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THE EDITOR

ood afternoon everyone, welcome to 
Wadham Lodge for our first game of the 
2019-20 Essex Senior League season 
against Tower Hamlets.  

The three months since our last competitive fixture 
have flown by. I ran the London Marathon! (you’re 
going to be hearing about that one for a while), 
England have won a World Cup and we’ve suffered 
the hottest day ever, the day after we got a new Prime 
Minister. I don’t think those last two are unconnected. 
 
We played Clapton CFC that evening and despite 
it being well over 30 degrees, and our third game 
in six days, we still played with such an incredible 
intensity. And that’s been the one standout thing for 
me this pre-season. We know the players have got 
the quality, and we’ve seen some excellent football 
in pre-season too, but the fitness and desire of the 
30-odd players we’ve used has been remarkable. 

We won three and drew three of our pre-season 
games, including playing four in eight days to round it 
off. But even against higher-level opposition, we were 
making it so hard for them just by having two, three 
or sometimes four of our players surrounding the ball. 
 
You can see the desire to win the ball back as soon as it’s 
lost, and I think that bodes so well for the season to come. 
 
This time last year, we started our season a bit 
slowly. There was perhaps a bit of apprehensiveness 
there, and a few nerves. But we’ve now got a settled 
squad, who have spent the best part of seven 
months together, and know each other inside out. 
 
We’re going to have a target on our back in every game 
we play this season, but I know this team are up to the 
challenge.

Andrzej

ANDRZEJ PERKINS
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THE TREE SURGEON
CHARLIE WARD

elcome back to the Lodge for our opening 
League game of the season, although we 
have been playing friendly games here 
for several weeks.

In life in general, you could class me as having a Victor 
Meldrew outlook (me and the Chairman definitely the 
UK version of Grumpy Old Men).

When it comes to my football team however, I would 
call myself a realistic optimist.

Always hoping that this is going to be “THE” season 
when everything comes together and we start the long-
awaited climb up the non-league ladder to success but, 
tempered with experiences and past knowledge of how 
things can and usually do, go drastically wrong.

They say “it’s the hope that kills you” - how true that is.
Many times over the years, especially in the last couple 

of decades, I had the feeling that this was going to be 
“it”, only to be let down.

Two seasons ago, under “Q”, I thought his young side 
had enough quality to take the League by storm, look 
how that turned out.

But, this season it feels different, with the club as a 
whole having a “feel good” factor about it.

On the pitch, we have managed to keep the majority 
of the side that finished so impressively last season and 
strengthened in certain positions as well.

I think the important point is that, last season we 
recruited players who had, in the main, played in the 
Isthmian League and I think that some of them failed 
to adapt to the demands of the Essex Senior League, 
whilst this summer, we have brought in players who, in 
the main, have at least one season in the ESL under 
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CHARLIE WARD

their belts and know what to expect and what is needed 
to be successful.

The team have been working like demons in sometimes, 
unbelievable heat, getting themselves fit and to 
maintain the level of fitness demanded by the manager 
and was recognized last season by the Hullbridge 
manager who said we were the “fittest team in the 
League by a country mile”.

We also have the “fittest player in the ESL”, playing for 
us - see manager Ryan Maxwell for details.

Although you cannot always gauge results based on 
friendly games as a guide to how you will do once the 
season gets under way, our performances seem to have 
been impressive, against, mainly teams from at least 
one level higher than ourselves.

So, on the pitch, it seems at the moment to indicate 
good things ahead but, off the pitch things have been 
progressing equally well.

We have tie ins with half a dozen organisations up until 
now and our main sponsors are not just paying “lip 
service” to being a sponsor.

As well as providing training tops and bags for the 
players, BeSpoke have been actively involved in 
meeting with the club committee and supporters, 
discussing what new events/incentives can be organized 
to attract more support to the club.

We have set up a partnership with Ryan FC, one of 
the most successful youth sets ups in London who will 
represent us at under 18 level and some of their 17 and 
18 year old players have already played for the first 
team in a pre-season friendly and noticeably, did not 
look overawed or out of place, which bodes extremely 
well for the future development of the club.

Added to that, the higher profile of our club which has 
occurred in recent months.

The addition of Aaron Moore to our media team has 
raised the bar on the web site content from what was 
an already, superb level.

Match reports after friendly games have been 
enhanced by comments from the manager every time 
and the fantastic content on the Twitter feed as well as 
masses of photos on Facebook, give isolated supporters 
like myself as much Walthamstow FC “fix” as I can 
handle.

Our opening salvo sees the visit of Tower Hamlets, who 
last season had what I would describe as a “chalk and 
cheese” campaign.

First half of the season was very successful and they 
were well up in the top half of the table but, after 
January they stuttered quite badly and by the time we 
played them in the final few weeks, they were laying 
very much in mid-table.

That did not stop them putting an end to our impressive 
run but, on the night, I think it was a case of “one game 
too far”, as tiredness set in, plus the realization that 
neither Stansted or Hullbridge were likely to slip up and 
let us into the top two.

As I write these notes trying to gaze into my crystal ball 
to see where will be at the end of the season, I realise, I 
do not have a crystal ball so don’t have a clue.

However, I am certain that in Ryan Maxwell, we have 
a manager who sets extremely high standards for 
himself, the players and the team and he is determined 
to get us promoted this season and I believe that the 
squad buys into this and want to play for him, so much 
so, that several of them turned down opportunities to 
play ay a higher level in order to play for us.
This season will be tough - last season was a good one 
and we caught many people by surprise, at least until 
November/December.

