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Good afternoon everyone, welcome to 
Wadham Lodge to this FA Cup tie against 
Walsham-Le-Willows. This will be our first 
FA Cup tie as Walthamstow FC, as we 

look to build on two good results to start the season.

After going five unbeaten at the end of last season, 
we’ve extended that run with a draw against Hoddeson 
Town on the opening day, and a 5-1 thumping of West 
Essex in the week. 

On the face of it, the draw against Hoddesdon may 
have looked like dropped points against the league’s 
reportedly inexperienced new-boys. But a 3-0 win 
over Sawbridgeworth on Tuesday shows Hoddesdon 
are no mugs.

We were guilty last Saturday of not taking the 
chances presented to us, where Tuesday against West 
Essex was the polar opposite. There was so much 
passion and drive in our play, and almost every shot 
we had turned to goals; two taking deflections off 
defenders, and Christian Owusu turning two in on the 
line. It’s no exaggeration to say we could have scored 
eight or nine.

Our visitors today have only played one league game 
so far beating Woodbridge Town 2-0 on Wednesday 
evening. Their FA Cup form over the past few years 
hasn’t set the world alight, having only won two FA 
Cup ties in their history, the last coming back in 
2008. 

They’ve gone out on replays in five of the last nine 
seasons. With a 164-mile round-trip, let’s hope a 
replay isn’t needed after today’s game.

This will be the first time we’ve played an Eastern 
Counties Leauge side in the FA Cup since 2005, 
when we beat Fakenham Town 4-1. Before then, it 
was something of a tradition as we played Cogenhoe 
United, Stowmarket Town, Great Yarmouth, Ipswich 
Wanderers and Claton Town in consecutive seasons.
Teams from the Eastern Counties leagues are 
traditionally strong, physical sides, so we will have to 
be on top of our game this afternoon.

Enjoy the game.

THE EDITOR
ANDRZEJ PERKINS

@tweetperkins



This afternoon we play our first ever FA Cup game 
as Walthamstow and our visitors are Walsham-Le-
Willows FC - all the way from Suffolk.

I see our manager featured in the BBC Sport web site 
in the FA Cup section this week.

It honed in on the number of clubs that Ryan has 
played for in his career to date (don’t count out a 
game or two for us, once he is fully fit) - talk about 
the old Tommy Docherty joke about having more 
clubs than Jack Nicklaus, in Ryan’s case, more clubs 
that Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Colin Montgomery and 
Rory McIlroy put together (mind you, with Lee Flynn, 
you could probably add, Phil Mickleson and Nick 
Faldo as well).

After what appeared to be a slightly disappointing 
opening game, we put together a resounding 5-1 win 
at West Essex on Tuesday, with Christian Owusu 
grabbing himself a hat trick.
Having seen brief highlights on the Twitter feed I 

was impressed with his hat trick goal, the flick on 
completely wrong footed the keeper. The penalty was 
Harry Kane like in its execution and when I saw his 
second it reminded me of a Tottenham striker of a 
slightly older vintage, Jimmy Greaves (for those of a 
younger age, ask your Dads).

He wanted the goal so badly he was willing to nick it 
a team mate, to me, that shows a true strikers quality 
and underlined my impression, forwarded in these 
pages last Saturday, that he will give expert goal 
scorer, James Peagram a run for his money to end the 
season as top scorer.

I am sure James will rise to the challenge and that has 
to be good for the team.

Good also to see that Ryan and the management 
team are still bringing in experienced players to 
bolster the ranks, with former Harlow & Ware man, 
Junior Appiah, having an excellent debut, setting up 
the pass from which James Peagram was fouled to get 

THE TREE SURGEON
CHARLIE WARD

4



us our penalty and having a hand in at least, two other 
goals.

There is serious money at stake even in the qualifying 
rounds of the FA Cup these days, so today’s game is 
not just about prestige.

We have not had a decent cup run for some time, so 
one this season would be most welcome - hopefully, 
the BBC might even follow up the Ryan Maxwell 
article with a few brief highlights from today - 
wouldn’t it be nice to be on the box and we could even 
get Graham Larkbey to do a few songs - much better 
than Britain’s Got talent.

Getting back to the match last Saturday, I think 
everyone, including myself saw the result as two 
points dropped rather than one gained, but, after 
seeing Hoddesdon win 3-0 at Sawbridgeworth on 
Tuesday, perhaps the result has to be put in context, 
as Sawbo were many people’s dark horses for a strong 
season.

Although West Essex have started the season with 
two defeats, they still are expected to have a season 
where they will be in the top half, rather than the 
bottom half of the table, so a four goal victory is 
pretty impressive.

But, today we need to wipe the slate clean and not get 
our heads turned by that result and work hard to earn 
a path to the next round.

Finally, I see the rabble are starting to get songs for 
each player, I notice the latest one is a tribute to Jack 
Leachman - all I can say is that it’s a good job that we 
still don’t have Ojawale Ojelabi or Volkan Calcalioglu 
in our side, that would have presented a real challenge.

