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Good afternoon everyone, and welcome to 
Wadham Lodge for another FA Cup tie, against 
Berkhamsted. We welcome their players, 
supporters and officials who have made the first 
trip down here since 2006.

Berkhamsted Town (as they were known then) 
feature in one of my biggest life lessons to date. 
At the end of the 2004-5 season, I was offered a 
ticket to watch Chelsea. Why not? I thought. We 
were only playing Berko in an end of season dead 
rubber, what would I miss? Well, we beat Berko 
10-1, our biggest win since 1982. That was the 
last time I picked another team over us!

It will certainly be a lot harder for us today than on 
that day in 2004. Berkhamsted are currently four-
for-four this season, and today’s tie was probably 
the most difficult we could have got in this round.

It’s a shame we weren’t drawn away - 
Berkhamsted is a lovely town, and a fantastic 
football away day. I’ll just gave to console myself 
with writing programmes for eight home games 
in a row...

On Tuesday, we enjoyed another good win, away 

to Cockfosters. This was probably our toughest 
test so far this season, and we came through with 
flying colours. We limited Fosters to one shot on 
target all evening, and took our chances when 
they fell.

The best thing about the night though was the 
huge traveling support. There must have been 
at least 50 Stow fans in the ground, and it was 
brilliant to see the players celebrating with the 
supporters at the final whistle. All I could think of 
most of the evening was a trip to Southend Manor 
in the 2017-18 season. We were 2-0 up with five 
minutes to play, and ended up losing 3-2. Worse 
still, was that only about five Stow (or Waltham 
Forest as we were then) fans made the trip. The 
progress we’ve made both on and off the field 
since then is unbelievable. 

Now. It may not come as a surprise, but I love 
football. Can’t get enough of it. I’ll watch 22 
fat lads in a park, and pay obscene amounts to 
subscribe to Sky and BT Sports (I tried convincing 
the missus to go halves, promising her that 
there’d be more programmes featuring attractive 
people in villas on Sky, but she wasn’t having any 
of it).

Andrzej Perkins
The Editor

The annual Against 
Modern Football rant
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I’ll watch English football, foreign football, 
highlight shows or hour-long interviews with Roy 
Keane. And yet, I could barely tell you who’s top of 
the Premier League at any given time. I’ve got no 
idea who half the players in the Premier League 
are, but I know Michail Antonio is fantastic.

I’ve never felt more distant from the top levels of 
the professional game. Saying you support your 
local non-league club doesn’t usually go down 
too well in school playgrounds, so after a brief 
flirtation with Aston Villa, I settled on supporting 
Arsenal, simply because they were top of the 
table at the time (probably somewhere around 
the 1st of July). My brother perhaps had the right 
idea, he didn’t bother with a team at all, he just 
supported Alan Shearer - there’s someone who 
will never let you down.

But in the last year, I’ve never been so ashamed 
to say I’m an Arsenal supporter. And that has 
nothing to do with the results - I’ve watched 
enough awful teams at Wadham Lodge to be able 
to enjoy the wins and not take too much from the 
defeats. Arsenal had always been a club to do the 
right thing; to stand by their community and their 
people.

So when Arsenal announced they’d be making 
55 permanent stuff redundant - including 
Gunnersaurus - in the middle of a global 
pandemic, it made it more clear than ever that 
the club was now being run as a business, rather 
than something more important than that. The 
principles that Arsenal once held sacred, are 
clearly not part of the club anymore.

At the same time as doing that, Arsenal have 
spent almost £200m on a bunch of nobodies, and 
gave Willian a reported £200,000 a week to do not 
very much at all.

The amounts of money floating around the top 
levels of football are now so extreme, that they’ve 
almost becoming meaningless. What difference 
does £50m or £200m make to someone spending 
almost all of their disposable income on a Premier 
League season ticket?

It would be too easy to tell people to stop following 

their clubs and do something different with their 
Saturday afternoons. For many people, football 
clubs are the most important things in their lives. 
For all the exaggerated anger and playing to the 
camera you see on things like Arsenal Fan TV, 
these are clearly people who care deeply about 
their clubs. For many, the relationships run too 
deep to simply walk away. “Going to support your 
local non-league club” isn’t that straightforward 
when you’ve been home and away with The 
Arsenal for the last 30 years.