This season everyone will have seen how well we did last 
season and have seen the additions we have made to 
our squad, so we will not be the surprise package again, 
in fact, I dare say, we will be the team that every team 
wants to beat, so the pressure is on.

Mind you, I bet that, it is exactly the sort of situation 
that Ryan and the team will relish.

Right so, let’s get with it - “Come On You Stow!”
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Pre-season training takes its toll
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Tower Hamlets finished 16 th in the Essex 
Senior League and avoided the worst possible 
start by getting at least one point in the first 5 
games. They had lost to Clapton, Redbridge,
Stansted and Saffron Walden but narrowly 
avoid a very poor start by drawing with Leyton
Athletic. 

There was nothing to shout about in the FA 
Competitions as Tower Hamlets fell at the 
first hurdle in both the FA Cup and the FA 
Vase. They lost 2-0 to Stanway Rovers in the 
Extra Preliminary round of the FA Cup and 
defeated by 3 goals to against Langford.
It was the same in some of their other cup 
competitions, falling to defeat in the first 
game.

They were knocked out of Gordon Brasted 
Memorial Trophy by Sawbridgeworth, who 

won 5-2 whilst Barking ended their run in 
the London Senior Cup with a 4-0 win. The 
Errington Challenge Cup was slightly better 
but ended after the second game, losing 3-0 
to West Essex on penalties following a 3-3 
draw.

Wins against Sawbridgeworth Town and Grays 
Athletic Reserves saw Tower Hamlets face
Aveley Reserves in the Quarter-final of the 
Peter Butcher Memorial Trophy but were 
beaten 2-0 on the day.

Tower Hamlets season ended two draws 
against Hoddesdon Town and West Essex as 
they got 8 points in the last, a better end to 
what was a poor start. Their biggest win was 
a 5-0 victory over Clapton whilst a 6-0 loss 
to St Margaretsbury was their biggest of the 
season.

today’s vistors
tower hamlets
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CLUB HISTORY
Tower Hamlets FC (formerly Bethnal Green United) 
was formed by Mohammed Nurul Hoque and Akhtar 
Ahmed in the year 2000. Chairman Mohammed 
Hoque first registered the name Tower Hamlets FC 
with the London FA in 2007, with a vision to change 
the name once the club obtained senior status. It was 
considered the existing name did not highlight the 
wider Tower Hamlets community.

Representing Tower Hamlets with its rich history 
and diversity gave the young people an opportunity 
to show what they could achieve. Tower Hamlets FC 
was created to give young people from the borough 
a sense of identity promote community cohesion, 
develop mutual understanding between young people 
from different backgrounds and opportunity for them 
to excel in a sport that they love. Since the formation 
of the club have played in several leagues including: 
Canary Wharf Summer League, Inner London Football 
League, London County Intermediate League and 
Middlesex County Football League, under the name 
Bethnal Green United FC.

The club won the Middlesex County Premier Division 
in the 2008-09 and thus were promoted to the Essex 
Senior Football League, the highest level of football the 
club has ever played at.

In their first season in senior football (2009-10), under 
the guidance of Justin Gardner, the team challenged 
for the Essex Senior League title, but ended the 
season finishing in 5th place. However, success was 
still achieved when the club won the “Double” of the 
Gordon Brasted Memorial Trophy by beating Takeley 
FC 2-0 in the final, and the Essex Senior League 
Challenge Cup, beating Burnham Ramblers 4-1 at 
the Len Salmon Stadium. In addition, striker Anton 
Stephenson was the league’s top scorer with 34 goals 
and with it came the Don Douglas Trophy. The team 
continued a title tilt in 2010/11, but again finished 
short, completing the season this time in fourth.

A notable period of success came in the 2011-12 

season when the club went on an FA Carlsberg Vase 
run, with some good results, culminating in a last 16 
match away at Northern League side Dunston UTS, 
from Newcastle. The team lost the match 3-0 in the 
North-East against the side who would go on to the lift 
the trophy in May. The efforts of Justin Gardner were 
noticed by Isthmian Premier League club Aveley FC, 
and in February 2012, Gardner left to join the Essex 
side. Kirk Whitelock was installed as caretaker boss for 
the remainder of the season, but the team ended up 
finishing down in 9th place.

Anton Stephenson took charge for the 2012-13 season 
and done a wonderful job, but halfway through the 
season he had to step back and be away for a while 
due to personal problems, and Anton left his assistant 
manager Anthony Gradley in charge. Unfortunately, 
Anton returned too late in the season for the team’s 
fortunes to turn around and ended up finishing in 12th 
place. Chairman Mohammed Hoque appointed AJ 
Olatunbosun and Steve Willis as joint managers for 
the 2013-14 season and they pushed title hopefuls 
Great Wakering Rovers, Enfield 1893 and Haringey 
Borough all the way, topping the table for a spell during 
the season, but the team finished in fourth, still with a 
club record points tally for senior football. The 2014-15 
season was when one of the worst seasons in the club’s 
history on and off the pitch.

Ade Abayomi took over from AJ Olatunbosun in 2015, 
but a youthful squad performed poorly.

Olatunbosun returned as manager for 2017-18, and 
with a more experienced team performed strongly, 
albeit a little inconsistently. They had their best ever 
run in the FA Vase, reaching the second round. 