So let’s hope we can continue our unbeaten run and 
set up a 100% record for Walthamstow in the FA 
Cup.
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The Meadow has been the home of the village football 
and cricket clubs going back to the late 1800s and the 
old pavilion still survives on the far side of the ground, 
originally this had a thatched roof and water was 
carried across to it by bucket and then a two wheeled 
hand water cart was pulled across by the players.

With no electricity in the original building changing 
could be somewhat hazardous after the game on a 
cold December Saturday. Football and 
cricket were both played at the present ground in 
Summer Road until the outbreak of war when the 

field was ploughed up to provide land suitable to 
grow food on.

There is some confusion regarding the road that 
the ground stands on to this day because the signs 
erected by the highways authority show 
different names at each end of the road, Sumner 
Road at the main road and Summer Road at the 
village end.

Football started up again after the war and was played 
at Grove Road in the village from 1947 and the club 
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TODAY’S VISITORS
WALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS

LAST THREE SEASONS

VISITORS’ HISTORY

Founded: 1890 | Nickname: The Willows | Manager: Mike Powles | Ground: Summer Road

2017-18

17TH

2016-17

14th

2015-16

14th



VISITORS’ HISTORY
competed in the Bury & District league Division 
2. A new pitch was developed on Gallents Meadow 
in Ixworth Road and used from 1948 to 1951 (the 
reserve side was formed in 1949 to compete in the 
Bury Village league) when the club moved back to 
its present site after the generosity of the Martineau 
family provided the grass seed to reseed the field. 

Originally, the pitch was across the field but upon the 
resumption of football at the meadow the direction of 
the pitch was changed to allow a new cricket square to 
be laid in the centre of the field. 

The thatched pavilion was still in use and the additions 
of calor gas for lighting and a calor gas boiler for tea 
making improved the facilities for everyone. The 
amalgamation of the cricket and football clubs in 1952 
then formed Walsham le Willows Sports Club. 

The original football stand was built in the 1950s with 
the new pavilion in 1973, mains electricity was added 
at this time and the addition of a bar and lounge area 
followed soon after with the snooker room, kitchen 
and car park added the 
following year. 

The club’s teams have participated in the Bury & 
District league, Bury Village league, Stowmarket 
league, Suffolk & Ipswich league and now the Eastern 
Counties league. As a junior side the club won the 
Suffolk Junior cup three years running in 87-88, 88-
89, and 89-90 after being beaten finalists in 73-74.

Numerous Bury and district titles and cups were 
won before entering the Suffolk & Ipswich league in 
89-90, promotion to the senior league was achieved 
in that season and was quickly followed by relegation 
before Walsham established ourselves as a senior side 
in 97-98 by finishing in 4th position. League positions 
then went 3rd and 4th with the league knock out cup 
being won in both seasons. 

Current manager Paul Smith was appointed for the 
following campaign and the league record then went 
4th, 1st,1st and 2nd with one league knock out cup 
victory. Season 2004-05 was our first in the Eastern 
Counties league and Walsham finished 4th with 
our first ever Suffolk Senior cup final appearance at 
Portman Road.

 The following season cup success was achieved at 
Portman Road by winning the Suffolk Senior cup in a 
thrilling extra time 4-3 victory over Capel Plough. A 
creditable 5th position was achieved in the league and 
our first ever appearance in the F A Cup.

The installation of floodlights, new changing rooms 
and the 100 seat stand give us a facility to be proud of 
and in season 06-07 Walsham became champions of 
Division One after exiting all cup competitions early. 
This is our tenth season in the Eastern Counties 
Premier. During 2011 the club achieved the FA 
Charter Standard Community Club Award, the main 
pitch has been drained to improve the playing surface. 

This season will be our third in the new changing 
rooms which were officially opened at the end of June 
2016. Last season saw several under 18’s used at first 
team level on a regular basis and they more than did 
themselves justice. A tradition Walsham hope to carry 
on with in the future. Unfortunately Bartons folded 
last season but Walsham are looking to have 2 teams 
in the St Edmundsbury League this season. 

Walsham continue to run a Ladies and Veterans team 
on Sunday afternoons and the club continues to go 
from strength to strength. This season sees a change 
in the management set up .Paul Smith who first took 
charge in May 2000 has decided to step down.

