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THE EDITOR
So, here we are! After five and a 
half months, we’re back playing 
competitive football, and with 
our supporters back in.

It’s been a very difficult few 
months for a lot of people, and 
at times it looked like we might 
not be playing football for a long 
time. I think nobody is under any 
illusions; this season is going to 
be very different, and a great 
amount of flexibility will be 
needed to get to the end of it. 

Clubs have had the full backing 
of the Essex Senior League, 
and they’ve done the best they 
can with the limited information 
given from Number 10 and the FA. It’s been good 
to see that the FA have a thorough understanding 
and respect for our level of football. In other 
news, I’m playing up front this evening.

We’ve lost the services of a few players since 
the end of last season. Stanley Muguo has moved 
on, though it’s not clear where. Callum Ibe has 
stepped up to Bishop’s Stortford, where he has 
featured regularly in pre-season, and Lewis 
Francis appears to have ended up back at Saffron 
Walden after playing for a number of different 
clubs over the last month.

Then there’s our top scorer from the last two 
seasons, Dwade James. Scoring 64 goals in 63 
games is going to get noticed, no matter what 
division you’re playing in, and I’m sure all Stow 
supporters will be happy (or as happy as can 
be to lose your main striker!) to see Dwade and 
Samrai Gebrai join Isthmian Premier side Hendon. 
Competition for Dwade’s signature was high, but 

it looks like he’s settled in well in north West 
London, finding the back of the net through pre-
season. I think few players have such a big impact 
on the club in a relatively short space of time, and 
his goals as well as his attitude on and off the 
pitch will certainly be missed.

We’ve had to take the positives from our pre-
season games so far, as the results haven’t all 
been the best. Building a new team is always going 
to be difficult, and everyone involved is sure that 
we’ve got the right players here to achieve our 
goals this season. I know Max has been working 
on players’ fitness and a few different tactical 
shapes in these friendlies, and that seemed to all 
come together in our final friendly against Enfield 
Town on Saturday, where we were unlucky not to 
beat Isthmian Premier opposition. Hopefully, that 
puts us in a good position to kick on, starting this 
evening.

Enjoy the game,
Andrzej 

With our promotion run cut short last season, and so much going 
on in the world, we should make the most of football returning



Good Evening,
 
A warm welcome back to Wadham Lodge to you 
all, it’s been a while! Finally a return to competitive 
football, and what a way to welcome it back with 
an FA Cup fixture to get us off and running against 
London Lions this evening
 
It’s been a tough time since the back 
end of March this year with regards 
to the Covid outbreak which put a 
halt to our title ambitions but it’s 
something we haven’t forgotten 
about. 

Although we have had a few 
players move onto pastures 
new, we have players who felt 
the same pain at their respective 
clubs last season and they have 
gelled well with the existing group 
of players and are all here for one 
reason.

They have worked 
tirelessly over the course 
of pre-season and their 
attendance given the 
circumstances has been 
exceptional which tells me 
that this season is one that 
we should all be looking 
forward to. 

The players are buying into 
the commitment culture 
we have discussed over the 
course of pre season.

We have an experienced group of players which 
I feel have the capabilities to achieve whatever 
they put their minds to this year and I’m really 
looking forward to seeing how things unfold over 
the course of the season.
 
Lastly I’d like to thank Andy, Lee, Steve, Danny & 
Andrzej and all of the other members of the club 
in all of their efforts over this period to make sure 

we are all in the right environment to succeed 
next season, it’s really has been a collective 
effort.
 
Enjoy tonight’s game and please, bring the 
noise! 
 
Max Mitchell

 
#WeAreWalthamstow

THE GAFFER
Max Mitchell gives us an update on what’s been happening over 
the summer, and what we can hope to see from Stow this season



THE STOW
CLUB SHOP

Next to the turnstiles
or at walthamstowfc.com
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THE TREE SURGEON

Welcome back to the start of 
another season, after a very 
bizarre period of non-football.
 
There’s so much to say in this 
opening set of notes, it is more 
a question of what to leave out. 

Firstly, just to say, I hope that 
everyone has stayed safe in 
these very troubling times.
 
Today we begin the competitive 
football with a visit from 
Spartan South Midlands side, 
London Lions, who I do not 
think we have played before in 
a competitive fixture.
 
With all clubs having so much 
time away from football and 
then having to cram everything 
into a short pre-season period, 
it will probably be the teams 
that gel together quickest, who 
get off to a good start.
 
We saw the departure, 
inevitably, of Dawde James 
to Hendon and also lost the 
services of Callum Ibe and 
Lewis Francis, who between 
them contributed 62 goals.
 
In order to replace the goals, 
we have signed Charncey 
Dash who, two seasons ago, 
was second highest scorer in 
the ESL after Dwade and Jon 
Clements who has managed 
over thirty goals for Colney 

Heath in the last few seasons 
and will, no doubt, be familiar 
with today’s opponents.
 
The only other players to have 
left are Samrai Gebrai who 
followed Dwade to Hendon and 
Stanley Muguo.
 
We have kept most of the 
midfield and defence from the 
team that ended last season 
but, have also brought on 
more experienced players to 
supplement those positions.
 
Players like David Cowley who 
has played in the Isthmian 
league for several sides and 
Brett O’Connor, who also has 
loads of Isthmian experience 
and played under Max Mitchell 
when he was manager at 
Hertford Town.
 
In fact, seven of the current 
squad have played under Max 
at either St Margaretsbury or 
Hertford, in a couple of cases 
at both, so he knows very well, 
what their capabilities are.
 