However, Olatunbosun left at the end of the 2018-19 
season, joining Alan Fenn at Fisher.
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we’ve met before

Date Competition Venue Score Result
03/08/2011 Friendly Neutral 3-3 Drew
04/11/2014 Essex Senior League Home 3-1 Won
04/02/2015 Essex Senior League Away 0-0 Drew
12/09/2015 Essex Senior League Home 1-4 Lost
25/01/2016 Essex Senior League Away 3-1 Won
29/10/2016 Essex Senior League Away 1-1 Drew
21/12/2016 Gordon Brasted Trophy Home 3-0 Won
25/02/2017 Essex Senior League Home 1-1 Drew
06/09/2017 Essex Senior League Away 0-5 Lost
02/12/2017 Essex Senior League Home 4-1 Won
24/11/2018 Essex Senior League Away 2-0 Won

02/03/2019 Essex Senior League Home 1-0 Won

WON: 6       DREW: 4       LOST: 2       FOR: 27         AGAINST: 17

The first meeting between us and Tower 
Hamlets came eight years ago to the day, 
when they were known as Bethnal Green 
United, and we were Waltham Forest.

The game ended in a 3-3 draw at the Met 
Police Sports Club in Chigwell (pictured 
above). After being three goals down against 
a United side which included former Stags 
Gbenga Sonuga, Jamie Petts, Darryl Wilson, 
Carey Wright, Marlon Boateng, Junior Luke, 
Danny Gabriel and Victor Renner all playing.

Jeff Hammond scored our first, Josh Bonnett 
got our second and Joel Palmer got the 
leveller in a game which boiled over a few 

times despite being a friendly.

In one of the first few games of the 2017-
18 season we lost 5-0 at Mile End Stadium, 
a ground where we seem to have struggled 
recently, especially against Hamlets’ co-
tentants Sporting Bengal United. Forest 
started well that day, but it was all downhill 
after the quarter of an hour mark, as Hamlets 
seemed likely to score with every attack.

More recently though, things have gone 
Stow’s way. Last season we won 2-0 at Mile 
End, and at Wadham Lodge, Dwade James’ 
89th minute penalty was enough to secure a 
1-0 victory. 
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TOTAL MEETINGS | 52
W 6 D 4 L 2

STAT ATTACK

STOW

ON THE RECORD

SOCIAL MEDIA

TEN YEAR LEAGUE RECORD LAST 5 GAMES | 12 PTS
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2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2016-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

16th

21st

17th
18th

23rd

9th

19th

12th

17th

3rd

Leyton Athletic 5-0 W

Takeley (H) 2-0 W

Sporting Bengal U (A) 0-2 L

St Margaretsbury (H) 4-0 W

Southend Manor (A) 5-2 W

TOP SCORER
Dwade James (23)

MOST APPS
Craig Pope (38)

CLEAN
SHEETS

15
YELLOW
CARDS

78
RED 
CARDS

5

STATS

TWITTER FACEBOOK

5,065 619

@WalthamstowFC @WalthamstowFC

Note: Stats apply to end of last season
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STAT ATTACK

TOWER HAMLETS

ON THE RECORD

SOCIAL MEDIA

TEN YEAR LEAGUE RECORD LAST 5 GAMES | 8 PTS
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2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2016-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

5th
4th

9th

12th

4th

17th 17th

20th

11th

16th

Takeley (A) 0-2 L

Redbridge (A) 4-1 W

Sawbridgeworth Town (A) 3-0 W

Hoddesdon Town (A) 1-1 D

West Essex (A) 1-1 D

TOP SCORER
Luke With (7)

MOST APPS
Flavio Jumo (33)

CLEAN
SHEETS

7
YELLOW
CARDS

32
RED 
CARDS

6

LIFE

TWITTER FACEBOOK

2,258 774

@towerhamletsfc @TowerHamletsFC

BIGGEST STOW WIN
v Tower Hamlets

4-1 (2017)

BIGGEST HAMLETS WIN
v Stow

5-0 (2017)

Note: Stats apply to end of last season
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After trialling the use of sin bins around the country, 
The FA have now decided it will be introduced across 
all levels of football in England at Step 5 and below.

IFAB gave each National Football Association the 
chance to introduce sin bins. They can either be used 
for System A - all cautions (YC), or System B - some 
cautions (YC). The English FA has decided that sin bins 
will only be used for Dissent Cautions. It’s because of 
these variations among different FA’s, sin bins will not 
be used where teams could play a team from a different 
country.

Sin Bins will not apply in competitions or friendlies 
involving teams from Step a and above. This means 
they will not be used in The FA Cup, Essex Senior Cup 
or Thameside Trophy, but they will be used in all Essex 
Senior League and League Cup Competitions and The 
FA Vase.

The Referee will determine whether the caution is for 
Dissent and will take the following action. If the player 
is to go to the Sin Bin the referee will show a yellow 

card and point with both arms to the Sin Bin (usually 
the team’s technical area). A Sin Bin offence will not 
be subject to a fine by the FA.

The length of time in the Sin Bin will be 10 minutes. 
This starts when play restarts, and may be extended 
if the offending team tries to waste time. If the 10 
minutes has not be completed at the end of the first 
half it continues into the second half. At the end of the 
second half it continues into extra time where that is 
being played.
• A player who has been in the Sin Bin can only 

be substituted once the 10 minutes have been 
completed.

