably the softest of the total 
given out throughout the match.

Hammond rounded off a fine afternoon for Forest, 
rounding the keeper and rolling home in the driving 
rain after some quick passing from Prince Madu and 
Moses.

Waltham Forest 4-1 Hoddesdon Town
FA Cup Preliminary Round, 20.08.2016

MARK TWUMASI: Mark joined Forest midway 
through the 2014-15 season, part of a handfull of 
players brought in by Rob Patwell to try and save the 
club from relegation. He ultimately failed, and would 
be relegated again 12 months later, this time with 
Burnham Ramblers. He moved on to Hoddesdon the 
following season, where he made 23 appearances, 
scoring twice. One start for Hertford town in 2016-17 
was the only appearance made before starting last 
season with Aveley. He made his last appearance just 
before Christmas and hasn’t been seen playing since.

KARDAN CAMPBELL: Midfielder Kardan joined 
Forest at the start of the 2011-12 season, but was only 
really involved in the peripheries  of the team, making 
10 starts and a handful of substitute appearances. He 
was more successful up the road in Hertford, making 
13 appearances that season, and going on to make 159 
appearances for the blues, an almost ever-present. At 
the start of the 2016-17 season he made the switch 
to Hoddesdon, and featured in the cup tie with Forest 
that season. He has now made 73 appearances for the 
Hertfordshire side, scoring three goals.
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VISITORS’ HISTORY
The club was established on 14 April 1879 as 
Hoddesdon Football Club. In 1885 they were 
founding members of the Hertfordshire County 
Football Association and won the inaugural Herts 
Senior Cup in 1886–87. The club retained the cup the 
following season and won it again in 1889–90. They 
were founder members of the East Herts League 
in 1896, merging with Hoddesdon Wanderers and 
Broxbourne Club in the same year. In 1903 the club 
absorbed another club, Rye Park.

In 1908 Hoddesdon joined the Eastern Division 
of the Hertfordshire Senior County League. The 
division was renamed the Central Division for the 
1909–10 season, before reverting to its former name 
the following season The club finished bottom of the 
division in 1912–13, but were divisional champions the 
following season. In the inter-divisional championship 
play-off, they finished last. In 1920 the club was 
renamed Hoddesdon Town.

They were placed in the North-East Division for the 
1921–22 season following league organisation, before 
the league was reduced to a single division in 1923.

Hoddesdon joined Division Two B the Spartan League 
in 1925. They won the division in 1928–29, but league 
reorganisation meant no promotion and the club was 
placed in Division Two East the following season.

They were Division Two East runners-up in 1931–32, 
earning promotion to Division One. The 1935–36 
season saw the club win Division One, resulting in 
promotion to the Premier Division. However, they 
finished second-from-bottom of the Premier Division 
the following season and were relegated back to 
Division One.

After World War II the club were placed in the 
Central Division for the 1945–46 season, with a 
sixth-place finish seeing them earn a place in the 
Premier Division for the following season.

Hoddesdon were relegated after finishing bottom of 
the table in 1949–50, but were promoted back to the 
Premier Division at the first attempt.

They finished bottom of the table in 1958–59, 1959–
60 and 1962–63, but were runners-up in 1964–65 
and went on to win the league title in 1970–71, a 
season that also saw them win the Spartan League 
Cup and the Herts Charity Shield.

The club were league runners-up in the next three 
seasons, retaining the League Cup and the Charity 
Shield in 1971–72. In 1974–75 they were the first-
ever winners of the FA Vase, beating Epsom & Ewell 
in its inaugural final at Wembley Stadium.

The club left the Spartan League to the Athenian 
League in 1977, but when the league was disbanded in 
1984 they were refused entry to the Isthmian League 
as they did not have use of their Lowfield ground all 
year round, and instead joined the Premier Division of 
the South Midlands League.

In 1985–86 Hoddesdon won the South Midlands 
League Challenge Trophy, retaining it the following 
season and winning it again in 1991–92. The club 
remained in the Premier Division until 1997 when the 
league merged with the Spartan League to form the 
Spartan South Midlands League, with Hoddesdon 
placed in the Premier Division North for a transitional 
season; a fifth-place finish in the league’s first season 
saw them earn a place in the Premier Division the 
following season; the season also saw them win the 
Premier Division Plate.

In 2004–05 Hoddesdon finished bottom of the 
Premier Division and were relegated to Division One. 
A third-place finish in 2012–13 saw them promoted 
back to the Premier Division.

