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WALTHAMSTOW FOOTBALL CLUB
Match Day Centres, Wadham Lodge, Kitchener Road, Walthamstow, London, E17 4JP

CLUB MANAGEMENT
President: June Brazier

Chairman & Secretary: Andy Perkins
Vice Chairman: Steve Howe
Company Secretary: Vacant
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Communications Manager & Assistant Secretary: Andrzej Perkins

Fixtures Secretary: Adam Richardson
Club Historian: David Chapman

Charter Standard & Veterans Secretary: Tony Brazier
Director of Football: Max Mitchell

Life Members: A. Brazier M.B.E., J. Brazier, D. Chapman, D. Crabb, C.E. Gross, K.J. Harris, 
S. Howe, G. Larkbey, A. D. Perkins, A. P. Perkins, D. Salmon, K. Thomas, C. Ward, D.E. Ward

FIRST TEAM MANAGEMENT
Managers: John Mackie and Terry Spillane

Coaches: Gazmend Dauti and Anthony Ioannou
Physiotherapists: Saarah Akhlaq, Lucelta Eugene

MEDIA
Programme editor: Andrzej Perkins

Regular programme contributors: Bill Badger, Tony Brazier, David Chapman,
Graham Larkbey, Steve Howe, Aaron Moore, Charlie Ward

Photographers: Bill Badger, Shahbaz Hussain and Andrzej Perkins
Videographer: Amina Ougad
Socials: @walthamstowfc

Website: walthamstowfc.com

ON THE COVER

Today’s cover art is by local artist Jimmy Rumble. Jimmy is a part-time illustrator and 
storyboard artist. You can follow him and all his incredible artwork at 

instagram.com/jimmyrumble.
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Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to 
Wadham Lodge for this Essex Senior League 
game against Sporting Bengal. We welcome their 
players, supporters and committee, and new 
manager Shipon Miah who took over on Monday 
following the departure of Imrul Gazi.

In the FA Cup, we’ve been draw against 
Berkhamsted, who play in Division One Central 
of the Southern League. At the time of writing, 
they’ve won all three of their games, having 
scored nine and not conceded. It’s going to be 
a big challenge for our boys, but one I’m sure 
they’re up for.

In last season’s programme, I wrote a piece about 
how Leyton FC were British baseball champions 
in 1911, and held onto that title for a staggering 
23 years. The achievement is perhaps less 
impressive when you find out that there was no 
championship held for those 23 years... But the 
internet never fails to amaze, and Josh Chetwynd 
has found and uploaded footage of the 1911 final 
between Leyton and Crystal Palace. The Pathé 
footage is only about 20 seconds long, but it is 
such a brilliant piece of history. It’s really well 
worth a watch - twitter.com/tweetperkins is 

probably the easiest place to find it.

We learned recently of the sad passing of Sarper 
Sari. Sarper ran the burger van at Wadham Lodge 
for many years - probably at a loss most of the 
time - and his commitment and dedication to 
football in London was remarkable. He worked 
with the Turkish Community Football Federation, 
and will be a bit loss to the Turkish community. We 
would like to send our most sincere condolences 
to all that new him.

On Tuesday evening, we made it six wins from 
six and four clean sheets in a row with a 2-0 
win against St Margaretsbury. It was a very 
professional performance from us, on a pitch that 
resembled the deep rough at St Andrews. But it 
was the St Mags burgers which stole the show.

Back to today’s game, it will be another tough test 
against a team who were something of a bogey 
team for us until recently. They will no doubt 
come out firing, looking to prove something to 
their new manager.

Enjoy the game,
Andrzej

Andrzej Perkins
The Editor

The internet never
fails to amaze
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Today we entertain Sporting Bengal, who have just 
appointed a new manager, after their experienced 
manager Imrul Gazi, resigned after five years of 
taking the club to their highest points total and 
league position, ever, in the last few years.
 
Currently, they are without any points (their mid-
week result not to hand as I type these notes) 
but, we have to be very aware of “new manager 
syndrome”, where many teams seem to get a 
collective boost after a new manager is appointed.
 
Last Saturday, we progressed into the next round 
of the FA Cup at the expense of Isthmian League, 
Hullbridge Sports and now welcome Southern 
League, Berkhamsted Town, next Saturday, as we 
managed to get another home draw.
 
Goals by Ollie Sotoyinbo, from the spot and Yemi 
Adelani, both former Hullbridge players, gave us 
the victory and made their day along with several 
other ex-Hullbridge players in our squad.
 
What pleased me was not just the clean sheet, 
always a nice bonus but, the fact that for all of our 
attacking prowess, in a game that was, at times, 
fractious, we refused to be intimidated and held 

our ground to see out the game.
 
It was suggested in some quarters that, given 
home advantage and our great start to the 
season, compared to our visitors, that we were 
favourites to go through.
 
Indeed, in a poll conducted on the Hullbridge 
Twitter site to guess the result, the overwhelming 
verdict was 49% for a Stow win.
 
Mind you; I would not be surprised if some of our 
naughty Waltham Rabble had indulged in a bit of 
voting.
 
On Tuesday, we extended our 100% record at St 
Margaretsbury when Connor Scully’s cross saw 
Tommy Fletcher head home, early on and another 
Ollie Sotoyinbo penalty gave us a two-nil half time 
lead.
 
The second half was just a case of seeing out the 
game, more or less, although we needed keeper, 
Amarildo Cekrezi, to make a good save with his 
legs to protect our two-goal lead.
 
The FA Cup game saw an innovation for the club 

Charlie Ward
The Supporter

The Tree Surgeon is full 
of great ideas
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when we presented supporters with a black and 
white cover and colour pencils for the kids to 
colour in the picture.
 
Not sure when we got all those pencils from but, I 
believe that our W.H.Smiths reported a break in a 
few days before the game.
 
Mind you, I had to smile when I saw a picture 
posted after the game on our Twitter page, where 
someone was using the pencils to colour in the 
picture.
 
Now either the child holding the pencil had 
consumed massive amounts of testosterone, 
or an adult had mugged one of the children and 
nicked their pencils.
 
I also saw that the Rabble have started unofficial 
tee shirts and have a different range of logos 

available for any supporters who want to identify 
with The Rabble - what a great idea.
 
Perhaps they and the club could put their heads 
together and produce these tee shirts for sale in 
the club shop.
 
Whilst on the topic of The Rabble - I have just had 
a great idea.
 
Why not set up a “Junior Rabble” group for any 
supporter under 18, with tee shirts pronouncing 
“I Am A Junior Rabbler” (okay, I agree the idea 
needs a bit of work).
 
Back to reality - let’s make sure today we get our 
usual vocal from the supporters to ensure our 
100% record remains intact and hopefully, our run 
of clean sheets continues.
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE
7.45PM • WEDNESDAY 24TH AUGUST • ST MARGARETSBURY REC

Stow took three points on the road and made it four clean sheets in a 
row with a composed performance against St Margaretsbury. The Stow 
defence remained in control throughout the game, but the long St Mags 
grass limited what the blues could do going forward.

It was another bright start from Stow, and after a period of pressure, it 
paid off. The ball was worked well around the box, allowing Connor Scully 
to drive in a low effort from the edge of the area which was tipped wide 
by North. The resulting corner was cleared, but only to Scully who clipped 
in a perfect ball for Tommy Fletcher to head home his first of the season.

Jason Hallett then went close, beating two defenders with one turn and 
wrapping the foot of the post with a powerful shot.