• A player who has been in the sin bin who then 
commits another YC offence can continue to 
play.

• A player who receives 2 Sin Bin dismissals cannot 
re-enter play, but can be substituted.

• A player who receives 2 Sin Bin dismissals and 
another YC cannot re-enter play and cannot be 
substituted.

• A player who receives 2 YC that are not Sin Bin 
dismissals will be sent off (as at present).
• After completing the Sin Bin 
dismissal, the player can return to play 
with the referee’s permission, which can 
be given while the ball is in play.
• A goalkeeper who has been in 
the Sin Bin can return with the referee’s 
permission while the ball is in play, but 
only as an outfield player, until play has 
stopped, when he can resume in goal.
• A player who in the Sin Bin at the 
end of the match is permitted to take part 
in a penalty shoot out.

ALL CHANGE PLEASE



15

The International Football Association Board 
(IFAB) has tweaked some of the laws for the 
2019/20 season. Some will apply at all levels 
of the games, while others won’t. These are 
summarised as follows:-

LAW 3 – applies to all levels
A player being substituted must leave the field 
at the nearest point on the ouch line, unless 
otherwise directed by the referee. [This avoids 
the tactical substitution late in the game where 
the player furthest from the Technical Area is 
substituted and tries to waste time by taking 
ages to leave the pitch.]

LAW 4 – applies at all levels
Undershirts may be multicoloured or patterned, 
but only if they are exactly the same as the shirt 
sleeve.

LAW 5 – some of this applies at all levels
The referee cannot change a restart decision 
after play has restarted, but, or realising the 
decision was incorrect, may issue a YC or RC 
for the previous incident. Team officials guilty of 
misconduct can be shown a YC/RC, but if the 
offender cannot be identified the senior coach 
in technical area receives the YC/RC. When a 
penalty has been awarded and the penalty taker 
has been injured, they can receive treatment 
and stay on the field to take the penalty.

LAW 7 – won’t happen very often
When required a “drinks” break not exceeding 
1 minute, and a “cooling break” not exceeding 
3 minutes may be allowed. The time taken for 
these breaks will be added to the stoppage time 
at the end of the half.

LAW 8 – applies at all levels
When the referee drops the ball for one player 
of the team that last touched the ball, all other 
players of both teams must be 4.5 yards from 
the ball until it is in play.

LAW 9 – applies at all levels

If the ball touches a match official and remains 
on the field and a team starts a promising 
attack, the ball goes directly into the goal, 
or possession changes, play is stopped and a 
dropped ball awarded to the team in possession 
before it touched the match official

LAW 12 – applies at all levels.
Non-deliberate hand ball should not be 
penalised if the ball touches a players hand/arm 
directly from that players head, body or foot, 
from another player who is close, if the hand/
arm is close to the body and does not make 
the body unnaturally bigger, or when a player 
falls and the hand/arm is between the body and 
the ground, but not extended away from the 
body. If the goalkeeper handles the ball inside 
the penalty area when not permitted to do so 
(eg a back pass from a team mate), an indirect 
free kick is awarded; there is no disciplinary 
sanction.

LAW 13 – applies at all levels
When a free kick is awarded to the defending 
team in their penalty area, the ball is in play 
once it has been kicked; it does not have to 
leave the penalty area.

LAW 14 - applies at all levels
When a penalty is awarded the goalkeeper 
must have at least part of one foot on the goal 
line when the kick is taken. They cannot stand 
behind the goal line and must not touch the 
goal posts, crossbar or net. If the penalty taker 
feigns to kick the ball after the run up and does 
not kick it, they will be cautioned.

LAW 15 -applies at all levels.
At throw ins opponents must be at least 2 yards 
from the point on the touchline where the 
throw in is to be taken (even if the thrower is 
back from the line).

LAW 16 – applies at all levels. 
The ball is in play from a goal kick when it moves; 
it does not have to leave the penalty area.
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The 
Beer 
Hunter
Welcome one and all to the start of another 
season! As regulars will know, this is the 
programme column which gives hints and 
recommendations for finding the best pubs and 
beer on our Away travels, based on extensive 
and exhaustive research by the Beer Hunter and 
his lady assistant together with information 
culled from that essential traveller’s guide, 
the Campaign for Real Ale’s Whatpub website 
(whatpub.com). Don’t leave home without 
consulting it, folks! 

We have a few new destinations to explore this 
season, though it’s a shame we shall no longer 
have our annual trip to Hullbridge and the 
agreeably quirky Smuggler’s Den at the far end 
of the village. Check it out if you’re down that way 
for a stroll by the river, together with the nearby 
Anchor with its massive garden. 

Having said that, the ever-mysterious vagaries 
of the ESL fixture list mean we don’t actually have 
an Away game scheduled for several weeks yet, 
so we’ll start off by previewing one of the year’s 
highlights for lovers of good beer - CAMRA’s Great 
British Beer Festival at Kensington Olympia. This 
starts on the evening of Tuesday 6th August and 
runs right through until the evening of Saturday 
10th. As ever, it features a mind-boggling array 
of beer, cider and perry from all over Britain and 
all around the world, together with food stalls, 
sales stands, live entertainment, breweriana 
raffles, tasting sessions, pub games and more. 
A truly fantastic event - for full details, ticket 
prices and all the information you need, see 
gbbf.org.uk . See you there! 
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classic programme
david chapman

It was the hottest day ever in the UK last 
week, so what better time to begin the 
new football season. Although as I write 
the rain is pouring down.