At the end of the 2017–18 season, Hoddesdon were 
transferred to the Essex Senior League.
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE

P W D L GF GA GD PTS
1 Great Wakering Rovers 40 30 4 6 107 29 78 94
2 Basildon United 40 29 5 6 83 29 54 92
3 FC Romania 40 28 7 5 98 37 61 91
4 Redbridge 40 28 4 8 97 56 41 88
5 Takeley 40 26 4 10 104 36 68 82
6 Clapton 40 19 6 15 64 62 2 63
7 West Essex 40 19 5 16 73 73 0 62
8 Sawbridgeworth Town 40 15 10 15 76 75 1 55
9 Enfield 1893 40 15 6 19 64 75 -11 51

10 Sporting Bengal United 40 15 5 20 69 87 -18 50
11 Tower Hamlets 40 14 7 19 63 78 -15 49
12 Woodford Town 2017 40 13 9 18 66 86 -20 48
13 Ilford 40 14 5 21 53 66 -13 47
14 Southend Manor 40 12 10 18 65 81 -16 46
15 Hullbridge Sports 40 12 9 19 69 97 -28 45
16 Barkingside 40 12 7 21 64 74 -10 43
17 Waltham Forest 40 11 9 20 62 87 -25 42
18 Stansted 40 12 4 24 54 70 -16 40
19 Wadham Lodge 40 10 10 20 66 102 -36 40
20 Burnham Ramblers 40 10 4 26 64 120 -56 34
21 Hackney Wick 40 10 2 28 48 89 -41 29

LAST SEASON’S FINAL TABLE

WEEKEND FIXTURES

Woodford Town Fri Leyton Athletic
Clapton V Tower Hamlets

Hullbridge Sports V Barkingside
Ilford V Stansted

Redbridge V Saffron Walden Town
Southend Manor V Enfield 1893

St Margaretsbury V Sporting Bengal United
Stanway Rovers V Takeley

Walthamstow V Hoddesdon Town
West Essex V Sawbridgeworth Town



FIXTURES & RESULTS
F-A Cmp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

Aug 4th Sat H Hoddesdon Town ESL
8th Wed A West Essex ESL
11th Sat H Walsham-Le-Willows FAC
18th Sat A Takeley ESL
28th Tue A Woodford town ESL

Sep 1st Sat H Takeley FAV
8th Sat H Stanway Rovers ESL
15th Sat A Hullbridge Sports ESL
18th Tue A Stansted ESL
22nd Sat H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
25th Tue A Redbridge ESL
29th Sat H Leyton Athletic ESL

Oct 6th Sat A Ilford ESL
9th Tue A Saffron Walden Town ESL
13th Sat H Enfield ESL
17th Wed H Barkingside ESL
20th Sat H Southend Manor ESL
27th Sat H Sporting Bengal United ESL

Nov 3rd Sat A Clapton ESL
13th Tue A St Margaretsbury ESL
17th Sat H Woodford Town ESL
23rd Fri A Tower Hamlets ESL

Dec 1st Sat A Hoddesdon Town ESL
8th Sat H Hullbridge Sports ESL
14th Fri A Barkingside ESL
22nd Sat H West Essex ESL

Jan 5th Sat H Saffron Walden Town ESL
12th Sat H Ilford ESL
19th Sat A Enfield ESL
26th Sat H Redbridge ESL

Feb 2nd Sat A Leyton Athletic ESL
9th Sat H Stansted ESL

23rd Sat A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Mar 2nd Sat H Tower Hamlets ESL

9th Sat A Stanway Rovers ESL
23rd Sat H Clapton ESL
30th Sat H Takeley ESL

Apr 6th Sat H St Margaretsbury ESL
13th Sat A Sporting Bengal United ESL
27th Sat A Southend Manor ESL

TBC A Southend Manor GBT
H Ilford ESC

All statistics complied by, and used with the permission of Steve Howe.
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A very warm welcome to one and all for this, the 
first League game of the new season under our new 
name!  As always, week by week this column will 
bring you top tips on where to find good beer on our 
forthcoming Away trips, plus updates on our local pub 
and brewery scene together with any other related 
items of interest.