He will be replaced by Walsham legend Trevor 
Newman who will be assisted by Fergus O’Callaghan 
and Nigel Brame. One chapter ended and a new story 
begins.
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE
P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Woodford Town 2017 2 2 0 0 9 1 8 6
2 Takeley 2 2 0 0 7 1 6 6
3 Walthamstow 2 1 1 0 7 3 4 4
4 Saffron Walden Town 2 1 1 0 5 1 4 4
5 Hoddesdon Town 2 1 1 0 5 2 3 4
6 Hullbridge Sports 2 1 1 0 2 0 2 4
7 Stansted 2 1 0 1 3 2 1 3
8 Southend Manor 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3
9 Ilford 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3
10 Clapton 2 1 0 1 1 2 -1 3
11 Sawbridgeworth Town 2 1 0 1 3 5 -2 3
12 Redbridge 2 0 2 0 3 3 0 2
13 Barkingside 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 2
14 Sporting Bengal United 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
15 Enfield 1893 2 0 1 1 2 4 -2 1
16 Tower Hamlets 1 0 0 1 0 1 -1 0
17 Leyton Athletic 1 0 0 1 1 4 -3 0
18 West Essex 2 0 0 2 3 8 -5 0
19 St Margaretsbury 1 0 0 1 0 5 -5 0
20 Stanway Rovers 2 0 0 2 1 9 -8 0

WEEKEND FA CUP FIXTURES

Barkingside V Leyton Athletic
Burnham Ramblers V West Essex

Hullbridge Sports V Gorleston
Norwich United V Takeley

Redbridge V Long Melford
Southend Manor V FC Romania

Sporting Bengal United V Ilford
Tower Hamlets V Stanway Rovers

Walthamstow V Walsham le Willows
Wodson Park V Hoddesdon Town

Woodbridge Town V Clapton
St Margaretsbury Sun Enfield 1893

Stansted Sun Sawbridgeworth Town
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MATCH REPORT

WALTHAMSTOW 2

HODDESDON TOWN 2

SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST | ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE | WADHAM LODGE

9

As with last season, Walthamstow started the season 
with a 2-2 draw in a game where they had enough 
chances to win.

There were some new faces in the starting line-up, 
with debuts handed to Ross and Craig Pope, Ryan 
Ramsey, Jake Giddens and James Peagram, and 
returns for Lee Flynn and Jack Leachman.

The opening quarter of an hour was a cagey affair 
before Stow found their feet. Peagram went close 
with a speculative half-volley from outside the box 
which had the keeper scrambling.

A few minutes later though, Peagram was put through 
on goal, and holding off two defenders, he rounded 
the keeper and rolled the ball into an empty net.

The lead didn’t last long though as Scott Hayes was 
left unmarked from a corner, allowing the defender to 
tap in at the back post.

And just before half time, Hayes made it 2-1, with 
an almost exact replica of the first goal, but this time 
scoring with his head.

Hoddesdon barely forced a shot on target in open 
play, and the second half would be one-way traffic as 
Stow searched to get back in the game.

Christian Owusu was dangerous all afternoon, and 
almost scored a wonder-goal, dancing around three 
tackles in the box before eventually being thwarted by 
the keeper.

But with an hour to played, Owusu got his first goal 
of the season, somehow sending a looping header over 
the keeper when practically on the bye-line.

Peagram, Leachman and Tony DaSilva all went close 
before the game was up, but Hoddesdon’s game 
management saw them hold on to a point.



FIXTURES & RESULTS
F-A Cmp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

Aug 4th Sat H Hoddesdon Town 2-2 ESL Harkin R Pope Flynn Ramsay Leachman C Pope Lecointe * Giddings Peagram 1 Owusu 1 * Josephs Brimacombe (7) DaSailva (10) Akbayrak|Watkins|Maxwell
8th Wed A West Essex 5-1 ESL Harkin Dasho Flynn Ramsay Leachman 1 C Pope Appiah Giddings * Peagram Owusu 3 * Josephs Brimacombe (10) Akbayrak (8) Watkins (11) DaSilva|R Pope
11th Sat H Walsham-Le-Willows FAC
18th Sat A Takeley ESL
22nd Tue A Southend Manor GBT
28th Tue A Woodford town ESL

Sep 1st Sat H Takeley FAV
8th Sat H Stanway Rovers ESL
15th Sat A Hullbridge Sports ESL
18th Tue A Stansted ESL
22nd Sat H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
25th Tue A Redbridge ESL
29th Sat H Leyton Athletic ESL

Oct 6th Sat A Ilford ESL
9th Tue A Saffron Walden Town ESL
13th Sat H Enfield ESL
17th Wed H Barkingside ESL
20th Sat H Southend Manor ESL
27th Sat H Sporting Bengal United ESL

Nov 3rd Sat A Clapton ESL
13th Tue A St Margaretsbury ESL
17th Sat H Woodford Town ESL
23rd Fri A Tower Hamlets ESL

Dec 1st Sat A Hoddesdon Town ESL
8th Sat H Hullbridge Sports ESL
14th Fri A Barkingside ESL
22nd Sat H West Essex ESL

Jan 5th Sat H Saffron Walden Town ESL
12th Sat H Ilford ESL
19th Sat A Enfield ESL
26th Sat H Redbridge ESL

Feb 2nd Sat A Leyton Athletic ESL
9th Sat H Stansted ESL

23rd Sat A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Mar 2nd Sat H Tower Hamlets ESL

9th Sat A Stanway Rovers ESL
23rd Sat H Clapton ESL
30th Sat H Takeley ESL

Apr 6th Sat H St Margaretsbury ESL
13th Sat A Sporting Bengal United ESL
27th Sat A Southend Manor ESL

TBC H Ilford ESC

All statistics complied by, and used with the permission of Steve Howe.