We also signed George Lataaya, 
another former Hertford player 
who also played for Waltham 
Abbey.
 
Our other big signing of the 
summer is Terry Spillane, who 
took Stansted from the bottom 
of the ESL to the Championship 

The Tree Surgeon is back for another season, to give his view 
on everything going on at Stow and in wider non-league.
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in three seasons, then led Redbridge into the 
second round proper of the FA Cup.
 
He also managed at Maldon & Tiptree/Aveley and 
had a short spell as manager Stanway Rovers.
 
That signing with the return of last season’s 
coach, Tony Faulkner, means we have two of the 
most experienced managers/
coaches in non-league football 
and will be able to help Max 
get the team playing to it’s 
maximum.
 
The number of football contacts 
all three of them have will 
enable this club to continue to 
bring in experienced players.
 
However, I notice that Max 
has also been using younger 
players in the squad and is 
determined to build on our 

relationship with Ryan FC.  
We all know that this club is 
determined to get promotion 
and the squad we are putting 
together is designed to achieve 
that aim.
 
Mind you, we also want a good 
cup run in the FA Cup to bring 
in some additional revenue, so 
we need to get off to a decent 
start today.
 
It is very exciting times at the 
club with everything seemingly 
going in the right direction and I 
just hope we can get ourselves 
off to a good start in both 
League and cup games.
 
We have been third in the last 
two ESL seasons, so let us try 
and go two places better this 
time.
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SOCIAL DISTANCING?
Stow’s pre-season set-piece routines give cause for concern
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SATURDAY 29 AUGUST • WADHAM LODGE

PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

STOW 1
SCORER: DASH

ENFIELD TOWN 1
SCORER: BLACKMAN
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Walthamstow finished off their pre-season 
preparations with a draw against Isthmian League 
Premier Division side Enfield Town. 

Although the good performance didn’t secure 
victory for Stow, it was enough to show the 
progress Stow have made since returning to 
action.
 
It was a strong start from Walthamstow who 
looked to get on the front foot quickly. George 
Lutaaya tried to bring the ball forward in the early 
moments but it was well defended before Stow’s 
trialist headed the ball straight at the keeper from 
a free-kick. 

Town slowly came into the game as a free-kick 
from the edge of the box was just over the target 
and a series of corners brought them close to an 
opening, but their attempts were saved or just 
over.
 
Lutaaya did well to bring a ball down but was 
pulled back as he shot, making it comfortable for 
the keeper. 

The visitors continued to push as they looked for 
the opener. A ball across goal was inches away 
from being poked in before their 10 was almost 
played, but it was collected well by Charlie Mann 
and a couple of chances were comfortable for 
Mann. 

Michael Toner almost added to this collection of 
goals from distance as he fired one inches wide 
of the target.
 
The deadlock was broken just before the half-
hour mark when the trialist had a shot deflected 
onto the post before Charncey Dash tapped the 
rebounded shot in from close range.
 
 The visitors tried to respond quickly but good 
defending prevents them from doing so. A shot 
was blocked on the line before a driving shot was 
well held. 

Charlie Mann made another fantastic save before 
the rebounded effort was sent wide. Both Dash 
and Toner came close to adding to the lead but 
their shots were either comfortable for the keeper 
or just wide.
 
Both sides tried to start quickly in the second half, 
but neither could create the chances. Enfield had 
a few shots which were well defended. 

A shot was blocked on the line before another 
was blocked in the box and the rebounded effort 
was sent wide.
 
Stow thought they had doubled their lead when 
the trialist headed the ball past the keeper, but it 
was ruled out for offside. 

Walthamstow continued to come forward as they 
began to dominate again. The trialist came close 
to scoring once again, but the acrobatic effort was 
tipped just past the post.
 
With less than 15 minutes to play, Enfield were 
awarded a generous penalty for handball and 
Blackman converted it despite Mann getting close 
to saving it.

Tommy Fletcher headed an effort just wide before 
Jon Clements was played through but couldn’t get 
his shot off and sent the eventual effort just wide.
 
Enfield were reduced to 10-men after a nasty 
challenge on the trialist saw their 15 sent off. 
Fletcher tried another attempt at a header but 
it was well caught before Enfield rattled a shot 
against the post before the rebounded attempt 
was tipped over by Mann.

Stow: Mann, Hammond, Conway, Toner, Fletcher, 
Beck, Lutaaya, Osei, Dash, Cowley, Trialist

Subs used: Aiken, Murphy, Spearman, Clements. 
Jeremiah, Scully
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MACCABI LONDON LIONS

CLUB INFO
FOUNDED:

1995
FORM:

W D L W W
POSITION 2020/21:

10TH
NICKNAME:

THE LIONS
HIGHEST LEAGUE FINISH

22ND - SPARTAN PREMIER (2014)
LAST SEASON:

London Lions found themselves 8th in the Spartan South Midlands League Division One last 
season before proceedings were brought to an abrupt end. Having played 27 games, they 
won 11, drew 6 and lost 10. Had the season continued, The Lions had 4 games in hand on 
7th-placed Shefford Town & Campton. 

It was a season of mixed results for the London side as they failed to pick up a lot of form 
throughout. Their biggest unbeaten run came towards the end of the season with a 6-game 
unbeaten run, including 3 draws.

Their runs in the cups were also mixed. Arlesey Town eliminated them from the League 
Challenge Cup in the First Round before they were eliminated from the FA Vase in the 1st 
Qualifying Round by Colney Heath. 