Our first Away game this season takes us the short 
distance across town to Barking’s Mayesbrook 
Park stadium for our encounter with West Essex. 
Technically the nearest station is Upney, but if you 
don’t fancy the very long hike across the park there 
are frequent buses from outside Barking station, 
where you’ll also find two pubs side by side. Of these, 
the Barking Dog is much the better bet - a cavernous 
Wetherspoons with their standard offering of a good 
range of beers and food at very reasonable prices (in 
fact this is one of the cheapest ‘Spoons pubs around). 
Next door on the opposite corner is the Spotted Dog, 
which though a locally-listed building is sadly not what 
it was, though according to that essential guide the 
CAMRA Whatpub website (whatpub.com) it offers 
Bombardier plus a guest ale.  And that’s about it, 
though about halfway between here and the ground 
on Longbridge Road is the Royal Oak, a Greene King 
house which reportedly has real ale (no other details 
available).

Barking may be a bit of a beer desert, therefore - but 

the exact opposite is the case with the CAMRA Great 
British Beer Festival, which opens at 5 00 on Tuesday 
August 7th at Kensington Olympia.  Here you’ll find a 
truly amazing range of beers, ciders, perries and other 
drinks from all around the country and all around 
the world, with something to suit everybody.  Add in 
food stalls, beer-related stalls, live music, breweriana 
auctions, pub games and a great atmosphere, and 
you have a truly must-visit event.  As ever, the 
Beer Hunter and his lady assistant will be taking the 
opportunity to conduct some thorough and in-depth 
research (essential for this job). Full details at www.
gbbf.org.uk. The Festival runs until the evening of 
Saturday August 11th - see you there! 

NEW CLUB SONG!
To mark our first season under our new name, we 
have a new Walthamstow FC song, courtesy of 
our resident troubadour Graham Larkbey.  This is a 
follow-up to “Back To The Lodge”, which marked our 
return home after five years of exile in Ilford, so now 
we have not one club song but two (how many other 
clubs at our level can say that?). It charts our various 
name-changes down the years, and also namechecks 
other local noteworthies, including William Morris 
and Walthamstow’s very own underground rock 
legends, The Bevis Frond - plus, of course, several 
pubs. Snappily titled “Walthamstow FC”, the song 
- complete with singalong chorus - will hopefully be 
available soon - watch this space and the club website!
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History
Matters

on this day
1985: Football league launch 
not-so-super cup

The Football League had to react quickly to 
English teams being banned from competing 
in Europe by UEFA in the wake of the 
Heysel tragedy.

They inaugurated the Super Cup, a tournament 
designed to fill the calendars and coffers of the clubs 
who would have normally qualified for European 
competition. In principle, it was an admiral idea to 
solve a real problem; in practice it was a shambolic 
failure that achieved nothing.

Six clubs were invited to participate: Everton, who 
as champions would have been in the European 
Cup; Manchester United, the FA Cup winners 
denied a Cup Winners Cup jaunt; Norwich City, the 
(relegated) League Cup winners, who had earned a 
place in the UEFA Cup; and Liverpool, 
Tottenham 
Hotspur and 
Southampton, 
whose league 
positions had also 
earned UEFA 
Cup places.

To ensure there would be enough fixtures, the six 
teams were placed in two groups of three in order 
to eliminate one team per group. The remaining 
four teams would go on to knockout semi-final ties. 
However, all this resulted in was farcical fixture 
congestion. Liverpool and Everton both reached the 
FA Cup final and the semi-finals of the League Cup 
and had to postpone and rearrange several fixtures. 
As the Merseysiders would be the two teams to 
eventually reach the final, the denouncement to the 
Super Cup had to be held over until the following 
season - as the 1985/86 campaign could not be 
extended due to the upcoming World Cup in Mexico.

By the time Liverpool won the two-legged final 7-2 
on aggregate in September 2986, the tournament 
had already been shelved, destined to be a on-off. 

Everton’s supine display in the 
final ties may be put down to the 
(possibly apocryphal) story which 
has manager Howard Kendal; 
sending his team out for one Super 
Cup match having told them the 
whole thing was “a waste of time”.
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classic programme
david chapman

Welcome to a new 
season, a new name 
and old friends from 
Hoddesdon Town. For 

a period of five seasons (1977/1982) 
we met regularly in the old Athenian 
League, we were then known as Leyton 
Wingate. 
 
Our two sides last met during the 
Millennium year in the London Senior 
Cup, we were then known as Leyton 
Pennant. And now we meet again, in 
the Essex Senior League, this time as 
Walthamstow FC. 
 
So, an appropriate programme has to 
be the FA Amateur Cup Final played 
out at the old Wembley Stadium in 
April 1952. When Leyton challenged 
Walthamstow Avenue for the cup 
in front of a near record 98,000 
spectators. 
 