The game then meandered into a bit of a lull, only for Scully to light it up 
again five minutes before the break. His great first touch to control a long 
ball gave him the space to turn a St Mags defender and made headway into 
the box. When he got there, he was swiped down by two more defenders, 
and the referee had no hesitation in pointing to the spot. Just like Saturday, 
Ollie Sotoyinbo did what was needed from 12 yards, sending North the 
wrong way.

The home side came out with far more impetus at the start of the second 
half, but still found it difficult to get through the Stow defence. They were 
limited to long-range efforts and hopeful crosses.

Unable to play the ball on the ground, Stow also resorted to long-ball 
tactics, and on a couple of occasions Jason Beck found Hallett, but he 
was repeatedly thwarted by Hayden who had the habit of making some 
excellent last-ditch tackles.

St Mags did get through once, when Adewuyi met a long ball over the top, 
but Amarildo Cekrezi was quick off his line to save well with his feet. In the 
dying moments of the game Lemba beat Courtney Homans for the first 
time all evening, but under pressure from the Stow defender, blazed high 
and wide from a tight angle.

There was almost time for Stow to add a third when Yemi Adelani was 
played through, but North was there again - taking a moment away from 
chatting to the Stow supporters - to save brilliantly with his feet.

Stow will take great positives from a potential banana-skin, especially after 
Saturday’s FA Cup heroics and a difficult playing surface.

North
Greenslade
Abedi-Oppey
Wynter-Stevens
Hayden
Read
Rogers
Palmer
Lemba
Cowell
Adewyui

Cekrezi
Homans
Spillane
Osei
Fletcher futbol
Beck
Okunja
Pinto
Hallett
Scully
Sotoyinbo futbol

Wray, Brown, Nicholson, 
McPherson

Carvalho, Adelani, Carnegie, 
Williams, Nolan-Samuels

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

ST MARGARETSBURY

STOW

SUBSTITUTES

SUBSTITUTES
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Sporting Bengal United was 
formed in 1996 to encourage 
Asian football in London. They 
initially played in the London 
Intermediate League until they 
gained senior status in 2003, 
whereupon they joined the 
Kent League.

In 2005, they were one of the 
first Asian teams to play in the 
FA Cup, along with London 
APSA of the Essex Senior 
League, whose roots are in 
the neighbouring borough of 
Newham.

The Sporting Bengal set-up is 
unusual in that it is operated 
by the Bangladesh Football 
Association (UK) and players 
are selected from (and retain 
their affiliation with) the 
Sunday league clubs which are 
affiliated to that organisation.

In 2011 the club signed up 
ex Wycombe Wanderers and 
Wimbledon striker Shahed 
Ahmed. They were also 
unusual in being the only 

Kent League club to play their 
home matches north of the 
River Thames, outside the 
traditional borders of Kent.

In 2010 Sporting Bengal was 
targeted by the Bangladesh 
Football Federation for its 
players to represent the 
Bangladesh national squad. 
Sadiq Sarwar and Shahed 
Ahmed were selected to 
represent their country at the 
2010 South Asian Games.

The club made history by 
being the first Asian football 
team to reach the 3rd round 
proper of the FA Vase in the 
2011–12 campaign.

After some years of struggling 
in the Essex Senior League, 
Sporting Bengal have 
stablised, and become a team 
who play attractive football, 
and capable of pulling off some 
big upsets. An eighth-placed 
finish in 2018-19 remains 
their best league performance 
to date.

SPORTING BENGAL
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Somehow a very boring game, despite a 4-0 win for 
Forest. Luke Ifil scores one, Hassana Traore two, and 
a calamtious own goal from Bengal seals it.

Two points thrown away as Steven Carvell scores a 
94th minute winner against a Waltham Forest team 
which could never quite get going.

Love Island’s Jack Fowler scores the only goal of the 
game in Kem Kemal’s superb start as Stow manager. 
He would leave just before Christmas.

After eight wins in a row, only conceding one goal, 
Stow’s title hopes are ended in Mile End with a 2-0 
defeat.

A bonkers game at Mile End finishes 4-4. Jose Agua 
hits a hattrick, and Hassana Traore scores one, but 
Bengal reply with four of their own.

Ryan Maxwell’s first game of his managerial ends in 
4-1 defeat, despite going 1-0 up after just 30 seconds 
through Christian Owusu.

Elias Jutkevicus’s first game in charge; calling it a 
shambles would be too kind. Bengal barely break 
sweat in winning 5-0.

The 2019-20 season starts with a big 5-0 win for Stow 
at Wadham Lodge in the FA Cup. Goals for James (2), 
Bennett, McCullock and the pick from Samrai Gebrai.

PAST MEETINGS
2014

2017

2016

2019

2015

2018

2017

2019

Given the close proximity of the two clubs, 
there are a few players who have turned out in 
our blue and Bengal’s green. On his day, Tunde 
Adewunmi was a powerful, unplayable striker, 
capable of terrorizing defences as high up as 
step 3 of the non-league pyramid. Sadly, those 
days were few and far between. He scored 
three in 20 games for us, an bounced around 
non-league before ending up at Bengal in 2015, 
where he was their skipper.

Steven Carvell had a brief spell with us towards 
the end of the 2018-19 season, during what 
can only be described as Ryan Maxwell’s SIGN 
ALL THE PLAYERS phase. Carvell did what he 
did at Bengal; set up goals. But the all-action 
approach to football from Maxwell’s team, and 
the competition for places, meant that Carvell 
was something of a luxury player, and he soon 
retured to Mile End.

Incidentally, it was at Mile End where Ryan 
Maxwell’s first game as Stow Manager took 
place. Christian Owusu put us up only 30 
seconds into the game, but another former 
Stow player - Kamarl Duncan levelled the 
scores, and Carvell made it 1-2 just before half 
time. He set up another couple to pile on the 
misery; the final score being 4-1.
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Exale Brewery and Taproom, proud to sponsor Walthamstow FC

THURS (4pm - 12am) | FRI (4pm - 2am) | SAT (12pm - 2am) | SUN 12-9pm)
Unit 2C, Uplands Business Park, Walthamstow, E17 5QJ
info@exalebrewing.com | instagram.com/exalebrewing
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
Sponsoring a player’s clobber is a great way to support the club and 

show your support to your favourite Stow player. Prices start at just £5 
for the season, and every sponsorship makes a difference.

To commit to your player, speak to a committee member today, or visit 
walthamstowfc.com/sponsor.

TRACKSUIT
£30

SHIRT
£20

SHORTS
£10

SOCKS
£5

John Mackie -  -  -  -  -  -  M u s w e l l  H i l l  S t o w  -  -  -  -  -  -

Terry Spillane

Gaz Dauti

Anthony Ioannou

Saarah Akhlaq Matt Churchill Ben Cross

Lucelta Eugene

Yemi Adelani Stuart Fitzsimon

Ruben Barlett-Antwi

Jason Beck Ben James Jerry Porritt

Harrison Carnegie Dave Nicholls & Sarah Butcher Meg & Matt Cheetham

Moses Carvalho Keith Bailey

Amarildo Cekrezi -  -  -  -  -  -  -  K e v i n  T h o m a s  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

Jason Hallett -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  D a v i d  W a r d  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

Courtney Homans -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  D a v i d  W a r d  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

Casey Nolan-Samuels

Eman Okunja 21 Seconds to Stow

Michael Osei Alfie Dee

Adalberto Pinto Keppler Engineering

Connor Scully JJ Chris ‘Raul’ Knight Forest Gump

Ollie Sotoyinbo -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  C e l a  S t i n e  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Tommy Spillane

Joe Wright



A warm welcome to one and all for this 
afternoon’s game. Our next Away trip is to 
Cockfosters, for what some have dubbed the 
Battle of the Tube Termini (though getting 
from one to the other requires looping round 
via Finsbury Park). 