The Lions had better luck in the Herts Senior Centenary Cup, reaching the Quarter-final 
where they were knocked out by New River Athletic, losing 5-4 on penalties. They also went 
through three rounds of the Division One Cup, eventually losing 5-0 to Stotfold.
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KEY PLAYER
ADAM BOLLE
FORWARD
The son of former Leyton 
midfielder Jon Bolle, Adam 
started as a youngster at 
Orient, but bounced around 
steps 3 and 4 of the pyramid, 
including a brief spell with us 
in 2010 - failing to score in 7 
appearances.

After spells with Ilford, 
Waltham Abbey and Potters 
Bar, amongst others, Bolle 
started a number of spells 
with London Lions, where 
he has been their top scorer 
in each of the last three 
seasons.

Adam has also represented 
Great Britain at the 
Maccabiah Games alongside 
other former Stags Ben Long 
and Mitch Hahn.

In the summer of 1995 the players and officials of Maccabi Association 
London (MAL) decided that they had reached the limits of Sunday 
football and that a new challenge was required.

The Hertfordshire Senior County League was a popular choice, and 
the club made its debut in the 95/96 season under a new name of 
MALEX. After four seasons, the club had been competitive, but had 
narrowly missed out on promotion from Division 1 in each season.

During the summer of 1999, the club revised its management 
structure, and decided to change its name to 
London Maccabi Lions, whilst retaining its all-
Jewish status. 

This brought in an influx of new players, from 
a number of Maccabi League clubs, including 
national champions Scrabble. 

Under the management team of Bobby Fisher 
and Adam Solomons, the 1st team lost only 
three league games in their first season as they 
won the Division 1, and also reached the semi-
finals of the Aubrey Cup.

The club had to wait until 2007 to land its first 
major honour, when Lions beat Metropolitan 
Police to lift the Herts Centenary Trophy.

This was supplemented by the reserves who were also promoted as 
champions, in 2002, and made it to three Herts Reserve Cup finals, 
winning one in 09/10.

After a decade in the Herts Premier, in 2009/10 now under the 
stewardship of Tony Gold and Steve Grenfell, Lions won the Herts 
Senior County League for the first time in the club’s history, winning 
promotion to the Spartan South Midlands League in the process.

The following season – the club’s first in Spartan South Midlands 
Division One – they added a second Herts Centenary Trophy beating 
Letchworth Garden City Eagles 3-2 in the final.

Lions were able to go one better in 2012/13; winning the Spartan 

CLUB HISTORY



15

South Midlands Division One title and 
promotion to the Premier Division. The club 
also made their debut in the FA Cup, winning 
4-0 against Clapton.

On the edge of semi-professional football, 
the step up was a tall order for a team now 
missing many of its promotion winning side, 
and 2013/14 saw Lions suffer their first ever 
relegation at the end of a difficult season.

Having steadied the ship and changing its 
name to Maccabi London Lions, the club 
decided to return to the Herts Senior County 

League for 2015/16, seeking to promote 
a new generation under manager Andy 
Landesberg. 

There was immediate reward by winning the 
Anagram Records Trophy followed in 2016/7 
by an unprecedented treble of silverware in 
an incredible season that yielded the Herts 
County Premier title, Aubrey Cup and Herts 
Centenary Trophy.

With many of the squad now having come 
through the club’s massive youth set up; 
the club is once again is back in the Spartan 
South Midlands League Division One, finishing 

strongly in each of the last three seasons.

London Lions’ ground
Following residencies at a number of 
temporary venues beginning at the 
International University in Bushey, and 
including Copthall Stadium (now Saracens’ 
Allianz Park) and Gosling Stadium, 2002 saw 
the Lions find a permanent home at Rowley 
Lane, Arkley.

Due to a lack of floodlights and a stand, 
Lions’ senior team needed to ground 
share at St Albans City, Broxbourne, and 
Hemel Hempstead Town in order to play in 
the Spartan South Midlands League for 5 
seasons.

However, first team football returned to 
Rowley Lane for 2015/16 as the new Alan 
Mattey Stand and floodlights will more than 
meet the club’s needs in the future in the 
renamed Alpha Stadium.
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Exale Brewery and Taproom, proud to sponsor Walthamstow FC

THURS & FRI (4pm – 12am) | SAT (12pm – 12am) | SUN (12pm – 9pm)

Unit 2C, Uplands Business Park, London, E17 5QJ
info@exalebrewing.com | instagram.com/exalebrewing
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REECE CONWAY

Stow’s captain Conway has enjoyed 
spells at a few different clubs 
which have helped to shape his 
career. “I’ve played for Heybridge 
Swifts where I had my best FA Cup 
and Trophy run as well as playing 
with some real good quality. 

“I had the best dressing room and 
squad cohesion at Tilbury before 
playing for Aveley and having a 
couple of spells at Stow, so I’ve 
been about.”
 
Conway has many fond memories 
at the clubs he had been at, but 
some held more of an affection to 
him and were close to his heart. 
“My favourite club I’ve played at 
is here at Walthamstow. I’m loved 
here and I can feel that. I had a good 
time at Heybridge and hold Tilbury 
very close to my heart.” But his 
ambitions this season, are to win 
the ESsex Senior League title with 
the Stow.
 
It had been five months without 
football for everyone involved, and 
pre-season was the light at the end 
of the tunnel. With all that time off, 
Conway is back fighting fit. “It’s the 
best shape I have been in. The gaffer 
has trusted me to play almost 
every minute of every game.The 
game against Enfield was a bit of a 
change, with me playing left-back 
but I’m more than happy to do that. 
On a personal note, I have enjoyed it 
and I feel ready. As a team, we are 
in a good plce.”