Come that lunchtime Walthamstow 
Market must have seemed near 
deserted as fans had made their way by 
coach, train and car. That would have 
included my dad and my uncle, but us 
boys were left behind.
 
For Leyton it was to be their thirteenth 
Amateur cup game of the season and it 
turned out to be unlucky thirteen.  
 
Despite being the better side, it was the 
Avenue who won by two goals to one, 
with the winning goal coming in extra 
time through Dennis Hall, who was a 
late replacement for Ron Horsley. 
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In the Leyton side that day were Ken Facey, who 
went onto captain Leyton Orient, and Len Casey 
who transferred to Chelsea before joining Plymouth 
Argyle. Leyton were captained by Ken Yenson, the 
only player on his side to be capped at International 
level. 
 
For Walthamstow Avenue they had the services of 
the England Captain, Jim Lewis, or ‘Little Jim’, to 
distinguish him from his well-known father, who 
played before the war. Also playing for the Avenue 
were Trevor Bailey, the Essex and MCC cricketer 
and Ken Camis, the first Australian to figure in an 
Amateur Cup final.

In this photograph we see Sid Sullivan, well out of 
his goal, with danger being avoided by captain Ken 
Yenson who heads clear. Also, in shot is left-back 
Ron Pullinger. Just behind Sid, at deep third man, is 
Trevor Bailey. An iconic photograph showing the sadly 
missed ‘Twin Towers’ of the old Empire Stadium.
Let’s hope that this year we make it back to Wembley 
Stadium.



THE EX FILES
Kenny was a journeyman goakeeper who had a brief 
spell with Leyton Pennant during the 1999-2000 
season.

An excellent shot-stopper on his day, but more than 
capable of a costly mistake – perhaps why his Pennant 
stay didn’t last all that long.

Chesham, 1998: “Kenny is finished with the club 
after that. We aren’t here to mess about. I warned 
people before the game that if they didn’t come up to 
scratch they would be out.

“He helped keep the club up last year but he also 
made some mistakes at the end of last season and I 
was on the lookout for a new goalkeeper.

“I have never felt embarrassed in football before, but 
I did that night against Brentford”, said Chesham 
manager Graham Roberts.

Enfield, 2001: “Enfield: Five minutes later, Pickett set 
up the last goal. Addai dribbled the ball well outside 
his penalty area, but his kick downfield was won by 
the Hendon defence. Pickett, from just outside his 
penalty area, launched a huge downfield kick and 
substitute Nartey chased the loose ball.

Addai went across to deal with the danger but, being 
outside the penalty area had to use his head to clear 
the ball. He was outjumped by Joe Nartey, whose 
header bounced a couple of times into the unguarded 
net.”

Boreham Wood, April 2003: “Minutes later at 
the opposite end Campion picked up a poor Addai 
clearance, ran at the defence and sent a low shot 
toward Addai, who, in diving forward, managed to let 
the ball slip through his legs, gifting the visitors with 
the lead. That combined with some inaccurate kicking 
left his team-mates with an uphill struggle. 

“A hideous misjudgement from stand-in keeper 
Kenny Addai, who rose arms outstretched to 
seemingly claim a long throw in from Everitt, only 

to spill the ball, gifted Valenti with a free tap-in for 
Borough’s opener after just nine minutes.”

He returned to Boreham Wood in September 
2004 as player/goalkeeping coach and then joined 
Wealdstone in the summer of 2005.

By 2015, Addai was goalkeeper coach at south-
London side Dulwich Hamlet.

He left Hamlet to take over the managerial reins at 
Hackney Wick, then in the Middlesex County League, 
but was given the boot after just two friendlies.

EACH WEEK, WE TAKE A 
LOOK BACK AT THE CAREER 

OF A PLAYER WHO HAS 
WORN THE BLUE AND WHITE 

OF OUR FAMOUS CLUB

KENNY ADDAI
CLUB DEBUT: 11.09.1999

LEYTON PENANNT 0-4 WHYTELEAFE

Season Club
League Cup Total

Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals

1996-7 Grays Athletic 14 14
1997-8 Grays Athletic 1 1
1997-8 St Albans City 15 15
1998-9 Chesham United 10 10

1999-0 Chesham United 1 1

1999-0 Chesham United 2 2
2000-1 Leyton Pennant 5 5
2000-1 Chalfont St Peter 4 4
2000-1 Enfield 9 9
2001-2 Enfield 7 4 11
2002-3 Enfield 3 3
2002-3 Boreham Wood 7 7
2003-4 Bishops Stortford
2003-4 Flackwell Heath

? Sutton United
? Walton & Hersham
? Fisher Athletic
? Haringey Borough

Overall 81 4 85



WALTHAMSTOW VETERANS

BY ROAD
Make your way to the North Circular Road (A406) 
eastbound. Turn left onto the A13 (Alfreds Way) 
eastbound. Turn left onto Lodge Avenue (A1153). 
Ground is on the left after about 1 mile. There is a 
reasonable amount of parking at the ground.