F-A Cmp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused
Aug 4th Sat H Hoddesdon Town 2-2 ESL Harkin R Pope Flynn Ramsay Leachman C Pope Lecointe * Giddings Peagram 1 Owusu 1 * Josephs Brimacombe (7) DaSailva (10) Akbayrak|Watkins|Maxwell

8th Wed A West Essex 5-1 ESL Harkin Dasho Flynn Ramsay Leachman 1 C Pope Appiah Giddings * Peagram Owusu 3 * Josephs Brimacombe (10) Akbayrak (8) Watkins (11) DaSilva|R Pope
11th Sat H Walsham-Le-Willows FAC
18th Sat A Takeley ESL
22nd Tue A Southend Manor GBT
28th Tue A Woodford town ESL

Sep 1st Sat H Takeley FAV
8th Sat H Stanway Rovers ESL
15th Sat A Hullbridge Sports ESL
18th Tue A Stansted ESL
22nd Sat H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
25th Tue A Redbridge ESL
29th Sat H Leyton Athletic ESL

Oct 6th Sat A Ilford ESL
9th Tue A Saffron Walden Town ESL
13th Sat H Enfield ESL
17th Wed H Barkingside ESL
20th Sat H Southend Manor ESL
27th Sat H Sporting Bengal United ESL

Nov 3rd Sat A Clapton ESL
13th Tue A St Margaretsbury ESL
17th Sat H Woodford Town ESL
23rd Fri A Tower Hamlets ESL

Dec 1st Sat A Hoddesdon Town ESL
8th Sat H Hullbridge Sports ESL
14th Fri A Barkingside ESL
22nd Sat H West Essex ESL

Jan 5th Sat H Saffron Walden Town ESL
12th Sat H Ilford ESL
19th Sat A Enfield ESL
26th Sat H Redbridge ESL

Feb 2nd Sat A Leyton Athletic ESL
9th Sat H Stansted ESL

23rd Sat A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Mar 2nd Sat H Tower Hamlets ESL

9th Sat A Stanway Rovers ESL
23rd Sat H Clapton ESL
30th Sat H Takeley ESL

Apr 6th Sat H St Margaretsbury ESL
13th Sat A Sporting Bengal United ESL
27th Sat A Southend Manor ESL

TBC H Ilford ESC
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A warm welcome to one & all, and an especially warm 
welcome to our visitors today after their long journey. 

You’ll find a familiar range of keg beers etc in the 
upstairs Bar here - no real ale, alas (though we’re 
working on it!) but the fridges usually have a selection 
of bottled beers such as Old Speckled Hen and 
Tribute, so ask if you can’t immediately see what you 
fancy. 

If you’re not rushing off after the game, you may like 
to try the Dog & Duck on nearby Chingford Road.

If today’s game goes to a replay at Walsham, 
CAMRA’s ever-excellent Whatpub website (whatpub.
com) suggests several options including the sports 
clubhouse itself,  a non-profit-making community 
facility with Greene King IPA on tap.

If you have time to explore the village, the Blue Boar 
dates from the 15th century and is a true free house 
and supporter of local breweries, with Greene King 

and Nethergate on offer plus guest ales.

Food is also served. The Six Bells is slightly more 
modern (16th century!) and offers Adnams 
(Broadside and Ghost Ship), Greene King IPA and the 
intriguing-sounding Old Chimneys Military Mild - no 
food here, however. 

In contrast, our next two scheduled Away trips offer 
pretty slim pickings on the beer front.

The nearest pub to Takeley’s delightful ground is the 
Four Ashes on the far side of the adjacent bridge, 
which on our last visit had the slightly surprising 
choice of Woodforde’s Wherry or Youngs Bitter.  

Following that, we’re off to Woodford Town’s current 
home at Harlow’s ground.  A real beer desert, this - 
the only pub remotely within striking distance is the 
Shark (McMullens) in Hobtoe Road, but you’ll need a 
map to find your way there and back! 

12

THE BEER HUNTER
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MATCH REPORT

1

5

WEST ESSEX

WALTHAMSTOW

TUESDAY 7TH AUGUST | ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE | MAYESBROOK PARK

Walthamstow turned in a high-energy performance to 
complete a 5-1 rout over local rivals West Essex.

Stow’s pressing and intensity was right straight from 
the off, and were duly rewarded in an evening when 
everything they touch turned to goals.

But it was the home side who held onto more of the 
ball in the opening few minutes, forcing a couple of 
half-chances.

At the other end, Junior Appiah – who was a constant 
threat to the West Essex defence – was able to cut a 
low ball back to James Peagram, who was the bundled 
over in the box. The referee had no hesitation in 
pointing to the spot, but after some discussion with 
the linesman, only showed the offending defender a 
yellow card. Christian Owusu stepped up and smashed 
home the penalty.

West Essex were looking dangerous on set pieces, and 
James Harkin had to be alert to track back and tip a 
looping header over.