CAMRA’s indispensable online guide at 
whatpub.com lists only one pub in the 
vicinity, the Cock Inn - to reach this from the 
station you have to walk past the football 
ground and do a left up Chalk Lane.

Formerly called the Cock & Dragon (a 
brief and one-sided encounter, one would 
imagine), this is very much a food-oriented 
establishment, but though sounding quite 
upmarket it does retain a bar area for 
drinkers. Real ale has been restricted to one 
beer since lockdown to ensure quality is 
maintained - this is listed as Fuller’s London 
Pride, but the range may expand as demand 
picks up. The pub also often has Mad 
Squirrel craft beers from Potten End (Hemel 

Hempstead) on keg. 

Until fairly recently, the mere mention of keg 
would have given any self-respecting beer 
afficionado an attack of the vapours, bringing 
back grim memories of the Bad Old Days of 
Younger’s Tartan, Courage Tavern, Whitbread 
Tankard, Double Diamond and the worst of 
them all, Watney’s Red Barrel. (In South 
Wales they had to suffer the ubiquitous 
Allbright, popularly nicknamed Love On A 
Beach. An explanation of that is however not 
suitable for a family publication).

However, the modern day “craft keg” 
offerings are a considerable improvement on 
the gassy horrors of old, and even the Beer 
Hunter has to admit that some of them aren’t 
at all bad - especially when there’s nothing 
else on offer. Eg at our own local Dog & 
Duck, which has stopped doing handpumped 
real ale as it wasn’t selling fast enough to 
maintain quality but which has a decent 
range of keg taps on the bar.

The Beer Hunter

12
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BY ROAD
Make your way to the North Circular Road (A406) westbound to junction 
with Great Cambridge Road (A10), take 3rd exit onto Hedge Lane 
(A111). Continue on A111 through Bourne Hill and Chase Side, and then 
into Cockfosters Road. Just past the Underground Statin turn left into 
Chalk Lane and ground is on the right. There is limited car parking at the 
ground, so you may find it easier to turn left into Mount Pleasant, just 
before the parade of shops, and take the second right into Bevan Road 
and Langford Crescent, a footpath at the end of Bevan Road leads to the 
ground. It’s just over 8 miles from Wadham Lodge.

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Take bus 34 from Chingford Road (northbound) to Arnos Grove Station. 
Then take Piccadilly Line (northbound) to Cockfosters. From the station 
cross over Cockfosters Road; then Chalk Lane is on the left and the 
Ground is on the right. Allow about an hour for this journey.

STOW AWAY
TUE 31 AUGUST, 7.45PM

v COCKFOSTERS

Chalk Lane
Cockfosters
EN4 9HZ

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE
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THE STOW
CLUB SHOP

Next to the turnstiles
or at walthamstowfc.com
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This afternoon will be the first time in five years 
that Imrul Gazi isn’t in the opposition dug out when 
Stow face Sporting Bengal. Gazi stepped down as 
Bengal manager last week, leaving an unenviable 
task for the man who has been appointed to 
replace him, Shipon Miah. 

Bengal currently sit second bottom of the Essex 
Senior League table off the back off eight straight 
defeats across this season and last. An 8-1 defeat 
to West Essex and immediate 3-0 exit from the FA 
Cup at the hands of White Ensign were the nadir 
of this season so far. 

However, recent struggles do not overshadow 

Gazi’s achievements over the last half-decade, 
on and off the pitch. Under his guidance Bengal 
reached the FA Cup First Qualifying Round for the 
first time and achieved their highest league finish, 
placing eighth in the Essex Senior League in 2018. 
Rarely challenging for honours, Bengal have still 
usually been capable of beating anyone on their 
day with Gazi in charge.

Off the field Gazi possibly faced more scrutiny 
and attention than other managers at this level. 
As leader of a club set up to give opportunities to 
young Bangladeshi’s in East London he has often 
found himself at the forefront of the fight against 
racism in football, whether by choice or not.

Having the conviction to challenge racism faced by 
his team and pursue justice through the FA and in 

Words: Bill Badger 

ESSEX SENIOR
REVIEW
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the media meant having to focus on issues more 
than just results. Gazi never failed to represent 
his club, his players and himself with distinction. 

It is little surprise that in stepping down Gazi has 
said he feels the need to recharge his batteries 
having given so much to the game. It’s also 
no surprise then that Bengal have appointed 
someone active and respected in the Tower 
Hamlets community in Shipon Miah to try to fill 
Gazi’s shoes. As ever his first focus will be on 
correcting the disappointing results but he knows 
that at Sporting Bengal “success” will be defined 
by far more than that.

Lee Mackman (pictured above left, with his 
replacement Kieran Amos) also departed his post 
as manager of Sawbridgeworth Town last week. 
Mackman paid the price for Sawbo being the only 
team below Sporting Bengal in the table with a 
shocking goal difference of -14 in just five games. 
Spared almost certain relegation in 2019/20 by 
the invalidation of the season, Sawbo improved 
slightly last season, improving on the previous 
season’s points total despite playing far fewer 
games. 

However, the fact their only two wins in the last 22 
games came against Sporting Bengal and fellow 
strugglers Woodford Town, its little surprise it 
was felt it was time for a change.

At time of writing two other teams are still 
looking for their first point of the season. Much 
like Sawbo, Woodford’s only league win in over a 
year came last season against Sporting Bengal. 
Scoring hasn’t been a problem for Town, who 
haven’t been shut out in any of their games. 

Their defence is twice as leaky though and they 
have conceded 17 goals in just five game. White 
Ensign have had a tough introduction to the ESL 
with Covid related postponements and a run of 
defeats. And just like their rivals their only solace 
has been a victory against Sporting Bengal, in the 
FA Cup. More changes are coming at the bottom 
though as Woodford travel to White Ensign today 
before hosting Sporting Bengal in midweek, so 
there is the first opportunity this season for the 
bottom teams to start taking points off of each 
other.
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ESL = Essex Senior League | FAC = FA Cup | FAV = FA Vase

Please note, these fixtures are correct at the time of printing. Please check before travelling anywhere.