But the thing is, they’re not really their clubs 
anymore. With every season that passes, 
there’s more billionaire owners who either pump 
unsustainable amounts of money into their clubs, 
or milk them for all they’re worth.

The 60,000 ‘legacy fans’ who go to matches, are 
becoming less and less important. Most Premier 
League club owners were probably rubbing 
their hands at the thought of empty stands and 
being able to sell TV rights for even more mind 
boggling amounts when stadiums were closed to 
supporters last year. 

As I write these notes, the sports news cycle is 
reporting on nothing but Kylian Mbappé’s proposed 
transfer to Real Madrid. 

This is a player who has a year left on his 
contract, at which point Madrid could sign him 
on a free transfer. But nope, the club who said a  
few months ago said they would go broke if they 
couldn’t destroy the entire edifice of European 
club football, have had a look down the back of 
the sofa and found €170m. That’s before all the 
wages and additional fees. 

What makes the whole thing even more absurd, is 
that it seems Paris Saint-Germain are going to be 
quite happy to reject the €170m out of spite, and 
then get nothing at all in the summer. Imagine 
being so rich that you can turn down €170m so 
that you can win back the Ligue 1 title which you 
inexplicably lost to Lille last season.

There’s no simple answer to any of this, and I 
don’t see a way out. If a global pandemic and a 
year of empty stadiums can’t halt the modern 
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football juggernaut, what can?

But away from the top flight, there’s plenty of 
room for optimism. 

Last year, Motherwell forged its “Well In” scheme, 
asking supporters who felt able to donate money 
to the club that would be matched in turn and the 
proceeds used to give free season tickets to the 
unemployed and low-income families. The club 
were reaching out to its community to help out 
those in need. They understood that many would 
not be able to give at a time when money was 
tighter and the future more uncertain than ever 
before. The club’s average attendance was just 
over 5,500 in 2018-19, but those supporters still 
managed to raise £70,000 in just a few weeks, to 
provide tickets to games.

At Ewood Park, Blackburn Rovers are making great 
efforts to break down and increase inclusion, in a 
town which has so often been divided.

I think one of the things I love most about non-
league (and believe me, there’s a lot), is the 
welcome you receive when visiting grounds 
up and down the country. Every person coming 
through the turnstiles can make a difference to 
clubs, and the majority of times, you feel like clubs 
are genuinely delighted to have you there. You’re 
not just another line on a corporate spreadsheet.

On smaller scales, some non-league clubs are 
becoming real pillars of their communities too; 
with volunteers giving up what precious free 
time they have to support those around them, 
when they’ve been failed by everyone else. It 
will take time, but it’s something we’re working 
towards at Walthamstow too. For years, we were 
a football team which played in Walthamstow. 
We’re now becoming Walthamstow’s team: with 
an expanding youth section, partnerships with 
local organisations and charities, and by providing 
a safe enviornment for people to enjoy their 
football.  

I’m ashamed to admit that I’ll probably keep paying 
through the roof for the sports channel packages, 
and keep lapping up the coverage online, because 
I love the 90 minutes of football itself too much.
But for the rest of the time, it’s becoming really 
hard to see how modern professional football 
relates to me, and why I should care.

The next few years will be pivotal in the history 
of our game. This is a real opportunity for non-
league to show people that there is another way. 
A place where you’re valued, where you can have 
a laugh, and you’re not just another statistic. The 
beer’s probably cheaper too.

Enjoy the game,
Andrzej
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Today, we entertain Berkhamsted FC, who are 
currently top of the Southern League Division One 
Central, one level above ourselves.

Four wins out of four gives them a 100% record 
and until their last win, against Welwyn Garden 
City, they had not conceded a goal and the one in 
that match came from the penalty spot.

So our forward line will need to be at it’s best 
today to breach their defence and sadly, we will 
have to do it without the services of top scorer, 
Jason Hallett who is suffering a pulled hamstring 
and will be missing for a few weeks.

We have acted quickly to bolster our forward 
resources and keep competition for places keen, 
by signing Ayo Adukoya, from White Ensign and 
has previously been at both Great Wakering 
Rovers and Basildon United. However, I believe he 
is cup tied so cannot play today.

Mind you, the other members of the team made 
light of his unavailability by knocking in five goals 
past Sporting Bengal, with the goals spread 
throughout the team as five different people got 
onto the score sheet.