But Stow were equally dangerous from dead-ball 
situations, and doubled their lead with just over half 
an hour played. Lee Flynn’s corner was flicked on 
by Craig Pope to Jack Leachman, who’s goal-bound 
effort was turned in on the line by Owusu for his 
second.

The home side came out with renewed vigour in the 
second half, and after Stow missed two excellent 
chances, were rewarded with an hour played when 
Symeon Taylor ran through on goal and slotted neatly 
past Harkin.

But Stow ramped up the pressure again and were soon 
rewarded when a loose ball fell to Leachman following 
a corner. Captain Jack’s volley was deflected on the 
line, but only into the back of the net.

Three became four not long after, when Owusu 
was again in the right place to turn in a goal-bound 
Leachman effort, completing his hattrick.

The icing on the cake came when Appiah’s cross was 
turned into his own net by a home defender.
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classic programme
david chapman

Well with the new season 
just a week old, we are 
delighted to welcome 
Walsham-le-Willows for 

their first ever visit and indeed our first 
ever meeting.

I have to admit to having to look 
up where Walsham-le-Willows was 
situated. So, it was some surprise when 
talking to Tony last week to hear he 
actually went there with the school 
(rumoured to be Dotheboys Hall).

I gather the ‘Willows’ were founded in 
1890 and during the second world war 
had to plough up their pitch for growing 
food for the war effort.

Sounds a bit like the Hare & Hounds, 
but without the food. According to the 
records Walsham-le-Willows have not 
progressed beyond the Preliminary 
stage of the FA Challenge Cup.

Sorry lads I hope you do, but not this 
season.

Despite our recent change of name, 
the FA still think we must be domiciled 
somewhere north of Ipswich. As 
last year we were drawn away to 
Framlingham.

So, todays programme features 
another early FA Cup-Tie, this time the 
opponents were Liverpool.

The match took place on Saturday 
13th January 1912 at Anfield, originally 
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Everton’s home ground! After a close 
game we lost by the only goal of the 
game. 

There was one interesting player on the 
Liverpool side, Ephraim Longworth. 
He had signed for The Reds in 1910, 
from Leyton. He went on to make 
nearly four hundred appearance for 
the Merseysiders, many as captain, and 
became a Liverpool legend.

Playing for Leyton that day was the 
Reverend Kenneth Hunt, an England 
full international, with Leyton, as well 
as an amateur international, Olympic 
gold medallist and FA Cup winners with 
Wolves. 

An Oxford blue he played for The 
Corinthians and Wolverhampton 
Wanderers before joining Leyton. He 
became a Church of England minister 
and a teacher at Highgate School, which 
is why he was able play for Leyton. He 
later went onto play for Crystal Palace. 

He died just two days before Wolves 
beat Leicester City in the 1949 cup 
final. He lies buried in a quiet county 
churchyard at Waldron, in East Sussex.
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THE EX FILES

Paul Adolphe came to Forest (then Leyton Pennant) 
at the tail end of the 2002-3 season, and played a key 
role in keeping Hakan Hayrettin’s side up that season. 
 
Full details of Paul’s career are somewhat sketchy, but 
he spent the 1997-8 season with St Albans City after 
signing from Enfield. 
 
From there, he moved to Dagenham & Redbridge, 
but failed to really break into the first team, so moved 
west to Harrow Borough. 
 
A full season with Hendon followed, scoring three 
times in 48 games. He then won the Isthiman League 
Division 1 with Ford United, spending a season and a 
half there. 
 
At the tail end of 2002-3 he signed for Pennant, 
making his debut against Oxford City on the 22nd of 
March. He stayed in the pennant starting line-up for 
the rest of that season. 
 

EACH WEEK, WE TAKE A 
LOOK BACK AT THE CAREER 

OF A PLAYER WHO HAS 
WORN THE BLUE AND WHITE 

OF OUR FAMOUS CLUB

PAUL ADOLPHE
CLUB DEBUT: 22.04.2003

OXFORD CITY 1-0 LEYTON PENNANT

Season Club
League Cup Total

Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals

1996-7 Enfield
1997-8 St Albans City 40 1 40 1
1999-0 Dagenham & R’birdge
1999-0 Harrow Borough

2000-1 Hendon 37 3 11 48 3

2001-2 Ford United

2002-3 Ford United
2002-3 Leyton Pennant 10 10
2003-4 Waltham Forest 8 3 2 10 3
2005-6 Wealdstone

Overall 95 6 13 108 7

The start of Forest’s 2003-4 season brought a 
number of signings on ‘big-money’, and Paul was 
relegated to a place on the substitute’s bench. He 
came on as a sub to score in two of the first three 
games of the season, and eventually made 10 
appearances, his last coming in a 6-1 defeat to Arlesey 
on the 30th of September. 
 
He was last seen playing for Wealdstone in the 
Isthmian Premier in the 2005-6 season.
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WALTHAMSTOW ACADEMY

WALTHAMSTOW VETERANS

We are running our Academy again this season. 