If it is to be a burning hot day the referee should have 
it in his authority to stop for a drinks break (the Beer 
Hunter probably thinks that should be a swift half in 
the Dog n’ Duck). Whatever the weather I hope Tower 
Hamlets enjoy their visit to Wadham Lodge.

Tower Hamlets were established in the Millennium 
Year, and granted senior status in 2009. 

In such a short existence the club has managed to win 
the Middlesex County League and Cup as well as the 
League Cup of the Essex Senior League.

Having said they were founded in 2000 I actually 
played for Tower Hamlets back in the sixties. If I recall 
they were the local council team.

So, for this opening day classic programme, I give you 
a one covering Millwall, then having just moved over 
from the north to south of the Thames, so a loose 
connection with Tower Hamlets. 

It is a Reserve game between Millwall and Leyton 
played in the London League on 27th April 1912. 

At the time both clubs were members of the Southern 
League, effectively the third tier of English football. 
Looking at the two line-ups the most noticeable name 
is that of the Leyton centre forward, ‘Buchan’. 

It is not the legendary, Charlie Buchan, whom Leyton 
sold to Sunderland for the then world record fee, but 
his younger brother, Tom Buchan. 

Other names to mention are James Moles, formerly 
of ‘Spurs and after Leyton transferred to Birmingham 
City in the second division. James served in the Great 
War only to succumb to his wounds in November 1915. 
His style of play was described as ‘aggressive’.

He had signed on as a soldier way back in 1900, only 
to be thrown out as he lied about his age and being 
too young to enlist. A truly brave man and we should 
rightly be proud to have been his main team. Most of 
the other Leyton players had seen service with a variety 
of league clubs. 

Amongst the Millwall side was William Voisey, who 
made one war-time International appearance for 
England in 1919. He also managed the British Olympic 
team in the famous 1936 Berlin Olympics. Controversy 
the British football side gave the ‘Hitler’ salute. 

Whilst the reserve sides were battling it out in the 
London League the first elevens were at Osborne Road 
in the Southern League. 

That game ended in a win for Leyton but was not 
enough to stop us being relegated in last place. We had 
made a fight of it. In the last seven games we only los 
twice, winning two and drawing the other three.

The next game scheduled for the Millwall Den was Kent 
versus London in aid of the Titanic Disaster Fund.

Did you know that it was Millwall who first used the 
‘I’m for ever blowing bubbles’ song, before West Ham 
United. Not a lot of people know that.
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F-A Cmp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused
Aug Sat 3 H Tower Hamlets ESL

Sat 10 H Sporting Bengal United FAC
Sat 17 H Stansted ESL
Sat 24 H Hadley ESL

Sep Sat 7 H Hoddesdon Town ESL
Sat 14 A Enfield ESL

Wed 18 H Ilford ESL
Sat 21 H Takeley ESL

Wed 25 A Clapton ESL
Sat 28 H Cockfosters ESL

Oct Tue 8 A St Margaretsbury ESL
Sat 19 A Redbridge ESL

Wed 23 A Sporting Bengal United ESL
Sat 26 A Southend Manor ESL

Nov Sat 2 A Ilford ESL
Sat 9 H Saffron Walden Town ESL
Tue 12 H Woodford Town ESL
Sat 16 A Tower Hamlets ESL
Sat 23 H Southend Manor ESL
Sat 30 H Hashtag United ESL

Dec Sat 7 A West Essex ESL
Sat 21 A Hashtag United ESL

Jan Sat 4 H Clapton ESL
Sat 11 A Hoddesdon Town ESL
Sat 18 A Stansted ESL

Feb Sat 8 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Sat 15 A Hadley ESL
Sat 22 A Takeley ESL
Sat 29 H Enfield ESL

Mar Sat 7 A Saffron Walden Town ESL
Sat 14 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL

Wed 18 H West Essex ESL
Sat 28 H St Margaretsbury ESL

Apr Fri 3 A Woodford Town ESL
Sat 11 H Redbridge ESL
Sat 18 A Cockfosters ESL
Sat 25 H Sporting Bengal United ESL

TBC Buckhurst Hill ETT
2nd Round FAV
1st Round GBT
1st Round ERC
1st Round ESC

FIXTURES & RESULTS

ESL = Essex Senior League | ESC = Essex Senior Cup | FAC = FA Cup | FAV = FA Vase | ETT = Essex Thameside Trophy | GBT = Gordon Brasted Trophy | ERC = Errington Cup
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WHAT YOUTH CLUB(S) DID YOU PLAY FOR?
I didn’t play for anyone special. I played for a local team 
called Byron Red Star and LOASS in Waltham Forest

WHO WAS YOUR FOOTBALLING IDOL 
GROWING UP?
There were two – Ledley King because of the position 
I play now and Paul Gascoigne because of the position 
I used to play

WHAT DID/DO YOU SUPPORT AND WHY DID 
YOU CHOOSE THAT TEAM?
Tottenham. I was born in Hackney so it was my local 
team and because my Dad’s a Spurs fan so I’m following 
the trend

WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENT IN 
FOOTBALL?
Playing in competitions like the FA Cup has got to be 
one of my biggest achievements

WHAT ARE YOU AMBITIONS?
I’m getting on a bit now so to play as high as possible is 
my ambition but I also want to enjoy my football