Adalberto Pinto opened the scoring, his fourth 
goal of the season, making him joint second goal 
scorer, not bad for a central midfielder. After a 
good start we never quite got into gear and the 
rest of the first half was a stop start affair.

That soon changed after the restart, when in the 
opening minutes, the visitors disastrously gave 
the ball away to Harrison Carnegie, who made 
them pay by smashing in the ball for our second. 
It as so quick that it caught out Tweet Perkins, 
who was still enjoying his half time tipple.

Then Yemi Adelani was brought down in the box 
and Ollie Sotoyinbo put the penalty away for his 
third penalty of the season. Connor Scully, who 
had been having a storming second half, got the 
goal he deserved after linking up with young 
player Airon Paul, on as a substitute and the 
young lad’s pull back finds Scully who shot home.
The icing on the cake was the final Walthamstow 
goal, with Jason Beck, loitering with intent, on the 
edge of the box and then fired low and hard into 
the bottom corner.

The one disappointment for players and 

Charlie Ward
The Supporter

Someone’s ‘0’ has
got to go
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management alike, was the last minute penalty 
we gave away to ruin our run of four consecutive 
clean sheets. However, that is now three games 
out of five in the League, where we have netted 
five times.

On Tuesday we traveled to Cockfosters and 
came away with a 2-0 victory, in a game very 
similar to our trip to another mid-table side, St 
Margaretsbury.

We took the lead inside the first twenty minutes 
when a superb touch by Connor Scully saw him 
motor towards the box and finish with a great 
shot, beaten the kepper, all ends up.

We might have scored a second but a header 
from Ollie Sotoyinbo from a Scully cross was just 
wide and then we almost won a penalty when 
Adalberto Pinto was taken down on the edge of 
the box with the referee awarding a free kick 
rather than a spot kick.

The second half was almost a mirror image of 
the St Mags games, as we spent most of the half 
defending but, apart from a couple of efforts, 
including a free kick from former player Charncey 
Dash, we were not unduly troubled. Then a case 
of history repeating itself, as Pinto stepped at a 
Carnegie corner to head home, to put the game 
to bed.

The win takes up back to the top of the ESL 
Premier and so  both teams are top of their 
respective divisions, with 100% records - so 
something has to give today.

I notice with some amusement, that St 
Margaretsbury goalkeeper, Christian North, 
enjoyed the verbal jousting with the Rabble 
during our League game and has suggested they 
owe him a drink when they come to our place. 
Hopefully, just one of the Rabble will provide it, as 
if every member of the Rabble bought him a drink 
he would be drunk as a skunk after the game.

I was pleased to see that the Rabble are still 
engaging in lighthearted comments with 
opposition keeper’s as it takes me back to the 
early 1970s when I was one of about half a dozen 

of the self styled, Behind The Goal Mob, who were 
continually having a go in friendly manner, at 
the opposition defence and usually targeting the 
keeper, with a view to distract and destroy their 
concentration.

This continued through the 70s & 80s, which 
mellowed, as we got older and into the 90s but, 
as our crowds dwindled drastically and then when 
we had to decamp to Cricklefields where anyone 
behind the goal there, because of the running 
track would have needed a telescope to see the 
games and a megaphone to make themselves 
heard, the ritual stopped. So it is good to know 
that it has been resurrected in the last couple of 
seasons.

The reason I mention it is because, I believe that 
our crowd today can make a real difference in 
what will undoubtedly be, the most challenging of 
the season for us and our home supporters could 
provide the “edge” we need to get the job done.

I watch quite a lot of ESL and Isthmian games on 
You Tube and very rarely do crowds make the sort 
of noise that our supporters do (no, I do not watch 
it on mute). Our support over the last few seasons 
has been superb both in numbers and volume.

Our support is proactive as opposed to many 
other fans at our level who tend to be reactive 
- I remember the match against Hashtag United, 
where we were by far the better team but went in 
trailing 1-0 and as the teams left the field at half 
time, all you could hear was our supporters.

It was uplifting for me to hear, just watching the 
highlights so it must have been better for the 
team as the went to the dressing room.

That’s what we need today, for you all to be on it 
from the first minute, to lift the team and help us 
get through another round of the FA Cup.