If you are aged under 18 and interested in joining or 
want more information please contact Anton Smith 

on 07837954460 or email anton_Ls@hotmail.co.uk, 
or Tony Brazier on 07715640171

Our Veterans team competes in the Garston League 
and last season won the Essex Sunday Veterans Cup.

We have a friendly with London Turkish Masters here, 
on the park pitch, tomorrow morning, kick-off 10am, 
and if you are over 35 and want to play you will be 
very welcome.

Then on Sunday 9th September we are taking part in 
a 9-a-side tournament at Winchmore Hill. Matches 
will be about 10 minutes each way and each team will 
have a minimum of 4 games. The tournament starts at 

9.30 and the final will be at 2.30. Refreshments will 
be provided.

If you are over 35 and would like to play in this 
tournament, we can have an unlimited squad numbers 
and we will try give everyone at least one game, 
please contact Tony Brazier for details (telephone 
0771564171).

Our competitive season starts on 16th September 
when we are at home to Tansley in the Garston Cup.



AROUND THE GROUNDS
Darlington railway athletic

Every club has a story to tell. In our feature looking at a club in the English pyramid taken at 
random, we try to tell that story. This week, it’s the turn of Darlington Railway Athletic

As the name suggests, the club was a works team 
for the Darlington Railway Works, and was just one 
part of an Athletic club which featured bowls, rugby, 
cricket and rifle teams, as well as men’s and women’s 
football teams.

Though the Darlington Works started operations in 
1864, it wasn’t until after the first world war that the 
club began playing competitively. They initially played 
in the Darlington & District League before joining the 
Northern League in 1919, but left at the end of the 
1924–25 season after finishing second-from-bottom, 
returning to the Darlington & District League.

Notable former players include Jimmy Loughlin, 
who played for Newcastle United, West Ham and 
Coventry City in the 1920s and 190s and Billy 
Dinsdale who scored 69 goals in 92 games for Lincoln 
City.

Perhaps the most notable of all though was John 
McGuire whose bulging coat was his downfall 
as he was caught stealing a bag of yeast worth 6 
shillings and 6 pence from a barrow at Leeds station. 
Darlington had been playing Leeds Malvern in a cup 
tie and the Yorkshire Evening Post reported that he 

had been caught in the early hours of Sunday morning 
with the yeast concealed under his coat. McGuire 
pleaded guilty and was said to have expressed sorrow.

After the game, McGuire and two or three other 
players decided to “make a night of it”. He had a 
few too many and admitted he was “drunk when it 
happened”. The club’s Secretary, Arthur Watt said the 
committee were dumbfounded by the news, and Watt 
himself was a character witness in the trial.

McGuire, a railway worker, had no use for the bag of 
yeast, and the magistrates took the view that the act 

Nickname: the railwaymen
Founded: 1916
ground: brinkburn road
League: wearside league, premier division
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was due to drink, and expressed home that it would be 
a lesson to him. As it was his first offence, McGuire 
was sentenced to pay £5 over 12 months, and to repay 
the railway company 6s 6d.

Worse was to come for McGuire and his team - after 
drawing the initial match in Leeds 2-2, RA lost the FA 
Amateur Cup 1st round replay 3-2.

After a long period of no notable success, the club 
went through a spell of great achievement. In 1964 
they won the Darlington & District League and 
the League and League Cup double in 1968. Two 
years later they were North Riding Cup winners and 
runners-up in 1973. Then came the clubs greatest 
success, their triumph in the 1975 Durham Amateur 
Cup. In 1981 they almost repeated the feat, narrowly 
going down in the final. 

Darlington Railway Athletic then joined the Teesside 
League and in the late 80s were accepted into 

the Vaux Wearside League. In the 1990-91 season 
the club gained promotion from Division Two. The 
following season they narrowly escaped an immediate 
return to Division Two with a 4-1 win at Marske in the 
last game of the season. The club then hit financial 
trouble and in 1992 folded. 

Martyn Jackson reformed Darlington RA for the 
1993-94 season, winning their first piece of silverware 
in 1999, the Darlington & District League. They were 
accepted into the Auckland District League for the 
season 1999-2000 and finished third in their first 
season, and won the RA Medals Trophy, not a bad feat 
for a team reformed only a few years before.

By 2004, they were promoted to the Northern 
League Division 2, where they have played ever 
since, save for a season in 2006, where they finished 
rock bottom of Division 1. Last season, they finished 
second-bottom of Division 2, and were subsequently 
relegated back to the Wearside League.

“ McGuire, a railway worker, had no use for 
the bag of yeast, and the magistrates took 

the view that the act was due to drink ”
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The problem with brilliant ideas is that – unless you 
are the cleverest person in the world – someone else 
will almost certainly have done it before you did. 

Of course you can argue that it was your idea first 
and hope they back down, but when the “person” 
in question is one of the world’s most respected 
magazines you are onto a loser.

So whilst The Economist may claim to have published 
their research into the craze of football stickers first, 
mine was researched and written out of love, and an 
understanding of a cult that is sweeping the nation – 
Paninitis.