“My favourite 
club I’ve played 
at is here at 
Walthamstow. 
I’m loved here 
and I can feel 
that”

After some difficult games in pre-
season, things game together in 
the last friendly against Enfield 
Town, and that’s the game Conway 
enjoyed most. “We worked 
hard for each other, backed the 
management and gave the fans 
something to cheer about.” Now all 
that’s left is for competitive football 
to returning, starting this evening.

Spending time at different clubs, 
there is no doubt that friendships 
will evolve. “Me and Vin are really 
close. I’m good friends with Toner 
and Cowley likes to be loved. Me 
and Vinny have been tight from the 
very season I came here.”
 
There’s a few new players in the 
Stow squad since the end of the 
last season, but it’s good to see that 
some things never change. 

According to Reece, Emiel Aiken still 
has the worst clobber in the group. 
“Emiel Aiken, 100%. He dresses like 
an old man and his colours do not 
match. It’s terrible.”
 
The lack of changing room 
availability has meant those with 
the worst music hasn’t been found 
out yet, but Jon Clements’ card is 
marked already; “I’d say Clemo 
because he just looked like he has 
a bad taste. 

And as for the worst banter? “Brett 
O’Connor. I never see him smile.”

Fans favourite and 2018-19 Player of the Year Reece Conway is enjoying his second spell 
at the club. We got to know him better as a player while he dished the dirt on his teammates.
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Cmp Att F-A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

Sep Tue 1 H London Lions FAC

Sat 5 A Sporting Bengal Utd ESL

Tue 8 H Stansted ESL

Tue 15 H Southend Manor ESL

Sat 19 A Harwich & Parkeston FAV

Fri 25 A West Essex ESL

Tue 29 H Hashtag United ESL

Oct Sat 3 A Takeley ESL

Tue 6 H Woodford Town ESL

Tue 13 A Hoddesdon Town ESL

Sat 17 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL

Tue 20 A St Margaretsbury ESL

Sat 24 A Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 31 H Cockfosters ESL

Nov Sat 7 A Ilford ESL

Sat 14 H Enfield ESL

Cmp Att F-A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

Sep Fri 4 A Aveley ESR

Sat 12 H Harlow Town ESR

Sat 19 H Saffron Walden Town ESR

Sat 26 A Takeley ESR

Cmp Att F-A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

Sep Thu 17 H Haringey Borough SCF

W/C 22 A Haringey or Chelmsfd. FAY

ESL = Essex Senior League | FAC = FA Cup | FAV = FA Vase

Please note, these fixtures are correct at the time of priting. Please check before travelling anywhere.

ESL = Essex Senior Reserve League

SCF = Southern Counties Youth Floodlit League | FAY = FA Youth Cup

FIXTURES AND RESULTS

RESERVES

UNDER 18s
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THE BEER 
HUNTER

A warm, socially-distanced welcome to one 
and all for this, the first game of the new 
season and the first step on one of the Roads 
to Wembley.  

As regular readers will know, the Beer Hunter’s 
primary mission is to identify and recommend 
the best places to find a good pint on our 
forthcoming Away travels, but at the time of 
going to press we only have one confirmed 
Away fixture as the full list hasn’t yet come out.

Moreover, that one confirmed fixture is at 
Sporting Bengal United, whose home at Mile End 
stadium is a pretty stiff hike from the nearest 
pub. This is the Star of the East in Commercial 
Road, near the junction with Burdett Road. 

This smartly-refurbished food-led pub does offer 
several good beers, but its website suggests that during these 
strange and difficult times you need to book a table in advance, so 
give them a bell beforehand on 0207 537 4373 if you’re thinking 
of dropping in there.

Across the board, pubs are implementing a variety of Covid-
related precautionary measures, though at most you can just 
turn up without having to book ahead. 

Locally, the Rose & Crown in Hoe Street does not allow you to 
order at the bar - on arrival the staff “book you in”, show you to a 
table, take your order and bring it to you.
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At the lately-refurbished Ferry Boat in Forest 
Road, they book you in, then direct you to the 
bar to place your order - but first you have to 
find a table, note its number, then go to the bar, 
place your order and return to your seat to have 
it brought to you. One plus here is the massive 
garden at the rear, beside the river.

Meanwhile, at the North Star in Leytonstone, a 
perspex screen extends the length of the bar - you 
sign yourself in, place your order at the bar and 
pick it up from the end, then find your own table. 

Like practically everywhere else, pubs prefer card 

payment if possible, but the 
North Star has a minimum card 
spend of £5 which is awkward 
if you’re only stopping for one 
(a packet of crisps will take you 
over the margin).

All very different from what 
we’re used to, but so is 
everything else these days. 
But at least our pubs are open 
again, and we haven’t yet heard 
of any locally that have closed 
permanently.  

Let us hope that situation 
continues and we don’t suffer 
a second lockdown - though if 
we do, a number of our local 
small independent breweries 
and other suppliers are offering 
a home delivery service, so 
support them if you can.  

Meanwhile, let’s raise a glass 
to the new season and hope it 
ends more conclusively than 
the last.  
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THE HISTORY FILES
David Chapman shares a classic programme from Leyton v 
Bromley in 1948, we look back at some previous games on this 
day, and a some key moments in world football.
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Walthamstow v Takeley (1-9-18)
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I believe this is the first time we have ever opened 
the new season in midweek, but then we live in 
extraordinary times.