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Make your way to Blackhorse Road or Walthamstow 
Queens Road station and take London Overground 
(trains every 15 minutes) to Barking, journey time 20 
minutes. From stop H take bus 368 to the ground, 
buses leave every 9-12 minutes (journey time about 
35 minutes).

For more information speak to Tony Brazier.

Our Veterans team competes in the Garston League 
and last season won the Essex Sunday Veterans Cup.

To start our 2018-19 season we are taking part in a 
9-a-side tournament on Sunday 9th September.

Matches will be about 10 minutes each way and 
each team will have a minimum of 4 games. The 

tournament starts at 9.30 and the final will be at 
2.30. Refreshments will be provided.

If you are over 35 and would like to play in this 
tournament, we can have an unlimited squad numbers 
and will try give everyone at least one game, please 
contact Tony Brazier for details (telephone 07715-
64171).

‘STOW AWAY

vs. West Essex // Tuesday 7th August // 7.45PM
Barking FC, Mayesbrook Park, Lodge Avenue, RM8 2JR



AROUND THE GROUNDS
WENDOVER

EVERY CLUB has a story to tell. In a new feature this season, we’re picking a club at 
random from the English pyramid and sharing their tale. 

Every club has a story to tell. In a new feature this 
season, we’re picking a club at random from the 
English pyramid and telling their tale. 

We start with Aylesbury & District League side 
Wendover. On the face of it, a side playing what is 
essentially park football might not be much to write 
home about. But this club are one of the oldest in the 
country, and play in one of Britain’s most unique cup 
competitions. 

Founded in 1896, Wendover represent a town of just 
under 8,000 people, five miles outside Aylesbury. 
The quaint market town (though apparently the locals 
insist it’s a village) was voted as one of The Times’ best 
places to live 2018.

In the early 1900s, clubs had some more novel ways 
of raising money and in 1904, “A very successful 
smoking concert was held at the Red Lion Hotel on 
Thursday, March 24, in aid the Wendover Football 
Club.”

On Saturday 10th April 1920, disaster struck the club 
when the team were involved in an accident following 
a victory over Amersham: “An accident happened 
near the blacksmith’s shop, Wendover Dean, several 

being thrown out of the motor and badly bruised”. 
This did not stop them dispatching a team from St 
Pancras, London, 7-1 just three days later, with the 
Wendover Brass Band in attendance.

They were elected to the Spartan League in 1922, 
and won Division 2 at the first attempt. However, 
they were not promoted, and remained in Division 2, 
finishing bottom in their three final seasons to 1928-
29, winning just 12 league games in total.
For most of their history though, Wendover have 
played in the Aylesbury & District League, which 
brings us to the Oving and District Villages Cup.
The cup, which amateur teams in this corner of 
England have fought for since 1889 was thought-up 
at a meeting held in the Oving Parish Schoolroom. 

Nickname: towers
Founded: 1895
ground: John Colet School
League: aylesbury & district league, premier
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The idea was simple a knockout competition open to 
village teams within a 12-mile radius of Oving.

Oving lies six miles north of Aylesbury, so Wendover 
creep in… just.

In 2017, Howler magazine ran a feature on the 
competition, Wendover won the competition, but 
with a larger pool of players to choose from, they were 
not overly popular winners, with one opposition player 
grudgingly admitting “Wendover has a Tesco Express.”

2017’s 3-1 victory over Wingrave was the first 
time Wendover brought the cup home since 1961, 
though purple patches in the early 1900s and 1920s 
means they’ve picked up the silverware on no less 
than 16 occasions, three more than second placed 
Haddenham.
In 1996, the club were given a 100 Year Award from 
the Football Association.

Wendover are a pillar of the local community, and 
spent their 2017-18 pre-season being put through 
their paces by a local personal trainer, with an open 
invitation to the town for anyone who was interested 
to join them.

It clearly, worked, as Wendover enjoyed a good 
season, This season was a good one for Wendover, 
finishing comfortably mid-table in the Premier 
Division of the Aylesbury & District League, and 
also winning the Tom Sparkes League Cup, defeating 
Elmhurst 5-3 on penalties, after a 2-2 draw in normal 
time at Tring Athletic.