WHAT IS THE BEST THING ABOUT PLAYING 
FOR WALTHAMSTOW?
There’s a good group here and with the support of the 
chairman, manager and staff, this club is definitely 
going somewhere and is one to watch for the future

WHAT IS THE BEST GAME YOU’VE BEEN 
INVOLVED IN?
Last season I played for a Sunday team as well and 
we were in a cup final. We were 3-1 down with 10 
minutes to go and won 4-3. So, for the atmosphere 
and occasion that’s the best game

WHAT WOULD BE YOUR DREAM CLUB TO 
PLAY FOR?
Tottenham, hands down. Regardless of the money, I 
would play for them for free

WHO IS THE WORST DRESSED?
There’s a long list. Nicky Symons has some has bad 
gear, Ollie [Fortune] is an estate agent so has some 
bad gear and Ryan Reed wears shorts that are too tight

WHO HAS THE WORST TASTE IN MUSIC? 
The manager, Ryan, has the worst. If we give him the 
playlist, we’d be listening to Kings of Leon and Oasis 
on repeat

WHO HAS THE WORST BANTER?
Kyan [Gulliver] has the worst banter, for sure

WHO THINKS THEY ARE THE CLUB’S HARD 
MAN?
There’s only one person. It’s got to be the gaffer as I’ve 
seen a few bottles flying around

VINNY MURPHY
Vinny returned to Stow for a second spell just after Christmas last year. He was key 
in tightening the team’s defence, and only lost one game out of 17 that he played in.
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player in focus

david
bastian
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David was a typical no-nonsense defender of the early 
2000s who has had an impressive non-league career.

He made his first senior appearances for Barking in the 
1998-9 season, before moving on to Horsham where 
he spent two seasons.

He joined Leyton Pennant at the start of the 2001-2 
season, and was a mainstay in a team which finished 
sixth in the Isthmian League Division Two, having just 
as much fun off the pitch as they did on it.

A change in living location saw Bastian move out to 
Wivenhoe for the 2002-3 season, and part of 2003-
4, before rejoining Pennant, now Waltham Forest with 
a month to go at the end of 2004. His comeback game 
was against Arlesey Town, and he scored one of his few 
goals for the club a week later, an absolute screamer, at 
home to eventual champions Yeading United.

Bastian Made 33 appearances the following campaign 
for Forest, and 28 the season after. He was a key player 
in blending experience with youth, which saw Forest 
win the Essex Senior Cup in 2006.

Following Hakan Hayrettin’s departure, Bastian was 
one of a number of players to move to Enfield Town, 
where he spent the next five seasons – sandwiching a 
short spell at Maldon Town. He was voted Town’s Player 
of the Season in the 2008-9 campaign, and was always 
a fans’ favourite, though his rather robust tackling style 
did worry the fans at time.

Two full season with Ware were next, show Dave ‘still 
had it’, and he was still playing senior football in 2014, 
with a spell at Hertford Town.

While his senior career may have ended, Bastian is 
still as fit as ever, playing Veterans Football on both 
Saturdays and Sundays. On Saturdays, he has turned 
out for Little Waltham, playing alongside former 
Stow players Simon Tickner and Chris Elad, as well 
as legendary non-league names like Ricci Crace and 
Stafford Browne.

David also completed the 2019 London Marathon, 
dress as an ostrich.

Season Club League Cup Total
Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals

1998-9 Barking 30 4 34
1999-0 Horsham 29 1 29 1
2000-1 Horsham
2001-2 Leyton Pennant 32 32
2002-3 Wivenhoe Town
2003-4 Wivenhoe Town
2003-4 Waltham Forest 6 1 6 1
2004-5 Waltham Forest 33 33
2005-6 Waltham Forest 28 28
2006-7 Enfield Town
2007-8 Enfield Town
2008-9 Enfield Town
2008-9 Maldon Town
2009-10 Enfield Town
2010-11 Enfield Town 1 1
2011-12 Ware 32 32
2012-13 Ware 24 24
2013-14 Hertford Town 11 11

Overall 39 2 2 1 41 3
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE
Last season’s final table P W D L GF GA GD PTS

C Hullbridge Sports 38 27 6 5 79 33 46 87
2 Stansted 38 26 4 8 87 39 48 82
3 Walthamstow 38 24 8 6 85 38 47 80
4 Saffron Walden Town 38 23 7 8 106 53 53 76
5 Takeley 38 23 4 11 76 45 31 73
6 Woodford Town 38 19 7 12 88 54 34 64
7 St Margaretsbury 38 16 6 16 63 82 -19 54
8 Sporting Bengal United 38 15 8 15 79 76 3 53
9 Hoddesdon Town 38 13 13 12 55 45 10 52
10 Ilford 38 14 7 17 59 65 -6 49
11 Clapton 38 14 7 17 64 73 -9 49
12 Redbridge 38 13 8 17 71 78 -7 47
13 West Essex 38 13 8 17 61 69 -8 47
14 Enfield 38 12 10 16 56 79 -23 46
15 Stanway Rovers 38 12 6 20 53 80 -27 42
16 Tower Hamlets 38 11 7 20 51 64 -13 40
17 Southend Manor 38 11 6 21 49 66 -17 39
18 Sawbridgeworth Town 38 10 8 20 46 83 -37 38
R Barkingside 38 6 7 25 39 92 -53 25
R Leyton Athletic 38 4 11 23 36 89 -53 23

TODAY’S FIXTURES

Clapton v Hoddesdon Town
Hadley v Enfield

Ilford v Stansted
Redbridge v St Margaretsbury

Saffron Walden Town v West Essex
Sawbridgeworth Town v Woodford Town

Southend Manor v Sporting Bengal United
Takeley v Cockfosters

Walthamstow v Tower Hamlets



28

Walthamstow started off the quickest when Samrai Gebrai got down the right and 
crossed the ball but it was just missed by Prince Madu who tried to attack the ball.