Another ‘first’ is that we welcome the London 
Lions to Wadham Lodge for their inaugural visit 
and our first ever competitive match, this in the 
FA Cup.

As with the nature of these things we are due to 
meet them again, provided the results go our way, 
in the FA Vase. 

The Maccabi London Lions are an all Jewish club 
founded in north London in 1995, and compete in 
the Spartan South Midlands League.  

They are now based at Arkley, where our old 
muckers from Wingate were once based.  We had 
a very successful seventeen years amalgamation 
as Leyton Wingate, reaching the first-round proper 
of the FA Cup being drawn away to Swansea City.  

And who can ever forget that fantastic run in the 
FA Trophy putting six past Welling United and five 
past Boston United.

Having no previous with the Lions I thought it 
would be appropriate to show a programme from 
eighty years ago.   When once again the country 
faced up to adversary.  

Our programme comes just a few days after the 
evacuation of Dunkirk and month before the blitz 
on London began.  

On the 6th June 1940 a combined team drawn 
from Leyton and Leytonstone faced Clapton 
Orient at the old Osborne Road stadium in aid of 
the Mayor’s Fund for Comforts for the Troops. 

Oddly the programme is a Leyton home programme 
and not one from the Orient.  Hopefully with 

supporters not allowed to attend Football League 
games a few harden and desperate Orient fans 
might just come along this evening and if they like 
what they see they would always be welcome.

As could be expected there were a number of 
changes from the initial line-ups.  On the Orient 
side were Frank Rist, who had played also for 
Charlton Athletic and was a well-known Essex 
county cricketer.  

Alongside Frank was Fred Barlett, who played 
over 200 war-time games for his club.  Joe 
Jobling was also on loan from Charlton Athletic.  

Up front was Fred Tully, better known as a 
Southampton player and also a Scot, Harry Smith 
who played nearly 150 games for the O’s. 

On the Combined Leyton and Leytonstone side 
were Bert Gibbs in goal, who along with Jock 
Watson at full back did sterling work for the 
Leyton club during the war years.

In midfield were Les Hockaday and Harry Neale, 
both of Leyton and to complete the Leyton 
contingent were Les Cameron and Freddie 
Boatright.  From Leytonstone were Pat Morris 
who once scored seven goals in a reserve team 
game, and Bill Manley. 

The two linesmen, one from each amateur club, 
were Johnnie Payne, who captained Leytonstone 
for ten seasons and represented his country on 
four occasions.

From Leyton we had Tommy Cable, who captained 
his side to their first Amateur Cup final victory.  

Tommy later played for Queens Park Rangers 
and Tottenham Hotspur.  As for the result, it was 
immaterial and I don’t actually have it.

CLASSIC PROGRAMME
with David Chapman
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ON THIS DAY
We take a look back at our games from 1 September, including two games against 
Croydon Common, and some positive comens for FA Cup ties played on this day.

Our earliest recorded game on this date came in 
1906 when we lost 1-0 to Brighton & Hove Albion 
in the Southern League. 5,000 were in attendance 
despite the ‘excessive’ heat, and it looked like the 
game was heading for a draw until Proctor Hall 
nicked the points for The Seagulls late on.

Then for two consecutive years; 1908 and 1909 
we played Croydon Common; once in the Western 
League and once in the Southern League. The 
1908 game saw a much-changed Leyton side 
draw 3-3 thanks to goals from Buchanan, Peak 
and Ryder. A year later, three second half goals 
helped Leyton to a 5-2 victory in front of 5,000. 

We’ve played four FA Cup ties on this day, and 
haven’t tasted defeat yet. In 1979 Barton Rovers 
were beat 3-1, and five years later Burnham were 
beaten 1-0. Unfortunately, Leyton-Wingate lost in 
the next round on both occasions. 

In 1914 Leyton started the season with a 4-2 
win over Pontypridd, but would only play seven 

more games before a combination of the First 
World War and dwindling attendances forced this 
incarnation of Leyton to fold.

In 2001 we travellened to Burnham Ramblers 
where goals from Billy Cove and Jay Notley helped 
Leyton Pennant to victory over Essex Senior 
League opposition. Cove headed home from a 
Jamie Richards cross with six minutes played, but 
it took a fine performance from Russell Ling in the 
Pennant goal to keep the score down before Scott 
DeGaris and Notley combined well for the latter 
to make it 2-0.

Walthamstow v Takeley (1-9-18)

R Buchanan - 1910. Picture thanks to David Chapman
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In 2007 we drew 1-1 with Wellingborough Town at Wadham Lodge. 
Danny Honeyball’s side won the replay 2-0 thanks to goals from Jeff 
Hammond and Chris Akinrele, but were then beaten by Wealdstone.

Our last game on this day came two years ago when we hosted 
Takeley in the FA Vase (pictured above and left). We’d lost 4-1 to 
Takeley just a couple of weeks before in the league, so it looked like 
another difficult afternoon would be in store. There was a bright 
start from Stow when James Peagram netted after just six minutes, 
but he was rulled offside. 

Takeley then took the lead, and things got worse when Ryan Maxwell 
was sent off just before half time. Stow equalised sith six minutes 
to go with a fine finish from Peagram, but 30 minutes extra time 
proved to be too much for Stow, losing 3-1.

KEY PLAYER
JEFF HAMMOND

Jeff initially played for Forest 
in the 2006-7 season, and 
made 13 appearances that 
season, scoring 7 goals. 
The next year he made 12 
starts and four substitute 
appearances, scoring 4 
goals.