Images: Left - Howler Magazine, above: Wendover 
Football Club

“Wendover has a Tesco Express”
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STUART FULLER IS CHAIRMAN OF LEWES 
FC. IN THE LAST YEAR HIS VIEW ON THE 
MAGICAL MYSTERY OF THE GRASSROOTS 
GAME HAS BEEN CHANGED INDEFINITELY. 

As soon as the final ball of the season has been kicked 
in the professional game, the players and managers 
disappear off into the sun (that is unless you play 
for Chelsea, Manchester City or Spurs and have to 
fly to the other side of the world to play a pointless 
friendly), leaving the running of the club in the hands 
of the groundsmen, ticket office staff and commercial 
department. Sometime near the start of that pre-
season period all Non-League boards will sit down, 
set a budget and perhaps even be as bold to set some 
objectives for the season ahead. Outwardly fans may 
hear words such as “consolidation” “on-field progress” 
or even if they are brutally honest, “survival”. Inwardly 
you may not be surprised to hear that clubs are much 
more bullish. They look at clubs who punched above 
their weight in the previous season and say “why can’t 
we do that? We spend more money than them!”

What then happens depends on the attitude and 
experience. Some boards will say let’s out-spend 
everyone else and push for promotion again, whilst 
others may cut the budget to something more 
realistic and take a risk that it will just be enough to 
avoid relegation. The danger of the former strategy 
is that it’s like building a skyscraper on shifting sand. 
Undoubtedly the cash has to come from an external 
source and there comes a point when that “structure” 
becomes unstable and the fragile foundations are 
removed. The Non-Leagues are littered with the 
bones of such follies yet there are still clubs and 
individuals who think they can change the age-old 
model and spend their way to the Promised Land of 
the Football League. Look away now if you are a fan 
of a club who is currently high on the euphoria of a 
speeding train up the divisions. This model does not 
work and in 99% of cases will end at best in tears and 
financial sanctions that would make your average 
Greek squirm, at worst without a club to support 
every Saturday.

When serving as Mayor of New York. City, Rudy 
Giuliani came up with the phrase “hope is not a 
strategy”. We all know that Rudi has never managed 

in the Non-Leagues because Hope is certainly the 
key part of every club’s strategy. We hope that key 
players don’t get injured, we hope that our young 
up and coming manager is not poached by a bigger 
rival, we hope that our floodlights don’t fail during a 
game, we hope that our boiler doesn’t stop working, 
we hope that we don’t have a bad winter that stops us 
playing home (and thus our main revenue generating 
activity). Hope is certainly the cornerstone of every 
Non-League club’s strategy.

Most Non-League grounds are held together with 
Duct tape and Superglue. Rustic, charming, quaint 
are all words used to describe some grounds. They 
aren’t by design, trust me. They are through necessity. 
Ground improvements are carried out in almost all 
instances on the pain of death. Ask a Non-League fan 
whether we should spent £5k on a new toilet or on 
a centre-forward who may just do what he is paid to 
do? We can all venture into the dark abyss, close our 
eyes and hold our noses, yet none of us (honestly) 
can score 15 goals a season. So hope once again is the 
cornerstone of the strategy.

Changes in the commercial relationships mean that 
players and managers rarely talk to each other outside 
of a training ground. “My agent will talk to your 
advisor” is now more common than “I will give you 
a bell” in a relationship between the two. Deals are 
done, often as we are led to believe by managers who 
are normally on their way to the exit, by overbearing 
owners and new-fangled Directors of Football.

If only that was the case in the Non-League game. At 
step 3 of the Non-League pyramid few players are 
contracted to a club, which means that if someone 
else likes the look of your centre-forward, they can 
put in a “7 day approach” which basically means 
“I have a week to try and convince X that he only 
deserves an extra tenner a week to play for us even 
though we are 50 miles away”.

However, a player can choose to leave at any point 
without giving his club any reason. Likewise, a club can 
dump a player without any notice too. The dilemma 
for Non-League clubs is who they offer a contract to. 
The contract, normally fixed for a year, guarantee a 
weekly wage but also mean that if a club comes along 

A NON-LEAGUE SUMMER
THE SLINGS AND ARROWS OF OUTRAGEOUS NON-LEAGUE FORTUNES
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and wants that player, they will have to essentially 
pay a transfer fee. Likewise, if a player is injured or 
the club wants shot of him, they will have to pay 
the remaining term of his contract. You hear horror 
stories of players put on significant-sized contracts 
who then injure themselves in pre-season training, 
leaving the clubs massively out of pocket and also 
having to find a replacement. These players may feel 
that “football owes them” but in truth they can end 
up crippling a club.