We have the talent on the field and we also have 
the “twelfth man” on the terraces.
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE
7.45PM • TUESDAY 31ST AUGUST • CHALK LANE
Stow made it six wins from six in the Essex Senior League, and eight from 
eight against Cockfosters, in what was probably their toughest test so far 
this season.

It was a cagey opening, but Stow had the first real chance of the game. 
Eman Okunja found Adalberto Pinto in the Cockfosters penalty area. The 
Stow skipper managed to hold off two Fosters defenders, but his advances 
were smothered by the home keeper as he was about to pull the trigger. 

With 25 minutes played, Stow took the lead. Connor Scully took a long ball 
down and beat his marker and cut inside with one fluid movement. There 
were plenty of passes on, but Scully struck a sweet shot from the edge 
of the box that had enough power to beat Matt Nolan, despite the home 
keeper getting a hand on the ball.

Scully was causing problems on the break for Stow, and Ollie Sotoyinbo had 
a chance to make it 2-0 when he got on the end of Scully’s cross, but his 
glancing header was just wide.

Stow thought they should have been awarded a penalty when Pinto was 
brought down approaching goal, but the referee signalled that the contact 
was just outside the penalty area. Jason Beck blasted the resulting free 
kick high and wide.

Before the half was up, Cockfosters did create one chance of their own, 
but Ruben Campbell shot well wide following some good persistence from 
Reece Mosanya who cut the ball back.

The second half was a scrappy affair, with Stow defending solidly but 
Fosters picking up a lot of free kicks outside the penalty area. Fromer Stow 
man Charncey Dash went the closest with one of these set-pieces, but his 
effort was still a couple of yards wide of the far post.

Stow still looked dangerous on the break, but it was a set-piece of their 
own which secured the three points. Skipper Pinto outjumped his marker to 
head in at the front post from a Harrison Carnegie corner for his sixth goal 
in eight games.

Fosters did had one last chance, but a good save from Amarildo Cekrezi and 
a brilliant follow-up block from Moses Carvalho meant it was another clean 
sheet for the blues. The win means Stow have now enjoyed their best start 
to a league season since 1984.

Nolan
Marshall
Wild
Thompson
Haigh
Okafor
Campbell
Oyibo
Dash
Michael
Mosanya

Cekrezi
Homans
Spillane
Osei
Carvalho
Beck
Carnegie
Pinto futbol
Sotoyinbo
Scully futbol
Odukoya

Healey, Madu, Barrett, Lopes, 
Ungundi

Adelani, Odukoya, Wright, Paul, 
Fletcher

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

COCKFOSTERS

STOW

SUBSTITUTES

SUBSTITUTES
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Today’s game will be the 28th 
meeting between the two 
sides but the first against 
Berkhamsted without the 
‘Town’ suffix.

The original Berkhamsted 
Town were formed in 1919 
as Berkhamsted Comrades, 
and changed their name Town 
just three years later, joining 
the Spartan league. With 
just one league title in the 
post-war years (the 1979-80 
Spartan League), Berko were 
always consistent perfomers 
in the Spartan then Isthmian 
leagues, but their finest hur 
remains a 2-1 FA Vase final 
defeat at to Taunton Town at 
Villa Park.

However, a couple of seasons 
later, Berko were struggling 
on the field, and finished 
20th, 18th, 22nd, 21st and 
21st again, eventually being 
relegated from the Southern 
League division one at the end 
of the 2007-8 season.

With mounting debts, Town 
were wound up in 2009 when 
attempts to resolve all these 
debts failed. The following 
season, a new Berkhamsted 
FC were formed, playing at the 
same Broadwater ground, and 
with the majority of the same 
people involved. They romped 
through divisions two and 
one of the Spartan League, 
losing just three games in two 
seasons, and scoring almost 
250 goals. 

Progress through the Premier 
division was a bit slower, 
but after seven seasons, 
a second-place finish was 
enough to earn promotion to 
the Southern League Division 
One, after an absence of 
eleven years. 

Over the last two pandemic-hit 
seasons, Berko have been one 
of the stand-out performers of 
the Southern League 1 Central 
- they were top of the table 
when the 2019-20 season 
was cut short, and had only 

BERKHAMSTED
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The first meeting between the two clubs ends in a 3-3 
draw at Broadwater. The return fixture would be a 5-1 
win for Leyton.