FIXTURES AND RESULTS
Cmp F-A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

AUG Wed 4 A White Ensign ESL 5-2 102 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck Carnegie 1 Pinto Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo 1 * Scully 1 * Adelani (10) Wright (4) Carvalho (11) Okunja | Nolan-Samuels

Tue 10 H Crawley Green FAC 4-1 263 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo * Scully * Okunja (11) Wright (4) Nolan-S (10) 1 Carvalho | Adelani

Sat 14 A Redbridge ESL 2-0 68 Cekrezi Homans Spillane * Osei Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Hallett 1 Adeyemi * Scully * Okunja (3) Wright (10) Carvalho (11) Bartlett-Antwi | Nolan-Samuels

Tue 17 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL 5-0 204 Cekrezi Homans Wright 1 Osei Fletcher Beck * Carnegie * Pinto 1 Hallett 2 * Okunja 1 Carvalho Scully (6) Adelani (9) Nolan-S (7) Sotoyinbo | Spillane

Sat 21 H Hullbridge Sports FAC 2-0 248 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo 1 * Scully Adelani (10) 1 Okunja (9) Williams | Byrne | Cisse

Tue 24 A St Margaretsbury ESL 2-0 108 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher 1 Beck Ojunka Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo 1 Scully Adelani (9) Carvalho (4) Carnegie | Williams | Nolan-Samuels

Sat 28 H Sporting Bengal Utd ESL

Tue 31 A Cockfosters ESL

SEP Sat 4 H Berkhamsted FAC

Tue 7 H Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 11 H Hadleigh United FAV

Tue 14 H West Essex ESL

Sat 18 H Takeley ESL

Tue 21 H White Ensign ESL

OCT Sat 2 H Little Oakley ESL

Tue 5 H St Margaretsbury ESL

Sat 10 A Stanway Rovers ESL

Sat 16 A Stansted ESL

Sat 23 H FC Clacton ESL

Sat 30 H Athletic Newham ESL

NOV Sat 6 A Clapton ESL

Sat 13 A Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 27 H Hoddesdon Town ESL

DEC Sat 4 H Woodford Town ESL

Sat 11 A Southend Manor ESL

Sat 18 A Ilford ESL

Tue 28 A West Essex ESL

JAN Sat 8 H Cockfosters ESL

Sat 15 H Redbridge ESL

Sat 22 H Enfield ESL

Sat 29 A Takeley ESL

FEB Sat 5 A Little Oakley ESL

Sat 12 H Ilford ESL

Sat 19 A Sporting Bengal Utd ESL

Sat 26 H Stansted ESL

MAR Tue 1 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL

Sat 5 A FC Clacton ESL

Sat 12 A Athletic Newham ESL

Sat 19 H Clapton ESL

Fri 25 A Woodford Town ESL

APR Sat 2 H Southend Manor ESL

Sat 23 A Hoddesdon Town ESL

Sat 30 H Stanway Rovers ESL

TBC A Enfield ESL
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Cmp F-A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

AUG Wed 4 A White Ensign ESL 5-2 102 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck Carnegie 1 Pinto Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo 1 * Scully 1 * Adelani (10) Wright (4) Carvalho (11) Okunja | Nolan-Samuels

Tue 10 H Crawley Green FAC 4-1 263 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo * Scully * Okunja (11) Wright (4) Nolan-S (10) 1 Carvalho | Adelani

Sat 14 A Redbridge ESL 2-0 68 Cekrezi Homans Spillane * Osei Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Hallett 1 Adeyemi * Scully * Okunja (3) Wright (10) Carvalho (11) Bartlett-Antwi | Nolan-Samuels

Tue 17 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL 5-0 204 Cekrezi Homans Wright 1 Osei Fletcher Beck * Carnegie * Pinto 1 Hallett 2 * Okunja 1 Carvalho Scully (6) Adelani (9) Nolan-S (7) Sotoyinbo | Spillane

Sat 21 H Hullbridge Sports FAC 2-0 248 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo 1 * Scully Adelani (10) 1 Okunja (9) Williams | Byrne | Cisse

Tue 24 A St Margaretsbury ESL 2-0 108 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher 1 Beck Ojunka Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo 1 Scully Adelani (9) Carvalho (4) Carnegie | Williams | Nolan-Samuels

Sat 28 H Sporting Bengal Utd ESL

Tue 31 A Cockfosters ESL

SEP Sat 4 H Berkhamsted FAC

Tue 7 H Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 11 H Hadleigh United FAV

Tue 14 H West Essex ESL

Sat 18 H Takeley ESL

Tue 21 H White Ensign ESL

OCT Sat 2 H Little Oakley ESL

Tue 5 H St Margaretsbury ESL

Sat 10 A Stanway Rovers ESL

Sat 16 A Stansted ESL

Sat 23 H FC Clacton ESL

Sat 30 H Athletic Newham ESL

NOV Sat 6 A Clapton ESL

Sat 13 A Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 27 H Hoddesdon Town ESL

DEC Sat 4 H Woodford Town ESL

Sat 11 A Southend Manor ESL

Sat 18 A Ilford ESL

Tue 28 A West Essex ESL

JAN Sat 8 H Cockfosters ESL

Sat 15 H Redbridge ESL

Sat 22 H Enfield ESL

Sat 29 A Takeley ESL

FEB Sat 5 A Little Oakley ESL

Sat 12 H Ilford ESL

Sat 19 A Sporting Bengal Utd ESL

Sat 26 H Stansted ESL

MAR Tue 1 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL

Sat 5 A FC Clacton ESL

Sat 12 A Athletic Newham ESL

Sat 19 H Clapton ESL

Fri 25 A Woodford Town ESL

APR Sat 2 H Southend Manor ESL

Sat 23 A Hoddesdon Town ESL

Sat 30 H Stanway Rovers ESL

TBC A Enfield ESL



20

In 1937, Leyton made the trip to Barking in the Athenian League. A 1-0 defeat was made worse when 
Leyton’s Pierce fractured his kneecap in a collision with Wilson, the Barking keeper.

Things didn’t go much better two years later when Leyton visited Enfield, losing 5-1. There was hope 
when Leyton opened the scoring through Puttson, but it was downhill from there, Enfield scoring 
four of their own (including one straight from a corner) and Hockaday putting through his own net. A 
few days later, war was declared, and Leyton wouldn’t play in the Athenian League again until 1945.

Indeed, it took until 1965 for the club to win a competitive game on this day, but Leyton made up 
for lost time, hitting seven past Worthing. It was a sign of things to come, as Leyton won the Premier 
Division of the Athenian League, on goal difference from Finchley, having lost just three games all 
season.

There have been a couple of other big wins on this day - in 1982 Hemel Hempstead were beaten 5-0 
in the Isthmian League Division Two, and 11 years later, Chalfont St Peter was hit for six, this time in 
Division One of the Isthmian League.

The 2-0 victory over Bromley in 1999 was something of a 
false dawn, as it would take until October for Leyton 
Pennant to win again. Eventually, Pennant would be 
relegated to Division Two of the Isthmian League. 
Two goals from Adrian Allen secured the points for 
Pennant, in the first meeting between the two clubs 
since the 1995-6 London Challenge Cup final.

Five years later, Wivenhoe Town were the visitors to 
Wadham Lodge, with Hakan Hayrettin’s Waltham 
Forest side looking for their first home win of the 
season. A 1-0 victory was earned through some 
excellent defensive work from Simon Tickner, some 
astounding saves from ‘keeper Gavin King and a truly 
superb goal from Ugur Kardal.

Wivenhoe started brightly causing the right side of the 
home defence some problems and Stafford Brown was 
guilty of missing a sitter when he put an early header 

wide. Forest took control of the first half but lost dangerman 
Dewayne Clarke on 22 minutes when he was brought down by Taylor. Within three minutes Forest 
took the lead when cult hero Ken Charlery flicked a cross on to Kardal whose acrobatic bicycle kick 
found the back of the net.

On this day
28 August
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In the second half Wivenhoe pressed for the equaliser but were confounded by King making two point 
blank saves. Forest could have gone further ahead as Wivenhoe pressed but were not able to profit 
from the space given them by Town’s defence.

Forward to 2006-7, and Forest were again looking for their first home win of the season. David 
Muir’s young side included a number of players who would go on to play in the higher reaches of 
non-league, but the game was the fourth straight defeat to start the season, and Muir was replaced 
by Danny Honeyball. Flackwell Heath were the visitors on 2 8 
August (pictured left), and ran out 3-2 winners, with Laide 
Adeyemi and Mbyeyi Medine getting Forest’s goals. Forest 
would eventually miss out on the playoffs by just five points, 
while Flackwell Heath would be relegated to the Combined 
Counties League.