He returned for a second 
spell in 2011, scoring 11 
goals in 20 appearances, 
helping propel Forest to the 
top 6 and an excellent FA Cup 
run af the start of the season. 

After spells with Hitchin 
Town, Harlow Town and 
Grays Athletic, Jeff returned 
at the start of the 2016-
17, ten years later, playing 
under Kem Kamal, but a long 
career was beginning to take 
its toll, and an injury during 
the final pre-season training 
session meant his impact 
was limited, but still scored 6 
goals in 17 games. 
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ON THIS DAY
IN FOOTBALL

SUNDERLAND 8-0 DERBY C.
THE GAME OF THREE HALVES
Derby County have suffered many embarressments 
during their spells in the Premier League recently, 
(sorry Marc!) especially their risible eleven-point 
season in 2007-8.

But modern day Rams fans can take consolation - 
albeit scant - that nothing was quite as bad, or as 
downright farscical as this.

It was the first day of the 1984-85 season, and 
Derby had travelled to Sunderland’s Newcastle 
Road ground (depicted above) for the opening 
fixture. The only problem, was that the official 
referee, Frederick Kirkham had not arrived in time 
for kick off.

The decision was made to start the match with 
a deputy official. At half time, Derby were losing 
3-0, at which point Kirkham arrived and offered 
them the option of starting the match again. 
Unsurprisingly, they accepted.

Much good it did them. The second first half ended 
exatly as the original one did. Sunderland went on 
to add five more in the second half, ending the day 
8-0 winners after 135 minutes of football which 
had seen them score 11 goals without reply.

LIKE I NEEDED ANOTHER 
DISTACTION IN MY LIFE
On 1 September 1992, the first Championship 
Manager video game hit store shelves. The 
series has since become one of the most 
successful in UK history.

The game, written by brothers Paul and Oliver 
Collyer, was first released on the Amiga and 
Atari platforms, but soon moved to PCs. 

Pitched as “the most realistic football 
management simulation ever,” it allowed 
players to manage teams from the top 
four divisions in English football through 
the league and cup competitions (including 
European tournaments).

It initially drew criticism for the lack of 
graphics, which resulted from the game’s 
focus on managerial decisions instead of 
match play, but later versions allowed the 
user to watch the matches unfold.

One version, Championship Manager 4, 
became the fastest-selling PC game of all 
time in the UK.

The Collyer brothers formed their own 
company, Sports Interactive, to develop the 
game. In 2004, a split with publisher Eidos 
Interactive resulted in the Collyers and 
SI losing the rights to the Championship 
Manager name. 

They formed a partnership with Sony and 
began a separate franchise under the name 
Football Manager. 

The two games competed until 2010, when 
Football Manager became the forerunner, 
and is now one of the best-selling football 
game series in history.
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The score was instructive, as Sunderland ended 
the season as champions. Derby finished second 
from bottom, only avoiding the drop by winning a 
relegation ‘Test match’ play-off 2-1 against Notts 
County.

It would not be the last time a Kirkham’s decision 
making would come into serious question. At 
the 1902 FA Cup final, referee Tom Kirkham was 
forced to lock himself in a cupboard to avoid livid 
Sheffield United goalkeeper ‘Fatty’ Foulke, after 
allowing non-league Southampton a contentious 
goal.

He then became manager of Tottenham Hotspur. 
Not much is know of his time at the club, but 
when a club-sanctioned offcial history describes 
one of their former charges as ‘unpopular with 
players and fans alike’, it can be safely deduced 
that it was not a roaring success.

Sunderland’s 1984-85 team



Before 2020, the last time competitive football was 
brought ot an end was during the Second World War. 
In 1939, the Football League did the best with what 
they had, establishing the Football League War Cup.

The 1939 Football 
League War Cup

Walthamstow v Takeley (1-9-18)
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On the 1st September 1939, Adolf Hilter invaded 
Poland, sparking outrage across Europe and in 
the corridors of power in Westminster. However, 
twenty four hours later, the third “round” of 
games in the Football League took place as 
normal with barely a murmur of concern for 
events that were to unfold in the next few years. 

On that Saturday Blackpool’s 2-1 at Bloomfield 
Road meant they had won three out of three in 
the Football League Division one, just a point 
ahead of Sheffield United and Arsenal.

A few hours later, on Sunday 3rd September, 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain declared 
war on Germany and ordered an immediate ban 
on the assembly of crowds for safety reasons. 
Faced with a potential long campaign, the 
Football League announced that the 1939/40 
season would be terminated with immediate 
effect. 

Whilst Blackpool (and Luton Town in the 
Second, Accrington Stanley in the Third North 
and Reading in the Third South) topped their 
division, they were not awarded any trophy. 
However, regulations were soon relaxed and 
the government announced that football could 
return but with maximum capacities of 8,000 
and no travel outside a fifty mile radius.  

So the guys at the Football League got their 
thinking caps on and came up with the idea of a 
cup competition instead of a league competition. 
And so was born the Football League War Cup.

The competition consisted of 137 games 
(including replays) which commenced in 
October and were all complete bar the final by 
January 1940. However, with London under 
constant threat of the commencement of 
bombing raids, no floodlights could be used and 
so it was decided to play the final during the 
summer months.

The date was set as Saturday 8th June 1940, 
with West Ham United and Blackburn Rovers 
due to contest the final at Wembley Stadium. 
However, on the 10th May the Germans pushed 
into France and the threat of invasion increased.