Waltham Forest make the New Year’s Day bank 
holiday trip to Berko, losing 2-1 with light snow falling 
during the game.

Leyton Pennant have some April fun at Wadham 
Lodge, beating Berko 4-1. Jermain Hughes gets two.

Waltham Forest smash 10 past Berko in the club’s 
biggest win for 30 years. Dewayne Clarke and Ian 
Cooper both get hattricks.

Goalkeeper Dean Mann is carted off with a cut to the 
head after just two minutes. Leyton still win 3-0, and 
Mann is back in goal, plus stitches, a week later.

A lunchtime kick-off for the FA Trophy tie at 
Broadwater, when Karem Bashkel sets the game 
alight off the bench, Forest winning 4-1.

Jay Notley scores the only goal of the game in a 1-0 
win. It’s not enough to save Danny Honeyball’s job 
though, who is sacked two weeks later.

Forest take six points off Berko in just two months. 
Wes Thomas scores in the home 1-0 win (pictured).
Didier Batunga and Matt Judge do the business away.

PAST MEETINGS
1984

2004

2002

2004

2004

1994

2003

2005

lost one of their opening six games last season.

The club are currently fighting a far more 
important battle off the field though. Their 
picturesque Broadwater ground’s owners, 
the Berkhamsted Sports Ground Charitable 
Association Limited plan to sell the ground and 
relocate the club to Bourne End, two and a half 
miles out of town. The sale of the ground for 
housing would partially finance a new sports 
hub and more homes in Bourne End.

While there is clearly a need for more affordable 
housing both in and outside London, it would 
be a shame to lose a historic non-league 
ground in place of an out of town stadium 
which will no doubt resemble all the rest. You 
can find out more about the plans and sign 
the support petition at pitchero.com/clubs/
berkhamstedfootballclub.
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Memories
of Berko
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Memories
of Berko

It has been quite a few years since we met 
Berkhamsted regularly, as fellow members of 
the Isthmian League and most of those meetings 
have long since faded from my memory, except 
one.

It came when we traveled to their ground in mid-
April 1995, to try and win three points as we 
desperately fought against relegation

The season was significant for us, as it was the 
final season we would play as Leyton FC and the 
last season we would play at our former home in 
Leyton, the Hare & Hounds.

We had agreed a merger with local club 
Walthamstow Pennant and would be plying our 
trade at our current home, Wadham Lodge as 
Leyton Pennant.

It was also the season the FA decided, in their 
wisdom, to introduce the experimental ‘kick-in’ 
as al alternative to the throw-in, and the Isthmian 
League was the guinea pig chosen to carry out the 
experiment.

To no one’s great surprise or sorrow, the 
experiement was shelved after one season.

The situation was hardly ideal on the field, with 
player/manager, Paul Taylor struggling to get us 
away from the bottom three places in the table. 
All season long, we had defended pretty well but 
it was a severe lack of goals that was the reason 
for our struggles.

Berkhampsted were hardly doing much better, 
sitting a few places above the drop zone, looking 
over their shoulder at the clubs positioned below 
them, so this game definitely qualified as a “six 
pointer”.

Charlie Ward 
shares his 
memories of a 
crucial game at 
Berkhamsted’s 
Broadwater ground
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In March, before the transfer deadline, Taylor 
made two significant signings; strikers Ben 
Barnett and David Flint.

Flint was a former team mate of Taylor’s, as 
were several of the side already assembled, with 
plenty of experience.

In recent weeks we had started to turn and thanks 
to our new signings, we had begun to win games 
regularly and we were confident travelling to 
Berko, despite a 1-0 loss in our previous League 
game against Tooting and Mitcham.

Unfortunately, two days before our League 
outing against Berkhampsted, we had to fit in a 
cup game against Fisher Athletic and even more 
unfortunately, it went to extra time an we went 
out.

On the day of the Berkhamsted game it was quite 
warm and the pitch was bone hard.

The pitch itself had a very pronounced slope from 
one goal to the other (they may have used the 
heavy roller on it to flatten it out by now) and in 
the first half we were playing up the slope.

To be honest, we were awful in the first half, 
sluggish, leggy, outfought and generally, second 
best to everything.

Mind you, the home team were barely much 

better, just not as bad as us and they deservedly 
went into half time with a one goal lead.