Our last game on this day was a 3-0 FA Cup defeat 
to Enfield Town at Cricklefields. Town, in their 
‘rhubarb and custard’ kit, should have been 
three or four goals up at half time, but Forest 
keeper Jason Willis single handedly kept them 
at bay. The second half looked a lot brighter 
for Forest and debutant Lawrence Yiga missed 
a couple of good chances to put the home side ahead. In 
the end, Forest capitulated, giving away three goals in the 
space of six second half minutes. Lee Protheroe got Town’s first, converting 
a penalty which Gbenga Ladega gave away. 
Town’s second was the 
result of a good move down 
the left wing, with Michael 
Bardle applying a close-
range finish. The third and 
final goal of the game saw 
Sam Byfield waltz through 
Forests defence after Dean 
James gave the ball away in 
midfield.

Crib sheet: The original Leyton FC were 
formed in 1868, playing until 1880. In 1890, a 
new club named Matlock Swifts was formed, 
changing their name to Leyton in 1895 - this 
club disbanded in 1912, and a new Leyton FC 
was formed in 1913. This club merged with 
Wingate to become Leyton Wingate from 1975-
1992. ‘Wingate’ joined with Finchley to become 
Wingate & Finchley in 1992, and the club 
reverted to Leyton, until 1995 when a merger 
with Walthamstow Pennant gave birth to Leyton 
Pennant FC. In 2003, Leyton Pennant changed 
names to Waltham Forest, and changed names 
again in 2018 to Walthamstow.

Season Opposition Competition

1933-34 West Ham United Friendly H 2-1

1937-38 Barking Athenian League A 0-1

1939-40 Enfield Athenian League A 1-5

1948-49 Barnet Athenian League A 1-1

1954-55 Hitchin Town Athenian League H 3-3

1965-66 Worthing Athenian League H 7-1

1967-68 Harwich & Parkeston Athenian League A 3-0

1969-70 Herne Bay Athenian League H 3-2

1971-72 Eastbourne Athenian League H 1-2

1972-73 Addlestone Athenian League H 0-2

1976-77 Haringey Borough Athenian League H 2-1

1978-79 Dorking Town Athenian League H 2-0

1982-83 Hemel Hempstead Isthmian League Division Two H 5-0

1984-85 Saffron Walden Town Isthmian League Division Two North A 3-1

1990-91 Grays Athletic Isthmian League Premier Division A 1-1

1993-94 Chalfont St Peter Isthmian League Division One A 6-0

1999-00 Bromley Isthmian League Division One H 2-0

2004-5 Wivenhoe Town Southern League Eastern Division H 1-0

2006-7 Flackwell Heath Isthmian League Division One North H 2-3

2010-11 Enfield Town FA Cup H 0-3
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We extend a warm welcome to Sporting Bengal to Wadham Lodge. Last season and like the season 
before we managed to get in one game with Sporting until it was time to pack up. Fingers crossed that 
this time we keep going.

Todays features programme is from Leyton against Golders Green (now Hendon) and was the first 
ever game to be played at Lea Bridge Speedway Track on 30th October 1937. The site was redeveloped 
years ago but it is marked by a Blue Plaque, although Leyton FC are not mentioned. Part of the west 
stand is said to still be in situ, but there is some disagreement about that point. 

The Lea Bridge Speedway Dirt Track first opened on 14th July 1928 for a handi-cap event which 
drew a large crowd of around 14,000. Regular meets took place over the following decade until racing 
ceased in 1938.

In March 1930 the other local football 
team Clapton Orient had problems with its 
tenure at their ground in Millfields Road, 
when it was taken over for greyhound 
racing. The O’s only alternative was to 
moved half-a-mile along Lea Bridge Road 
and share the speedway track. It was soon 
discovered that there was a problem with 
the ground as the touchline was too close to 
the fence. Whilst changes were made the O’s 
had to play several games at both Wembley 
and Highbury. 

They now began looking round for other 
suitable alternatives, one of which was 
Leyton opulent ground in Osborne Road, but there was a problem as Leyton had a seven-year lease. 
Negociations were carried on behind Leyton’s back between Clapton Orient and Leyton Borough 
Council. The outcome was that in March 1937 the local council agreed to the Orient having a seven-
year lease on the Osborne Road Ground. It was claimed that Leyton had failed to pay their rent on 
time – partly true – Leyton had wanted to pay in two instalments. 

By the 1st May 1937 Leyton received notice to leave. Rumours were that Leyton would probably 
share with Leytonstone but eventually they shared with Walthamstow Avenue for the first two months 
of the season.  Then at the end of October 1937 Leyton moved into the vacant Speedway track. 

Up to this point the season had not gone well having lost seven of their first ten league games. A 
three-one defeat to Golders Green did little to help. The signatures of Bill Charlton and Bougie 
Barnes helped get the club back on its feet and ended the season in midtable and London Senior 
Cup finalists.

Classic programme
With David Chapman
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Giving Ajax their stripe
How a former Leyton player 
changed world football forever
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In the early 1900s, the stature of our club 
was far greater than current supporters 
could ever imagine. Then known as Leyton 
FC, and playing in the Professional Southern 
Football League in front of crowds of over 
20,000, the team was filled with former and 
current and future internationals.
 
Among their number in the 1909-10 season 
was Jack Kirwan, an outside left who would 
go on to change world football forever. We 
may never have seen the likes of Bergkamp, 
Cruyff, van Basten, Total Football or one 
of the most famous kits in the game, were 
it not for Kirwan; the diminutive winger 
who would set sail from East London to 
Amsterdam, to take Ajax to the first division 
for the first time.
 
British coaches were very fashionable in 
1910, according to Ajax’s Heritage Manager 

Ajax v Tottenham in 1912

Carel Berenschot, who told the Irish Mail on 
Sunday that “The first trainer had to be a 
British trainer, since soccer was thought to 
be invented in Great Britain”. 
 
Kirwan wrote to the club in 1953, saying, 
“I will always remember the kindness 
and treatment I received from the club 
and supporters. I wish them every success 
in the future. I will remember the night 
we returned to Amsterdam, the night we 
became first-class [promoted to the top 
division]. What a great reception the team 
had. Well, I have had all the football honours 
a footballer could have. From English cap 
and many more. But never had a better 
reception than that night.”
 
There was only one issue with that statement, 
though, and Ajax’s belief that they had hired 
a British coach... Kirwan was, in fact, Irish, 
and impressively so.
 

Words: Andrzej Perkins
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Kirwan was born in Dunlavin, County 
Wicklow in 1878, and long before he played 
association football, he was a member of 
the Young Ireland Gaelic football side of the 
1890s and was involved in two All-Ireland 
finals for Dublin, winning the 1894 title 
(though only on a technicality, as Cork fans 
invaded the pitch and attacked a number of 
rival players minutes before the end).
 
He crossed the Irish Sea in the summer of 
1898 and set about turning his hand to the 
British version of football. After playing 
a couple of games for Southport Central, 
he quickly attracted the attention of both 
Everton and Blackburn Rovers, eventually 
settling for the Merseyside club for a fee of 
£250.
 
It was at Tottenham Hotspur where he really 
made his name, though, playing over 300 
games and helping Spurs to win the FA Cup 
in 1901. According to The Complete Who’s 
Who of Tottenham Hotspur FC, Kirwan was 
“An out-and-out winger, he did not appear 
to have the physique to overcome the often 
robust challenges of the defenders of the 
day, but in fact, had such an abundance of 
skill that defenders were rarely able to get 
close enough to tackle him”.
 