Walthamstow v Takeley (1-9-18)
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But the English showed their stiff upper lip and carried on 
regardless, turning out in numbers for the final. Over 40,000 
spectators filed into Wembley Stadium to see Sam Small score the 
only goal for the Hammers and they became the first ever winners 
of the new trophy, commissioned by the Football League.

It is reported that after the game there was no official reception for 
the team but instead they headed back to Upton Park for a “few 
pints in the Boleyn”.

The following season saw the commencement of bombing raids 
on Britain, with London heavily hit. But football still carried on, 
as the government saw it as “good for morale”. 

The War Cup provided a great tonic for many Londoners who had 
been almost under siege for months and in May 1941 the second 
final took place at Wembley with over 60,000 coming out to see 
Preston North End take on Arsenal. 

A Denis Compton goal for the Gunners was enough to earn them 
a replay at Ewood Park where over 45,000 saw the Lancastrians 
run out 2-1 winners, who featured a very young Bill Shankley in 
their line up.

The cup was still an important part of “business as usual” in 
England during the almost daily bombing raids. Attendances 

remained very high, and a 
number of clubs had players 
on
 
active military duty, returning 
to the first team when they 
came back to Blighty. The 
Football League kept tinkering 
with the format in the next few 
years, firstly introducing a two 
legged final (won by Wolves 
6-3 against Sunderland), and 
then in 1943 with Northern 
and Southern Finals with the 
winners meeting at Stamford 
Bridge (won by Blackpool who 
beat Arsenal).

In 1944 with the threat of 
bombing still high the title was 
shared between Aston Villa 
and Charlton Athletic after a 
1-1 draw at Stamford Bridge.

Walthamstow v Takeley (1-9-18)
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The southern semi-final saw Charlton beat Chelsea in front of over 
85,000 at Wembley which caused some panic for the authorities.

Whilst the Second World War didn’t finish until September 
1945 when the Japanese forces surrendered, the war in Europe 
effectively ended in May of the same year, meaning the cup in that 
year was the last time it was ever held.

On the 2nd June 1945 35,000 people saw Bolton Wanderers beat 
Chelsea 2-1 to win the cup which fortunately since has never been 
competed for.

Whilst Portsmouth’s 4-1 over Wolverhampton Wanderers in May 
1939 was officially the last FA Cup final until 1946, many will 
class the War Cup as a continuation of the competition.

It cannot be underestimated the effect the cup had on morale of 
the English general public and for that reason it will always have a 
special place in the history of our game.

With thanks to Stuart Fuller; @theballisround.

Walthamstow v Takeley (1-9-18)
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BY ROAD
Make your way to the A12 (southbound) towards Blackwall Tunnel. 
Leave the A12 just past Bromley-by-Bow Station and join the B140 
(Devas Street). This becomes St Pauls Way and the ground is on the 
right. It’s about 11 miles from Wadham Lodge. There is a Pay & Display 
Car Park adjacent to the stadium, but there is free on street parking if 
you continue and turn right into Copperfield Road.

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Make your way to the Central Line and alight at Mile End. Turn into 
Burdett Road and the ground is on the right. It’s about a 20 minute walk 
from the station, or you can take bus D6, D7 or 277 to junction with St 
Paul’s Way, cross over into St Paul’s Way and stadium is on the right. 
Alternatively, bus 309 from Bethnal Green, Stepney Green or Canning 
Town passes the Stadium.

STOW AWAY
SAT 5 SEPTEMBER, 3PM

V SPORTING BENGAL UNITED

RESERVES V AVELEY

Mile End Stadium
Rhodeswell Road
E3 4AG

Mile End Stadium
Rhodeswell Road
E3 4AG

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE

FRI 4 SEPTEMBER, 7.45PM
ESL RESERVE LEAGUE

BY ROAD
Take the A406 eastbound to the junction with the A13 and head 
eastbound towards Rainham. Leave at the junction with New Road 
(A1306) and head north, then torn right onto the B1355 (Sandy lane). 
At roundabout continue on the B1355 (2nd exit) to next roundabout and 
turn left into Park Lane, stadium is on the right.

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Make your way to Blackhorse Road or Walthamstow Queens Road and 
take the Overground to Barking. At Barking change to the C2C service to 
Rainham. From Rainham Station bust stop N take bus 372 to St Pauls 
Close. You then have to turn back to the roundabout at turn right onto 
the Aveley by-pass, then left into Park Lane.

For more information see Tony Brazier.
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We have a wide range of sponsorship opportunities available, for big 
businesses and small. If you would like to know more, speak to a 
committee member today, or email andrzej@walthamstowfc.com

CLUB SUPPORTERS
Discover beautiful custom printed business stationery, wedding 
stationery & more, with London printer open 24 hours & delivery 
anywhere in London. Our exceptional print services can cover your 
entire project, from the initial artwork design to print production and 
finishing.

krazycopy.com

Deco Lounge Hertford has grown into one of hertfordshire’s premier 
night spots. Offering entertainment over three floors with our VIP 
Lounge, Cocktail Bar and Basement Nightclub. Deco plays host to some 
of the biggest named DJs and acts, nationally and internationally. 

deco-hertford.com

Match Day Centres work in partnership with the Wadham Lodge Sports 
Ground Trust to provide recreational facilities for residents within 20 
miles of Waltham Forest Town hall.

matchdaycentres.co.uk

A family run business with over 30 years of experience within the 
building industry, offering a wide range of products including Fire 
Protection, Acoustic Materials, Insulation and External Façades.

wray-techsupplies.com

Brewery and tap room in E17, with over 20 years experience in the UK 
craft beer scene. Founders Mark Hislop & Daniel Price have filled every 
role imaginable in award winning breweries.