I’m a huge fan of the work of Dunber and Levitt with 
Freakanomics, Erik Qualman and his Socionomics 
and, of course, Kuper and Szymanski with 
Soccernomics. But Stickernomics has got thousands 
of grown men reliving their youths.

Panini’s sticker business doesn’t rely 
purely on major football 
championships. At any 
time, there must be 
at least a couple of 
collections going on, 
whether it be a film 
tie-in, the latest boy 
band or the annual 
Premier League 
albums. But every 
two years comes the 
main event.

Whether it be 
a European 
Championships 

year or a World Cup 
one, the footballing 
world goes crazy 
for small oblong 
stickers.

Never have Panini stickers been so popular. The 
reason? It’s a generational thing. I’m of an age 
where the tradition of spending my pocket money 
on packets of stickers, then taking my swaps into 
the playground is one of my enduring childhood 
memories. 

As we’ve grown up, we’ve still hung onto that feeling, 
trying to actively encourage our kids to take up the 
habit, reliving our schooldays through them. And if 
they have no interest? Then we simply pretend we are 
collecting for them.

They will thank me one day when they are worth a 
fortune, we tell ourselves.
So my idea. I wanted to try and understand some of 
the myths behind collecting the stickers. Is
there actually a “golden sticker”, one that nobody 
had? Was there a regional/international bias? Did it 
make any difference if you bought in bulk or individual 
packets? And what impact had social media had on 
collecting?

Ambitious? Possibly. Will anyone care? Probably not. 
Would I end up filling up my sticker book any quicker? 
I very much doubt it. So what do those clever chaps at 
The Economist say?

According to Sylvain Sardy and Yvan Velenik, two 
boffins at the University of Geneva, you would have to 
buy 899 consecutive packets to beat the odds and fill 
your album – an outlay of £449.50, based on a very 

STICKERNOMICS
STUART FULLER ANSWERS THE BIG 
QUESTION OF OUR TIME: HOW 
MANY PACKS OF PANINI STICKERS 
DO YOU NEED TO FILL AN ALBUM?

20



complex algorithm 
looking at the simple 
probability that 
in every pack you 
get five different 
stickers, with 640 
to collect, and 
diminishing returns 
for every packet you 
open.

The Economist wasn’t 
the only section of 
the media that was 

trying to understand 
the real numbers behind the stickers. In an interview 
with The Independent this week, Matthew Scroggs, 
who works at a secondary school in West London, 
worked out that the average football fan should 
expect to purchase 4,505 stickers, or spend £413.24, 
to complete the whole book. Doesn’t sound so much 
fun when you put it like that, does it?

The one question that has always been asked is “does 
it make a difference where I buy my stickers?” That 
was to be the basis of my study. Whilst Panini say 
there are equal numbers of each sticker printed and 
randomly distributed in a pack, the fact I currently 
have nine Kolo Toures would suggest otherwise.

But those big brained Swiss mathematicians carried 
out a sample test back during the 2010 World Cup 
and found that they got each sticker on average nine 
times out of a sample of 6,000 stickers, so maybe my 
glut of Toures isn’t that unsual.

I started off by buying 10 packs from different 
locations. Never the same shop 

twice. Even when 
I was travelling 
around Europe 

I managed to 
find shops that 

sold the stickers; 
Zürich, Stockholm, 

Boston, Hong Kong. 
The latter took a 
bit of research, but 

a superb concierge 
in my hotel tracked 

down a secret stash.

As any researcher will 
tell you, one data set 
can be made to prove 
anything. So to get a 
different view point I 
bought a box of 100 
packets, sealed at the 
factory. 

Well, that’s what it 
said on eBay, although 
I was mindful of the 
300,000 packets 
that were stolen from 
a warehouse in Rio in 
April. The box cost me £37.99, a 28% discount on 
buying them retail, which raised a flag or two in my 
mind.

The methodology was the same, opening 10 packs a 
day and recording the results.

So what did my experiment tell me? Well, I am still 
50 or so stickers shy of completing the set with a 
swap list that is greater than my ‘got’ list and so far 
the ‘hobby’ has cost me (including the Current Mrs 
Fuller, as I gave her housekeeping to buy the random 
packs for me) around £275, which is significantly 
less the average amount Scroggs, Sardy and Velenik 
suggest.

Was there any geographical bias in the uniqueness of 
my stickers? There didn’t appear to be. The concept of 
buying a full box of 100 was marginally less successful 
than buying 10 packets in 10 different locations, but 
my findings aren’t exactly statistically significant. The 
nearest I get to being an Economist is when I bought 
an online subscription to the magazine.

Of course, I’m investing for my daughters’ future 
rather than some kind of personal football obsession. 

After all, one day the completed book will be a 
collector’s item. And, of course, it’s all about pure 
statistical research. That’s what I tell everyone who 
questions why someone of my age is collecting 
stickers.

@theballisround
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OUR HISTORY
The history of our great club is not what you’d call 
straightforward. Having reformed on at least three 
occasions, we’ve played under seven different names, 
but can lay claim to being the second-oldest club in 
London, and one of the oldest in the country.