Now aged 27, the bright lights and fat wallets 
of the newly-formed Chelsea came calling, 
and Kirwan was named in the west London 
club’s first-ever Football League starting XI 
against Glossop North End, contributing a 
goal for good measure.
 
He played 73 times for Chelsea, but 12 
years of hard knocks in Gaelic football and 
the just-as-physical association football 
had begun to take their toll. After three 
seasons at Chelsea, he moved north of 
the border to Clyde, helping them to 
what remains their highest ever finish of 
third-placed in the Scottish First Division. 
 
But it wasn’t long before Kirwan was back 
in London, joining up with his former Spurs 
colleague Sandy Tait, who was now the 

Leyton manager, for one final hurrah.
 
Kirwan was an almost ever-present during 
his one season with Leyton, playing in all 
but three of his club’s games, scoring six 
goals. He missed the two games on the 27th 
and 29th of December with “a cold”, though 
being teetotal and a non-smoker, this may 
well have been true. Leyton finished 10th 
overall, thanks in no small part to Kirwan’s 
contribution.
 
He retired from playing at the end of the 
1909-10 season, and was quickly offered a 
job at Ajax, though little of it was reported 
at the time, with British newspapers just 
commenting that the famous forward “had 
moved to Holland to coach”.
 
In 1910, Ajax were still an amateur club 
playing in the Dutch second division. 
However, it was at this time that the then-
chairman, Chris Holst, looked to push the 
club on, by investing more money, signing 
new players and hiring a British manager. 
During a summer tour of England, Holst 
happened to come across Jack Kirwan. As an 
out-of-work former FA Cup winner and an 
international footballer with 17 (Irish) caps, 
Kirwan was just what Holst was looking 
for and was hired. Kirwan kept his true 
nationality quiet from Holst, playing along 
with the assumption that he was British, 
becoming Ajax’s first-ever professional 
coach.
 
Kirwan was an immediate success in 
Amsterdam. In his first season, he steered 
Ajax to the second division title, and after 
winning a promotion play-off against Breda 
Zeste, Ajax became a top-tier club for the 
first time. 
 
This promotion had one other long-lasting 
legacy. A kit-clash with Sparta Rotterdam 
meant Ajax would have to change their 
strip, adopting Kirwan’s chosen colours of 
white with a single red stripe. 
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The Dutch National Championship, as it was 
then known, was split into two divisions, 
East and West. Ajax took their place in the 
Western division alongside teams such 
as Sparta Rotterdam and Haarlem. In 
the 1911-12 season Ajax finished eighth 
and avoiding relegation - as much as 
Ajax could have hoped for. All the while, 
Ajax’s stock was on the rise, and  Gerard 
Fortgens became the first Ajax player to be 
ever selected for the Dutch national team. 
 
After another solid season in 1912-13, 
Ajax were unfortunately relegated in 
1914, forcing Kirwan to re-build the team 
from the bottom up. His work was cut 
short by the outbreak of the First World 
War, when Kirwan returned to London. 
 
After the war, he went back to his native 
Ireland to manage Bohemians of Dublin 
for a season and then spent two seasons 
in Italy, guiding Livorno to third and fifth-
placed finishes in the northern section of 
Prima Divisione (the predecessor to Serie 

A). He had one final spell in professional 
management at Bohemians in 1924, before 
returning to London to settle for good. 
 
He was a sportsman to the end, and after a 
brief couple of years owning a sweet shop in 
Wealdstone, he worked as an engineer for 
Lyons and Co, where he served until he was 
79, all while managing the Old Lyonians FC. 
 
While not the most famous or successful 
manager in Ajax’s history, there can be 
no doubt that the Irishman (via East 
London) sewed the seeds which helped 
Ajax become the club they are today. 
 
Kirwan wasn’t the only former club player 
to have success managing abroad though; 
last season, we looked at Billy Barnes, who 
won three Copa Del Reys at Athletic Bilbao 
(you can read that on walthamstowfc.com), 
and more recently, Hasan Oktay led Gor 
Mahia to the Kenyan Premier League title in 
2019.

Kirwan’s Ajax side



28

On 25 July 1971, at a small stadium in India 
packed to its brim, a team from what was then 
East Pakistan played a side representing the 
Nadia district of West Bengal. Just before kick-
off, the East Pakistan captain unfurled a green 
flag with a map of modern day Bangladesh at its 
centre. To the sound of applause and cheering 
from the 10,000-strong crowd, the flag was 
paraded around the perimeter of the pitch, then 
hoisted alongside the national colours of India.

In this dusty stadium in an inconspicuous 
corner of the world, the East Pakistan players 
had made history. This was the first time that 
the flag of Bangladesh – a country still not 
officially recognised – had been unfurled on 
foreign soil. As ambassadors of the war for 
liberation that was raging in East Pakistan, the 
Bangladesh XI – the country’s first international 

football team – were rebels first and footballers 
second.

In 1947, the last British forces and colonial 
administrators departed the Indian 
subcontinent. Behind them they left the new 
republic of India and the Islamic republic of 
Pakistan, the latter divided into East and West 
regions and flanking the Indian peninsula 
on both sides. Though long sought after, 
independence came at a high price. With the 
subcontinent split into two separate nations, 
the years before and after independence bore 
witness to a mass exodus of refugees travelling 
from one country to another, depending on 
their religion. As a result, pogroms, rioting and 
massacres erupted in the provinces of Bengal 
and the Punjab.

East Pakistan had a prickly relationship with 
its counterpart in the West. The enormous 

A PLAY FOR
INDEPENDENCE: THE
FORGOTTEN STORY
OF BANGLADESH’S

FOOTBALL
REVOLUTIONARIES
In July 1971, at a dusty little stadium in India, a side representing the 
unrecognised nation of Bangladesh struck a meaningful blow for 

independence from Pakistan. This is their story, told by Shirsho Dasgupta.

Words: Shirsho Dasgupta
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peninsula of India dividing the two regions 
spatially meant that, barring religion, the two 
regions had very little in common. The people 
of East Pakistan shared cultural and linguistic 
similarities with the bordering Indian states 
of West Bengal and Assam, rather than the 
Punjabi and Pashtun cultures of West Pakistan.

This cultural divide was further exacerbated by 
the fact that although East Pakistan had a larger 
population, it possessed little political influence 
in the capital city of Islamabad, located some 
2,000 miles away in West Pakistan. The West 
also enjoyed the bulk of the common budget 
and deemed the Bengalis of the East to be 
inferior and not “martially inclined”.

By the nineteen-seventies, a popular Bengali 
nationalist movement seeking greater 
autonomy had sprung up in East Pakistan, 
much to the dismay of General Yahya Khan, 

who had become the nation’s president a year 
earlier. In March, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
the leader of the Awami League, delivered 
an address that closed with the words: “Our 
struggle is for our freedom. Our struggle is for 
our independence.”

On 25 March 1971, Islamabad ordered the 
commencement of Operation Searchlight, 
aimed at eliminating all opposition in East 
Pakistan, be it political, social or military. Over 
the next few months, this military action would 
lead to a systematic genocide of three million 
civilians, while around 10 million refugees fled 
to neighbouring India.