exalebrewing.com
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TUESDAY
Baldock Town v St Margaretsbury
Clapton v Sporting Bengal United
Cockfosters v Stanway Rovers
Harlow Town v Enfield
Hoddesdon Town v Clacton
Hullbridge v Hadley
Park View v Hashtag United
Redbridge v Harpenden Town
Saffron Walden Town v Little Oakley
Sawbridgeworth Town v Romford
Southend Manor v Ware

Stansted v Takeley
Walthamstow v London Lions
West Essex v Crawley Green
Woodford Town v London Colney

WEDNESDAY
Ilford v Halstead Town

When visiting Wadham Lodge for Walthamstow FC matches, please follow these guidelines:

• Follow all current government guidance on travelling and social distancing

• Try to use contactless payment or purchase a ticket in advance at walthamstowfc.com. If paying by cash, please bring the correct 
amount (£7 for adults, £4 for concessions, £1 for programmes)

• ‘Check-in’ using the EvePass website by scanning the QR code available around the ground. This will follow all necessary GDPR 
requirements. If you have bought your ticket online, this will act as your ‘check-in’

• Hand sanitizer will be available, but please bring your own with you

• Ground capacity will be limited to 300. If this limit is reached, no further supporters will be allowed into the ground. This number 
includes tickets bought in advance.

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE TABLE ROLL CALL

FIXTURES

COVID-19 INFORMATION

P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Saffron Walden Town 24 18 5 1 55 21 34 59

2 Hashtag United 22 18 1 3 59 23 36 55

3 Walthamstow 22 17 3 2 63 14 49 54

4 Hadley 20 13 5 2 59 17 42 44

5 Takeley 21 13 3 5 45 28 17 42

6 Stansted 20 12 1 7 42 29 13 37

7 Cockfosters 23 10 3 10 41 41 0 33

8 Redbridge 21 10 2 9 51 48 3 32

9 Hoddesdon Town 22 8 7 7 42 31 11 31

10 West Essex 20 8 3 9 41 34 7 27

11 Clapton 24 8 3 13 35 55 -20 27

12 Sporting Bengal United 23 8 4 11 40 51 -11 25

13 Ilford 23 6 5 12 26 43 -17 23

14 Woodford Town 22 6 4 12 34 42 -8 22

15 St Margaretsbury 24 5 7 12 30 42 -12 22

16 Southend Manor 23 6 4 13 26 52 -26 22

17 Tower Hamlets 24 6 2 16 33 59 -26 20

18 Enfield 22 5 4 13 30 62 -32 19

19 Sawbridgeworth Town 24 1 2 21 25 85 -60 5
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Aiken, Emiel 0 0 20 (+10) 4

Beck, Jason 0 0 5 0

Clements, Jon 0 0 0 0

Conway, Reece 0 0 38 (+2) 4

Cowley, David 0 0 0 0

Dash, Charncey 0 0 0 0

Fletcher, Tommy 0 0 3 0

Hammond, James 0 0 0 0

Hosking, Jon 0 0 0 0

Jeremiah, Sam 0 0 0 0

Lutaaya, George 0 0 8 (+4) 0

Mann, Charlie 0 0 0 0

Murphy, Vinny 0 0 46 (+5) 1

O’Connor, Brett 0 0 0 0

Osei, Michael 0 0 4 (+1) 0

Scully, Connor 0 0 5 1

Spearman, Jordan 0 0 0 0

Toner, Michael 0 0 17 (+1) 1

Last update 30-8-20. Brackets indicate sub apps.
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As Leyton FC (1868-1894)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6

FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1887-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4

London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4

Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1876-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2, 

1902/3
London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4

South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0, 
1899/0

Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10

FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9

Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8

FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2

FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5

Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6

Essex Thameside Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7, 
1992/3

Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3
East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3

Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)
Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7

London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

As Leyton-Wingate FC
(1976-1992)

FA Cup First Round: 1985/6 
Athenian League Champions: 1981/2

Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5

Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 – 1995)

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3
London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5

London Metropolitan League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 
1981/2

London Metropolitan League Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 
1977/8, 1978/9

Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8

Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9, 
1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern Floodlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9

Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7

London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
All-England Veterans Cup Winners: 2001/2, 2003/4

Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6
Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8, 2018/9

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6
 

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8
Soccer Swap Shop ESL Programme of the Year: 2018/9

CLUB HONOURS
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Charlie Mann
James Hammond
Reece Conway (C)

Michael Toner
Tommy Fletcher

Vinny Murphy
George Lutaaya

Michael Osei
Charncey Dash
Jon Clements
David Cowley

Sam Jeremiah
Jon Hosking

Jordan Spearman
Brett O’Connor
Connor Scully

Jason Beck
Max Mitchell

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
14
15
16
17
18
19

NEXT MATCHES

Stansted (H)
22.2.20 // 3PM

Sporting Bengal Utd (A) 
5.9.20 // 3PM

David Myers 
Adam Bolle
Adam Lipman
Austin Lipman
Ben Barnett
Benji Weinberger
Daniel Creese
Jack Mattey
Jake Furman
Jake Rinsler
Lee Goldberg

Levi Levenfiche
Max Davis
Max Kyte
Michael Perkins
Nathan Bloohn
Nathan Schindler
Nicholas Landesberg

WALTHAMSTOW LONDON LIONS

MANAGER:
MAX MITCHELL

MANAGER:
ANDREW LANDESBERG

F A  C U P  E X T R A  P R E L I M I N A R Y  R O U N D
T U E S D A Y  1 S T  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0