Some players will have already sorted their clubs 
before the end of the season. A nod and a wink 
is often enough, although more cash is obviously 
preferable. Players want to feel that every year they 
appreciate in value. The truth is that the cold-hard 
economics of Non-League football is that the club’s 
cost base rises more than any revenue opportunities. 
It costs more to repair the pitch, to maintain the 
floodlights, to repair the fences, yet less people are 
coming through the gates. Obviously, for clubs who 
have a Sugar-Daddy who is willing to pump in funds 
unconditionally, that isn’t a problem, although they 
also cause ripples across the whole Non-League pond.

Let’s say club X is taken over by Billy Big wallet. 
Billy wants promotion at all costs and employs 
an experienced manager to build a championship 
winning squad. With few players on contracts in the 
league he will lure them to his club X with ridiculous 
weekly wages. Some of these players will never get 
a game and one day will have a shock when they are 
off-loaded from their £1,000 a week wage only to 
find that the rest of the league can pay £150 a week. 
Likewise, average players in the league will use club 
X’s wage structure as their negotiating tool with their 
existing club. As history has proved time and time 
again, club X’s ambitious plan will more than likely end 
in a broken dream, the casualties being the fans.

So come the end of the season clubs have to start to 
think about their retained players and their wish list. 
The board will tell the manager his budget, which will 
depend on the ambitions for the coming season (for 
a translation guide to Non-League club ambitions 
read Tale 4). The manager will then normally shake his 
head, say “it’s going to be tough to achieve that on 
this budget” before getting on the phone and starting 
to try to retain the players he wants. Some will try 
and play hardball, but most will see the light. Within a 
day or two you will have a core of a squad. Of course, 
without giving them a contract they could agree today 

and come pre-season be already playing elsewhere. As 
we have said before, there is little loyalty in football 
these days, especially on the Non-League pitches.
Then comes the job of filling the rest of your squad. 
There is a great scene from the film Money Ball where 
Brad Pitt plays the legendary General Manager of 
the Oakland A’s baseball team. He is sitting in a room 
filled with his scouts as they try and discuss how to 
replace three world-class players with the smallest 
budget in the league. That’s what the squad planning 
session is like. Well, sort of.

The manager and his staff will spend hours going 
through every team we played working out if there 
was anyone they could bring in, cursing their budget 
for the next season and of course putting together 
a plan as to what to offer to who and when. It’s all a 
game of cat and mouse. You offer £150, they want 
£200. They try and get £200 down the road, but 
they will only offer £140. So they come back and ask 
for £160. You offer £150 and they accept. Then you 
move onto the next one. Slowly but surely a squad 
takes shape, although you never know what pre-
season will throw your way that you have to legislate 
for.

Clubs don’t have the mountain of stats that Jonah 
Hill’s character in the film, Peter Brand, has. We 
have to go by our collective memories of what our 
opposition played like and who was the stand out 
players. Sometimes even that is hard - our bible is 
Football Web Pages yet if an opposing team upload 
the wrong team list, or get two players numbers the 
wrong way round we could end up buying a donkey 
when we wanted the dogs bollocks. The whole process 
can eventually be completely meaningless. We could 
end up retaining none of the players we want to and 
then have to re-assess our requirements for each and 
every role.

You can only gauge success when the season has 
ended in a year’s time. Did we get it right can be 
answered by the final league position, the cup runs 
and what the squad (and the budget!) looks like 
compared to when we started the season. Sometimes 
you win, most of the time you don’t. But that’s what 
makes the game so addictive - the endless search to 
get all the ingredients together at the right time for 
the right money.

@theballisround
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OUR HISTORY
The history of our great club is not what you’d call 
straightforward. Having reformed on at least three 
occasions, we’ve played under seven different names, 
but can lay claim to being the second-oldest club in 
London, and one of the oldest in the country.

The initial Leyton FC was formed in 1868 when The 
Reverent Morgan Lloyd obtained a pitch behind The 
Lion & Key public house. The first Leyton played 
mainly friendlies, but did take part in the FA Cup, 
before folding in 1880 when they lost their ground.