At half time the supporters were at the tea bar 
despondent, but, trying to put a brave face on it 
and suggesting that it did not really matter if our 
new club started life in Isthmian Division Two and 
it would not effect attendances.

Included in the conversation was club official, 
Mike Roberts and he was very much of the opinion 
that defeat today would not be a disaster.

As soon as the second half started, it was obvious 
we were a team transformed, encouraged, no 
doubt, by a more than quiet team talk from the 
manager.

In just a few minutes we were level, I cannot 
remember for the life of me who scored the goal 
but, I believe it was Barnett who scored. [Editor’s 
note - close! It was Pat Staunton].

What I do remember is that within another ten 
minutes we were ahead after Martin Coates 
slotted home a penalty.

With the game still in the balance, we needed 
a third goal and we got it when Flint chased a 
through ball and despite him being on the wrong 
side of thirty, he still had electric pace and got 
to the ball, held of a defender’s challenge and 
slotted it home.

It did not really matter if 
our new club started life in 

Isthmian Division Two“



From the same season as 
Charlie’s memories was a 3-0 
victory for Leyton at the Hare 
and Hounds. Goalkeeper Dean 
Mann was taken to Whipps 
Cross after just two minutes, 
and needed stiches to patch 
up a 2 and a half inch wound. 
Incredibly, Mann was back 
between the sticks just a week 
later, helping his side to a 2-2 
draw against Barking.

Cue a run towards the corner flag in celebration, closely followed by his team 
mates and suddenly, on the terracing side of the perimeter fence, running parallel 
to Flint was Mike Roberts matching him stride for stride.

Looks like the result did matter after all.

The three points on that day and three more victories in our remaining games 
saw us move out of the relegation places to safety with two league games left, 
incredibly, ending the season in fourteenth place (out of twenty two)

I lay claim to playing a small part in our survival, as I was lucky enough to have 
enough in the bank at that time to be the one funding the wages for Barnett and 
Flint.

The story had a happy ending for Berko as well, they avoided relegation by one 
point.

I spoke to manager Taylor a few days after the game and asked him if the reason 
we had been so sluggish in the first half was because we were trying to save 
energy for the second half after the exertions the previous Thursday and his reply 
made me smile.

He said “No, it was just that we were rubbish” (only he did not use the word rubbish).
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Exale Brewery and Taproom, proud to sponsor Walthamstow FC

THURS (4pm - 12am) | FRI (4pm - 2am) | SAT (12pm - 2am) | SUN 12-9pm)
Unit 2C, Uplands Business Park, Walthamstow, E17 5QJ
info@exalebrewing.com | instagram.com/exalebrewing
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP
Sponsoring a player’s clobber is a great way to support the club and 

show your support to your favourite Stow player. Prices start at just £5 
for the season, and every sponsorship makes a difference.

To commit to your player, speak to a committee member today, or visit 
walthamstowfc.com/sponsor.

TRACKSUIT
£30

SHIRT
£20

SHORTS
£10

SOCKS
£5

John Mackie -  -  -  -  -  -  M u s w e l l  H i l l  S t o w  -  -  -  -  -  -

Terry Spillane Alan Eady

Gaz Dauti

Anthony Ioannou

Saarah Akhlaq Matt Churchill Ben Cross

Lucelta Eugene

Yemi Adelani Stuart Fitzsimon

Jason Beck Ben James Jerry Porritt

Harrison Carnegie Dave Nicholls & Sarah Butcher Meg & Matt Cheetham

Moses Carvalho Keith Bailey

Amarildo Cekrezi -  -  -  -  -  -  -  K e v i n  T h o m a s  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

Jason Hallett -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  D a v i d  W a r d  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

Courtney Homans -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  D a v i d  W a r d  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

Casey Nolan-Samuels

Ayo Odukoya

Eman Okunja 21 Seconds to Stow

Michael Osei Alfie Dee

Adalberto Pinto Keppler Engineering

Connor Scully David Butten JJ Chris ‘Raul’ Knight Forest Gump

Ollie Sotoyinbo -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  C e l a s t i n e  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Tommy Spillane

Joe Wright
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If today’s game ends as a draw we will travelling to Berkhamsted on 
Tuesday 7th September, kick off 7.45.