Despite the quick start from Stow, Coggeshall dominated early possession as they 
controlled the tempo but couldn’t find a way through the Walthamstow defence.

Jack Folan had a shot for Stow, but Coggeshall continued to dominate when a 
deflected shot went just wide. Not long after, they were awarded a penalty when 
Charlie Yexley tangled with a forward on the corner of the penalty area. The initial 
kick was saved by Bransgrove before the follow-up was scored but ruled out by the 
referee for encroachment.

Neither side could find the breakthrough despite a number of chances. Dwade James 
saw his effort saved by the legs of the goalkeeper before Samrai Gebrai has a shot 
saved at the near post whilst an effort from the visitors was curled just wide of the 
target. The first half ended goalless.

Coggeshall began the second half on the front foot, but the further the game went 
on, the more chances Stow had.  pull back by Aiken was just behind James before 
Folan dragged a shot just wide and Aiken had Stow’s best chance when his shot was 
narrowly over the bar.

The teams became sloppy in possession and neither side controlled for the rest of the 
half, but Coggeshall went close twice; a header from their number 18 was wide of the 
target before number 12’s effort from outside the box was just over.

27.07.19

Friendly

0
0

All the best to Walthamstow FC for the 2019-20 season
from Wild Card Brewery

wildcardbrewery.co.uk@wildcardbrewery



29

All the best to Walthamstow FC for the 2019-20 season
from Wild Card Brewery

wildcardbrewery.co.uk@wildcardbrewery
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Wish Walthamstow FC all the best for the new season!

53 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, E17 4SA
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ome clubs have been playing pre-season 
games since the start of July. I doubt too 
many people have thought about it, but 
in three years’ time, we have a World 

Cup starting in November and ending a week before 
Christmas. I’m talking of Qatar, of course, when we 
are faced with a schedule-busting World Cup in the 
desert.

While the top level of the game will be forced into 
hibernation for more than a month, how will non-
league football cope with 2022? Will it continue, or 
will it also have a break? The effect of playing during 
a World Cup could be disastrous for non-league, with 
crowds impacted very negatively – my local club had a 
normally lucrative annual fixture coincide with a World 
Cup game and saw the normal attendance drop by 
more than 50%.

On the other hand, managed properly, it could also be 
a winner for fans eager to watch a game. It is difficult 
to judge and forecast how it will affect crowds at local 
football grounds, but having two or three home games 
decimated by the World Cup can have a significant 
influence on matchday revenues.

But how about a shift to summer football for the 2022 
season, if not before? As I write this article, I’m in my 
office, sweltering in 30-plus degrees of heat. The mere 
thought of summer football seems complete and utter 
madness, but I’ve long thought that non-league could 
benefit from detaching itself from big-time football in 
terms of its scheduling to maximise its audience and 
income potential.

Why? Midweek is just one aspect, with the obvious 
distraction of the seemingly never-ending Champions 

WORDS: NF JENSEN PHOTOS: DAVID BAUCKHAM

would summer work 
for non-league?
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League football. But when the weather pays havoc with 
fixture lists and the blood circulation and hip joints 
of the crowd (which invariably averages well over 50 
years of age), it is worth considering some “seasonal” 
adjustments. So, I’m tabling a switch to a season that 
results in some summer football. A campaign that 
begins in late March and ends in November. This gives 
non-league football the chance to have the football 
arena to itself for at least two months of the year. It 
also takes out the very cold months of December, 
January and February.

Some people are bound to ask about the FA Cup and 
how clubs will accommodate it. Well for non-league 
clubs, that’s usually over by November, with the odd 
exception. Furthermore, if the non-league game 
is recalibrated, the qualifying competition can be 
structured around the season’s start. The FA Trophy 
and FA Vase can also be adjusted to fit the new format. 
Summer football may also give the professional game 
the chance to loan-out players to non-league for 
experience and, in the case of injured players on their 
way back, a place for rehabilitation.

Late spring and summer football would attract bigger 
crowds, of that I am certain. The bone-numbing 
midweek game would be a thing of the past and balmy 
afternoons and evenings watching non-league football 

could become the new norm. Another benefit, with the 
warmer weather, is that the clubhouse will also do good 
business.

The school holidays would fall in the middle of the 
season, so there would be great opportunities to 
offer special deals to engage kids, including periphery 
activities like coaching courses. The new schedule may 
eventually change the demographics of the non-league 
game and get more young people involved, something 
which is vital for the future of the game at this level.

Summer football does exist across Europe – in fact, in 
the Republic of Ireland, they switched their domestic 
programme some years ago. And in Scandinavia, some 
leagues play on through the warmer months.