A provisional government was formed in 
Bangladesh, which later shifted its seat 
to Calcutta (now “Kolkata”) in India as a 
government in exile. Covertly financed and 
trained in guerrilla warfare by the Indian armed 
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forces and intelligence services in camps 
across the border, their military wing, the Mukti 
Bahini (“Liberation Army”), declared war on the 
occupying armed forces of Pakistan.

The provisional government entrusted 
Shamsul Haq to form a sports association, the 
Bangladesh Krira Samity (“Bangladesh Sports 
Committee”). With the help of the committee’s 
first secretary Lutfor Rahman, former footballer 
and coach Ali Imam, and former East End Club 
footballer Saidur Rahman Patel, Haq decided 
to form a football team who would act as 
ambassadors of the revolution and spread the 
word of independence.

Both All India Radio and the Shadhin Bangla 
Betaar Kendro broadcast a call to Bangladeshi 
footballers living in the refugee camps 
scattered across India to attend trials for the 
team. Coach Nani Bashak finally selected 25 
players to meet for a special training camp 
before the squad began touring India, playing 
fundraising matches to support the Mukti 
Juddho (“Liberation War”).

A few others linked up with the squad after the 
camp. Kazi Salahuddin, one of the most talented 
footballers Bangladesh has ever produced, 
had initially joined a guerrilla training camp to 
fight the war. It was there that a photojournalist 
from Calcutta told him about the football team. 
Already a star of Dhaka club Mohammedan 
Sporting, then the leading side in East Pakistan, 
Salahuddin immediately travelled to Calcutta in 
an Indian Air Force plane to join the team.

Thus was born the Shadhin Bangla Football Dol 
(“Free Bengal Football Team”). Zakaria Pintoo 
was appointed captain and Protap Shankar 
Hazra was made his deputy. Along with 
figures like Kazi Salahuddin, Nurunnabi, Saidur 
Rahman Patel, Ali Imam, Govinda Kundu, 
Amalesh Sen and Sheikh Ashraf Ali, they would 
go on to forge their place in Bangladesh’s 
sporting and political history.

In late July, the team made its debut at the 
Krishnanagar Stadium in West Bengal, India. 
With the small stadium packed to capacity, 
people climbed trees and walls, or watched 
from the terraces of neighbouring houses. 
The hard-fought match, which ended in a 2-2 
draw, was attended by representatives of the 
Bangladeshi government in exile, including 
Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed. It was in 
this game that the team unfurled the flag 
representing an independent Bangladesh.

“I still remember that day. 
It is the most memorable 
moment of my life being 
the first person to hoist the 
Bangladesh flag outside 
the country. It was also 
a historic moment for 
Bangladeshi football,” 
Zakaria Pintoo recalled 
more than 40 years later 
in an interview with Daily 
Star, Bangladesh’s leading 
English-language daily.

Hoisting the flag was 
a political act, and an 
extremely controversial 
one, being as India was 
still yet to recognise 
Bangladesh as an 
independent nation. 
The Indian officials had 
even sought to persuade the team not to go 
through with the gesture, but finally relented 
just before the match. The government was 
unhappy, however, and came down heavily 
on the District Magistrate of Nadia for fielding 
the official district team, suspending him from 
duty. Nadia also lost its place in the Indian 
Football Association for a year as punishment 
for hosting the Bangladeshi side.

Their next match was against the mighty Mohun 
Bagan of Calcutta, then one of Asia’s best 
football sides. However, the controversy in the 



previous match meant that Bagan would play 
under the banner of Gostha Pal XI, in honour 
of a club legend and a giant of Indian football. 
Although the match was an easy 4-2 victory 
for Bagan, captain Chuni Goswami expressed 
great appreciation for the Bangladeshi side.

“The day I took over as the captain of Mohun 
Bagan, I desired to do something for the 
freedom movement…With all our support 
for the game, we stood next to them in the 

freedom struggle,” he said after the match.
On 14 August, Pakistan’s independence day, 
the team beat a Calcutta XI 4-2. Prior to kick-
off, in an act meant to humiliate Islamabad, 
the Bangladeshi footballers trampled on the 
Pakistani flag, set it ablaze and threw it into 
the stands – much to the dismay of the Indian 
government.

But, according to Kausik Bandopadhyay, 
historian and author of Bangladesh Playing: 
Sport, Culture and Nation, the match that 
attracted the most attention was against Sports 

Week XI in Bombay. Khalid Ansari, the editor of 
Sports Week, was instrumental in organising 
the match. Dashing cricketer Mansour Ali Khan 
Pataudi captained the Indian side and even 
managed to score a goal.

The Bangladeshi team won the game 3-1, 
after which Pataudi, along with the Governor 
of Bombay and Bollywood star Dilip Kumar, 
contributed huge amounts to the Bangladesh 
Relief Fund. Around £1,800 was collected from 
the sale of tickets alone, and this too went to 
the fund.

The team played its last match against a 
Balurghat XI in West Bengal. It was a highly 
emotional occasion as a guerrilla training camp 
was located in Balurghat and members of the 
team met liberation fighters in person before 
their game.

On 3 December 1971, Pakistan Air Force 
launched a pre-emptive strike on 11 airfields 
across northern India. That evening, Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi declared war 
against Pakistan. Within two weeks the 
Pakistani forces fell; they officially surrendered 
on the afternoon of 16 December 1971.

The Bangladesh XI was about to depart for 
Delhi to play another fundraising exhibition 
match when they finally received the news 
they had been waiting for: Bangladesh was an 
independent nation. The team played a total of 
16 matches in India – winning 12, losing three 
and drawing one – and also managed to collect 
funds amounting to 500,000 Bangladeshi taka, 
a significant amount in those days.

Back home, they were greeted as ambassadors 
of the revolution. Most went on to play at 
domestic and international level, while many of 
them won awards and have been recognised by 
the Bangladeshi government for their service to 
the cause of liberation. Outside Bangladesh, 
however, very few know of their story.



32

LOCAL ROUND-UP

EASTERN COUNTIES 1

LOCALLOCALLOCALLOCALLOCAL
From the league that brought us Hashtag 
United, Athletic Newham, White Ensign and 
Little Oakley; it looks like another close contest 
at the top of the table. Burnham Ramblers lead 
the way, but only by a point from May & Baker. 

Buckhurst Hill, who we beat in the Essex 
Thameside Trophy a couple of years ago, are 
third. However, their real achievement this 
season will be the work going into their home 
ground. Floodlights and a new stand are being 
installed and Hill will take part in the FA Vase 
for the first time later this month. There are far 
less pleasant places to watch football in the 
local area. So if we’re without a game, and the 
Reserves are without a game, and Ryan are 
without... why not pop down?

A Barkingside team lead by James Peagram 

currently sit mid-table, having taken seven 
points from five games. He’s already scored 
three in five games, and judging by his strike 
against us in pre-season, he’s still got plenty to 
offer in front of goal.

Promotion from Division 1 South of the Eastern 
Counties leads directly to the Essex Senior 
League, but there’s no guarantee of relegation, 
so alarm bells may not be ringing at Brimsdown, 
Haverhill Borough and Conard United who have 
yet to win a game between them.

At the time of writing, there’s only four unbeaten 
teams in the division. One of them, Harwich 
and Parkeston, who we played in the Vase last 
season, are a lowly 15th despite having not lost 
yet. Their record? Played five, drawn five.
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LOCAL ROUND-UP
ESSEX OLYMPIAN

ESSEX ALLIANCE

ESSEX & SUFFOLK

KEEPING AN EYE ON THE NEIGHBOURS

Traditionally a bit of a late starter, the Olympian 
have got going early this season, with three 
teams sitting at the top of the step 7 Premier 
Division with a perfect winning record. Basildon 
Town are expected to take some beating, and 
managed by former Stow forward Marcus 
Bowers, have won 5-0 and 4-3 so far.