The initial Leyton FC was formed in 1868 when The 
Reverent Morgan Lloyd obtained a pitch behind The 
Lion & Key public house. The first Leyton played 
mainly friendlies, but did take part in the FA Cup, 
before folding in 1880 when they lost their ground.

Seven years later, the members of Matlock Cricket 
Club, based on Hoe Street established a football club 
named after the Matlock Villas, which overlooked the 
club’s pitch. In 1894, Swifts moved out of Leyton, to 
a new ground in Blackhorse Road, Walthamstow.  This 
lasted just a season though, as the club moved back 
to  Leyton and changed their name to Leyton FC in 
the process.

The club won the Essex Senior Cup on no fewer than 
five occasions, and the London Senior Cup, as well as 
the South Essex League four times.

Leyton turned professional in 1904, joining the 
London League. The following year, Leyton moved 
to Osborne Road, which would later become Leyton 
Orient’s Brisbane Road. 

In April 1912 a loan by a donor was called-in, and 
without any hope of paying it, the club disbanded for 
a second time.

Only a year later a third Leyton was formed, but this 
incarnation was extremely short-lived. The outbreak 
of war meant there was essentially no one to watch or 
play for the club, and it was suspended. 

The fourth Leyton was established in 1919, and it 
would be arguably the most successful period for the 
club, now back at the Hare and Hounds. Leyton won 
the FA Amateur Cup (now FA Trophy) twice, and 
were runners-up on four more occasions. They also 
reached the first round of the FA Cup four times and 

the second round three times.

After a successful 1950s and 60s, things dried up for 
Leyton, and by the 1970s they could not carry on, 
so a merger was completed with Wingate from north 
London.

The pinnacle of this club was winning the Athenian 
League in 1982, but by the early 90s with most of 
the former ‘Wingate’ committee now either deceased 
or having had left, the newly-merged Wingate & 
Finchley requested Leyton drop the ‘Wingate’ title 
from their name. 

By 1995, the Hare & Hounds was really beginning to 
show its age, and with Leyton not having the funds 
to bring it up to standard, a merger was completed 
with Walthamstow Pennant, with the new club being 
Leyton Pennant and playing at Wadham Lodge.

This club spent most of its life in Divisions One and 
Two of the Isthmian League, with no notable success, 
save for two London Challenge Cup final appearances.  
It’s first season in 1995 saw the club finish 4th in 
Division One, but it was mostly mid-table obscurity 
after that.

In 2003 the club changed names to Waltham Forest, 
and were bankrolled heavily with aspirations of playing 
in the Football League. Sadly, these never came 
to fruition and an Essex Senior Cup was the only 
silverware to show for it.

Disputes with the then-management at Wadham 
Lodge in 2008 saw the club exiled for five seasons, 
playing in Ilford. The first season back at Wadham 
Lodge, in 2013 ended in relegation to the Essex 
Senior League for the first time in the club’s history.

In 2018, the club changed names once more to 
Walthamstow FC. We hope this new change kick-
starts success both on and off the field, and enables 
the club to form part of the local community which 
deserves a thriving non-league club.



As Leyton FC (1868-1894)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6

FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1887-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4

London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4

Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1876-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2, 1902/3

London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4
South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0, 1899/0

Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10

FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9

Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8

FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2

FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5

Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6

Essex Thameside Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7
Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3

East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3
Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)

Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7

London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

As Leyton-Wingate FC
(1976-1992)

FA Cup First Round: 1985/6 
Athenian League Champions: 1981/2

Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5

Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 – 1995)

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3

London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5
London Metropolitan League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 1981/2

London Metropolitan League Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 
1977/8, 1978/9

Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8

Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9, 1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern Floodlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9

Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7

London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6

Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6
 

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8

HONOURS



WALTHAMSTOW WALSHAM-LE-WILLOWS

James Harkin
Emmanuel Dasho

Lee Flynn
Ryan Ramsay

Craig Pope
Jack Leachman

Junior Appiah
Jake Giddings

James Peagram
Christian Owusu

Rheo Josephs

Josh Brimacombe-Wiard
Kubilay Akbayrak

Tony DaSilva
Harry Watkins

Ross Pope

Craig Nurse
Jack Brame
Sam Peters
Ryan Clark
Lee Sim
Andy Cusack
Lee Warren
Callum Dongray 
Kehan Whitby
Steve Fenner
Ben Mills

Lee Hammond
George Bugg
Niall McPhillips
Joe Boulter
Matt Collins

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
14
15
16
17

MANAGER:
RYAN MAXWELL

MANAGER:
MIKE POWLES

OFFICIALS
Dajour McKenzie-George, Gheorghe Moraru, Julio Joseph

NEXT MATCHES
Woodford Town (A)
28.8.18 // 7.45PM

Southend Manor (A)
22.8.18 // 7.45PM

Southend East (0.5 mile)

Takeley (H)
18.8.18 // 3PM

Harlow Town (1.5 miles)