Of course, the climate has to be considered and the past 
few weeks have reminded us of the big issue of global 
warming and a deteriorating eco-system. Certainly, 
football at 30 degrees is not to be recommended, but 
one must hope that this current heatwave is a one-off. 
It’s a reminder that football in a Qatari summer would 
have been unbearable, hence the winter World Cup. 
But as an experiment, summer football at non-league 
level might just be worth a try.
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OUR HISTORY
The history of our great club is not what you’d call 
straightforward. Having reformed on at least three 
occasions, we’ve played under seven different names, 
but can lay claim to being the second-oldest club in 
London, and one of the oldest in the country.

The initial Leyton FC was formed in 1868 when The 
Reverent Morgan Lloyd obtained a pitch behind The 
Lion & Key public house. The first Leyton played 
mainly friendlies, but did take part in the FA Cup, 
before folding in 1880 when they lost their ground.

Seven years later, the members of Matlock Cricket 
Club, based on Hoe Street established a football club 
named after the Matlock Villas, which overlooked the 
club’s pitch. In 1894, Swifts moved out of Leyton, to 
a new ground in Blackhorse Road, Walthamstow.  This 
lasted just a season though, as the club moved back to  
Leyton and changed their name to Leyton FC in the 
process.

The club won the Essex Senior Cup on no fewer than 
five occasions, and the London Senior Cup, as well as 
the South Essex League four times.

Leyton turned professional in 1904, joining the 
London League. The following year, Leyton moved 
to Osborne Road, which would later become Leyton 
Orient’s Brisbane Road. 

In April 1912 a loan by a donor was called-in, and 
without any hope of paying it, the club disbanded for 
a second time.

Only a year later a third Leyton was formed, but this 
incarnation was extremely short-lived. The outbreak 
of war meant there was essentially no one to watch or 
play for the club, and it was suspended. 

The fourth Leyton was established in 1919, and it 
would be arguably the most successful period for the 
club, now back at the Hare and Hounds. Leyton won 
the FA Amateur Cup (now FA Trophy) twice, and 
were runners-up on four more occasions. They also 
reached the first round of the FA Cup four times and 

the second round three times.

After a successful 1950s and 60s, things dried up for 
Leyton, and by the 1970s they could not carry on, 
so a merger was completed with Wingate from north 
London.

The pinnacle of this club was winning the Athenian 
League in 1982, but by the early 90s with most of 
the former ‘Wingate’ committee now either deceased 
or having had left, the newly-merged Wingate & 
Finchley requested Leyton drop the ‘Wingate’ title 
from their name. 

By 1995, the Hare & Hounds was really beginning to 
show its age, and with Leyton not having the funds 
to bring it up to standard, a merger was completed 
with Walthamstow Pennant, with the new club being 
Leyton Pennant and playing at Wadham Lodge.

This club spent most of its life in Divisions One and 
Two of the Isthmian League, with no notable success, 
save for two London Challenge Cup final appearances.  
It’s first season in 1995 saw the club finish 4th in 
Division One, but it was mostly mid-table obscurity 
after that.

In 2003 the club changed names to Waltham Forest, 
and were bankrolled heavily with aspirations of playing 
in the Football League. Sadly, these never came 
to fruition and an Essex Senior Cup was the only 
silverware to show for it.

Disputes with the then-management at Wadham 
Lodge in 2008 saw the club exiled for five seasons, 
playing in Ilford. The first season back at Wadham 
Lodge, in 2013 ended in relegation to the Essex 
Senior League for the first time in the club’s history.

In 2018, the club changed names once more to 
Walthamstow FC. We hope this new change kick-
starts success both on and off the field, and enables 
the club to form part of the local community which 
deserves a thriving non-league club.
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HONOURS
As Leyton FC (1868-1894)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6

FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1887-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4

London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4

Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1876-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2, 1902/3

London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4
South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0, 1899/0

Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10

FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9

Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8

FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2

FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5

Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6

Essex Thameside Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7, 1992/3
Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3

East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3
Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)

Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7

London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

As Leyton-Wingate FC
(1976-1992)

FA Cup First Round: 1985/6 
Athenian League Champions: 1981/2

Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5

Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 – 1995)

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3

London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5
London Metropolitan League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 1981/2

London Metropolitan League Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 
1977/8, 1978/9

Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8

Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9, 1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern Floodlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9

Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7

London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6

Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8, 2018/9

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6
 

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8
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James Bransgrove
Charlie Yexley
Kyan Gulliver

Jack Folan
Jack Grosvenor
Vinny Murphy

Billy Jones
Ben Crilley

Dwade James
Emiel Aiken

Samrai Gebrai

Jamie Bennett
Ryan Reed

Olly Fortune
Steve Sylvester

Gus Douglas

Jermaine Anderson
James Ayobami Oderinde
Suaibo Balde
Ben Brookes
Jedidiah Brown-Johnson
Brandon Daniel
Loic Diouedi
Edward Dodman
Yoan Edoukou
Anthony Junior Tyreke Folkes
Ryan Murad

Anthony Musoke
Ezra Ndukuba
Cedric Olalere
Joshua Rusoke

1
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8
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10
11

12
14
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MANAGER:
RYAN MAXWELL

OFFICIALS
Referee: Gary Baker // Assistant Referees: Eddie Andrews and Ray Parmenter

NEXT MATCHES
Sporting Bengal Utd

10.9.19 // 3PM
Stansted (H)

17.9.19 // 7.45PM
Hadley (H)

24.9.19 // 3PM

TOWER HAMLETS

MANAGER:
ADE ABAYOMI