In division one, another former player, Billy 
Cove is now in charge of Herongate Athletic, 
who have also won their first two. They’re tied at 
the top with much-fancied Wakering Sports. It’s 
not looking so great at the bottom of the table 
for local clubs Chingford Athletic, Snaresbrook 
and Epping Town, who are all without a win.

Such is the strength of the Olympian this season 
that they’re again running with six divisions. 
However, as you get into division two, reserve 
teams begin to appear and it’s difficult to pick 
out any front-runners at this stage. 

Wakering Sports Reserves’ 14 goals in two 
division three games is not to be sniffed at, nor 
is ten in two from division for side Ongar Town 
Reserves. Collier Row Reserves is clearly the 
place to be if you want to see goals though, 
their two games so far have ended in a 5-0 
defeat, and a 7-5 victory.

The Essex Alliance is also running with six 
divisions this season, and its senior division 
has recently achieve status as a regional feeder 
league, at step 7 of the pyramid.

The early league leaders after the opening 
fixtures are promoted Woodford East who made 
their bow in the top flight with an impressive 5-0 
away victory at Tower United at Mabley Green 
to move top. Woodford East are managed by 
former Stow Reserves manager, Halil Hassan.

Sitting second on goal difference are another 
of the promoted sides as Chadwell Heath 
Spartans made a spirited start to top flight 
football edging a tight contest against Blue 
Marlin 2-1.

DTFC (pictured), run by ‘DT’ from Arsenal Fan 
TV, have ambitions to rise up the non-league 
pyramid and started their season with a 1-0 
win.

Somewhat further afield, the premier division 
promotes into the Eastern Senior Division 1 and 
is worth keeping an eye on. Stanway Pegasus 

are the early leaders, having won all five of their 
games. The top seven teams in the division are 
averaging over three goals a game each.
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE TABLE ROLL CALL
P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Walthamstow 4 4 0 0 14 2 12 12

2 Stanway Rovers 5 4 0 1 11 2 9 12

3 Stansted 4 4 0 0 11 3 8 12

4 Saffron Walden Town 4 4 0 0 10 2 8 12

5 Takeley 6 4 0 2 15 10 5 12

6 Redbridge 5 3 1 1 12 9 3 10

7 West Essex 4 3 0 1 11 3 8 9

8 FC Clacton 6 3 0 3 6 9 -3 9

9 Cockfosters 5 2 2 1 11 6 5 8

10 Athletic Newham 4 2 1 1 10 11 -1 7

11 St Margaretsbury 6 2 1 3 4 7 -3 7

12 Enfield 4 2 0 2 5 3 2 6

13 Southend Manor 6 1 2 3 8 14 -6 5

14 Clapton 5 1 1 3 9 12 -3 4

15 Hoddesdon Town 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 3

16 Ilford 3 1 0 2 3 5 -2 3

17 Little Oakley 4 1 0 3 9 12 -3 3

18 White Ensign 4 1 0 3 7 11 -4 3

19 Woodford Town 4 0 0 4 5 14 -9 0

20 Sporting Bengal United 4 0 0 4 3 15 -12 0

21 Sawbridgeworth Town 5 0 0 5 2 16 -14 0

Last update 24/7/21 - does not include Wednesday’s results
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Adelani, Yemi 1 (4) 1 2 (3) 1

Bartlett-Antwi, Ruben 0 0 0 (1) 0

Beck, Jason 6 0 25 (1) 2

Carnegie, Harrison 5 1 7 1

Carvalho, Moses 1 (3) 0 1 (3) 0

Cekrezi, Amarildo 6 0 6 0

Dauti, Gazmend 0 0 60 (1) 9

Fletcher, Tommy 6 1 19 (1) 3

Hallett, Jason 6 7 6 7

Homans, Courtney 6 0 6 0

Monsheju, Tim 0 0 7 (6) 2

Nolan-Samuels, Casey 0 (2) 1 0 (3) 1

Okunja, Eman 2 (4) 1 2 (4) 1

Osei, Michael 6 0 22 (5) 1

Pinto, Adalberto 6 3 9 3

Scully, Connor 5 (1) 1 28 (4) 6

Sotoyinbo, Ollie 4 3 4 3

Spillane, Tommy 5 0 10 (3) 0

Wright, Joe 1 (3) 1 1 (3) 1

Last update 24/8/21. Brackets indicate sub apps.

TODAY’S FIXTURES

RECENT RESULTS

Athletic Newham v St Margaretsbury
Cockfosters v Hoddesdon Town
Enfield v Ilford
Little Oakley v Takeley
Redbridge v Stansted
Saffron Walden Town v West Essex
Southend Manor v Clapton

TUESDAY
Clacton 0-4 Stansted
Southend Manor 3-4 Athletic Newham
St Margaretsbury 0-2 Walthamstow
Takeley 1-2 White Ensign
West Essex 1-0 Hoddesdon Town

Stanway Rovers v Clacton
Walthamstow v Sporting Bengal United
White Ensign v Woodford Town
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As Leyton FC (1868-1880)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6

FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1890-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4

London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4

Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1895-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2, 

1902/3
London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4

South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0, 
1899/0

Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10

FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9

Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8

FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2

FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5

Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6

Essex T’side Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7, 1992/3
Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3

East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3
Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)

Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7

London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

As Leyton-Wingate FC (1976-1992)
FA Cup First Round: 1985/6 

Athenian League Champions: 1981/2
Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5
Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5

Waltham Forest Darts League Division Two Champions: 1992

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 – 1995)

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3
London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5

London Met League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 1981/2
London Met League Int. Cup Runners-Up: 1977/8, 1978/9

Spartan League Winners: 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1

Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8
Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9, 

1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern Floodlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9

Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7

London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
All-England Veterans Cup Winners: 2001/2, 2003/4

Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6
Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8, 2018/9

Len Cordell Trophy Plate: 2020/1

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6
 

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8
Soccer Swap Shop ESL Programme of the Year: 2018/9, 

2020/1 (Runner-up 2019/20)

CLUB HONOURS
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TigersAmarildo Cekrezi
Courtney Homans

Tommy Spillane
Michael Osei

Tommy Fletcher
Jason Beck

Harrison Carnegie
Adalberto Pinto (C)

Jason Hallett
Ollie Sotoyinbo
Connor Scully

Moses Carvalho
Yemi Adelani

Casey Nolan-Samues
Eman Okunja

Joe Wright

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
14
15
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17

NEXT MATCHES

Saffon Walden Town (H)
7.9.21 // 7.45PM

Cockfosters (A)
31.8.21 // 7.45PM

Abdullah Umar
Bradley McDonald
Ifeanyi Umeh
Mahein Zaman
Sahim Ahmed
Abid Haque
Chaka Barnett
Ijaz Rahman
Munir Hadi
Salam Amoako
Adil Haque

Curtley McIntosh
Isaiah Anjorin
Oscar Onuorah
Shah Mashud
Alh Ousman

WALTHAMSTOW SPORTING BENGAL UTD

MANAGERS:
JOHN MACKIE & TERRY SPILLANE

MANAGER:
SHIPON MIAH

E S S E X  S E N I O R  L E A G U E
S A T U R D A Y  2 8  A U G U S T  2 0 2 1

Berkhamsted (H)
4.9.21 // 3PM