Seven years later, the members of Matlock Cricket 
Club, based on Hoe Street established a football club 
named after the Matlock Villas, which overlooked the 
club’s pitch. In 1894, Swifts moved out of Leyton, to 
a new ground in Blackhorse Road, Walthamstow. This 
lasted just a season though, as the club moved back to 
Leyton and changed their name to Leyton FC in the 
process.

The club won the Essex Senior Cup on no fewer than 
five occasions, and the London Senior Cup, as well as 
the South Essex League four times.

Leyton turned professional in 1904, joining the 
London League. The following year, Leyton moved 
to Osborne Road, which would later become Leyton 
Orient’s Brisbane Road. 

In April 1912 a loan by a donor was called-in, and 
without any hope of paying it, the club disbanded for 
a second time.

Only a year later a third Leyton was formed, but this 
incarnation was extremely short-lived. The outbreak 
of war meant there was essentially no one to watch or 
play for the club, and it was suspended. 

The fourth Leyton was established in 1919, and it 
would be arguably the most successful period for the 
club, now back at the Hare and Hounds. Leyton won 
the FA Amateur Cup (now FA Trophy) twice, and 
were runners-up on four more occasions. They also 
reached the first round of the FA Cup four times and 

the second round three times.

After a successful 1950s and 60s, things dried up for 
Leyton, and by the 1970s they could not carry on, 
so a merger was completed with Wingate from north 
London.

The pinnacle of this club was winning the Athenian 
League in 1982, but by the early 90s with most of 
the former ‘Wingate’ committee now either deceased 
or having had left, the newly-merged Wingate & 
Finchley requested Leyton drop the ‘Wingate’ title 
from their name. 

By 1995, the Hare & Hounds was really beginning to 
show its age, and with Leyton not having the funds 
to bring it up to standard, a merger was completed 
with Walthamstow Pennant, with the new club being 
Leyton Pennant and playing at Wadham Lodge.

This club spent most of its life in Divisions One and 
Two of the Isthmian League, with no notable success, 
save for two London Challenge Cup final appearances. 
Its first season in 1995 saw the club finish 4th in 
Division One, but it was mostly mid-table obscurity 
after that.

In 2003 the club changed names to Waltham Forest 
and were bankrolled heavily with aspirations of playing 
in the Football League. Sadly, these never came to 
fruition and an Essex Senior Cup was the only thing to 
show for it.

Disputes with the then-management at Wadham 
Lodge in 2008 saw the club exiled for five seasons, 
playing in Ilford. The first season back at Wadham 
Lodge, in 2013 ended in relegation to the Essex 
Senior League for the first time in the club’s history.

In 2018, the club changed names once more to 
Walthamstow FC. We hope this new change kick-
starts success both on and off the field and enables 
the club to form part of the local community which 
deserves a thriving non-league club.



As Leyton FC (1868-1894)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6

FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1887-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4

London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4

Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1876-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2, 1902/3

London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4
South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0, 1899/0

Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10

FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9

Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8

FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2

FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5

Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6

Essex Thameside Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7
Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3

East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3
Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)

Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7

London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

As Leyton-Wingate FC
(1976-1992)

FA Cup First Round: 1985/6 
Athenian League Champions: 1981/2

Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5

Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 – 1995)

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3

London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5
London Metropolitan League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 1981/2

London Metropolitan League Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 
1977/8, 1978/9

Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8

Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9, 1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern Floodlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9

Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7

London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6

Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6
 

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8

HONOURS



WALTHAMSTOW HODDESDON TOWN

James Harkin
Ross Pope
Lee Flynn

Craig Pope
Jack Leachman

Tony DaSilva
Rheo Josephs
Jake Giddings

James Peagram
Christian Owusu

Josh Brimacombe-Wiard

Chris Lecointe
Gus Douglas

Harry Watkins
Kubilay Akbayrak

Ashley Wackers

OFFICIALS
Jamie Garwood, Darrell Evans, Ike Ayesemuate

Alex Smits
William Mcclelland
Michael Elliott
Jack Riddle
Alex Warman
Aidan Critchley
Connor Bolton
Harry Bushell
Kane Lowe
Jake Bowden
Davey Evans

Lewis Ellis
Scott Hayes
Paolo Montella
George Hunt
Joss Lillis

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
14
15
16
17

MANAGER:
RYAN MAXWELL

MANAGER:
SIMON RIDDLE

NEXT MATCHES
West Essex (A)

8.8.18 // 7.45PM
Walsham-Le-Willows (H)

11.8.18 // 3PM
Takeley (H)

18.8.18 // 3PM
368 towards Dagenham
Chadwell Heath (2 miles)