BY ROAD
Make your way to the M25 westbound and leave at Junction 20 onto the 
A41 towards Kings Langley. In just under 5 miles turn onto the A4251 
towards Bourne End and Berkhamsted. In 2 ½ miles turn right into 
Castle Street, and at the end of the road turn left into Lower Kings Road. 
Pass the railway station and take the second right into Broadwater. 
Follow Broadwater and the ground is on the right. There is limited 
parking at the ground, but continue past the ground and the skatepark 
to Canal Fields Car Park.  It’s around 32 miles from Wadham Lodge.

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Make your way to Walthamstow Central and take the Victoria Line to 
Euston. Take West Midlands Train service towards Northampton to 
Berkhamsted. From the station turn right into Lower Kings Road and 2nd 
right into Broadwater. Allow about an hour and a half for this journey.

Of course, if no replay is required we will be at home to Saffron 
Walden Town in the League on Tuesday, kick-off 7.45.

STOW AWAY
TUE 7 SEPTEMBER, 7.45PM (IF A REPLAY IS REQUIRED)

v BERKHAMSTED

Broadwater
Lower Kings Road
Berkhamsted
HP4 2AL

FA CUP
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A very warm welcome to one and all for 
today’s game and (hopefully) another 
step along The Road To Wembley.  
Berkhamsted is a delightful town, well 
worth a visit in its own right, and if 
today’s game goes to a replay there are 
plenty of good pubs along its attractive 
High Street providing pre- and post-
match refreshment. 

According to CAMRA’s indispensable 
online guide, whatpub.com, the nearest 
ones to the ground are the George Inn, 
the Highwayman and the Lamb. The 
George offers St Austell Proper Job as the 
regular brew, plus three changing beers 
- typically Dartmoor, Wadworth’s and 
locally-brewed Tring. The Highwayman 
likewise has four beers on tap - regulars 
are Sharp’s Doom Bar and Timothy Taylor 
Landlord, plus changing beers from the 
likes of Tring and Oakham.

The Lamb meanwhile offers Young’s 

as the house beer, plus two others.  All 
three pubs do meals.

If that selection isn’t broad enough for 
you, the High Street also contains three 
other pubs - plus arguably the star of the 
show, the Mad Squirrel Brewery Tap & 
Bottle Shop. Of the pubs, the King’s Arms 
has Fuller’s London Pride as the regular, 
plus another from Fuller’s and one from 
Tring, and does food. The Crown is a 
Wetherspoon’s, while the Goat offers 
Sharp’s Doom Bar and Tring Side Pocket 
For A Toad plus two other locals. 

But the Mad Squirrel Tap (pictured) 
sounds like beer heaven - a 14-tap 
tasting bar including cask ales, cider and 
craft kegs, plus 160 different bottles and 
cans. “Growlers” are also available for 
takeaways - but be warned, it closes at 
9 00, so make your visit before the game 
and allow time to walk (hopefully not 
stagger!) the half-mile to the ground! 

The Beer Hunter



21

EVERY GOAL
EVERY CELEBRATION
EVERY MOMENT
EVERY TEAM

FREE
FOLLOW THE ACTION LIVE ON www.faplayer.tv
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17 down, 4 to go. After a strong showing in 
the Extra Preliminary Round, just four Essex 
Senior League teams progressed through the 
Preliminary Round to take their place in today’s 
First Qualifying Round. 

It would probably be entirely reasonable to adopt 
Hadley to pad out the numbers given that they 
played in the ESL for the last two seasons before 
moving back to the Spartan League. It’s as if they 
never went away as they face ESL opposition 
for the second FA Cup tie in a row. Enfield visit 
Brickfield Lane hoping not to fall to the same 
fate as their predecessors. Whilst Enfield will 
have been glad to have drawn a fellow step 5 

team, Hadley laid down a marker by thrashing 
ESL leaders Saffron Walden Town 4-0 in the 
last round. Following rumours that Enfield were 
unable to field a full XI of ex-Walthamstow 
players, the E’s signed David Cowley last week 
and he made his debut in their 4-2 win against 
Ilford at the weekend. 

Ilford are also still in the competition, hoping to 
reach the 2nd Qualifying Round for the first time 
in their modern history. They host Aveley, who 
may not have made waves in the FA Cup last 
season but had an impressive run to the Quarter 
Final of the Trophy, culminating in a trip to Notts 
County. Ilford have already indulged in some cup-
killing themselves, knocking off Barking in the last 
round.

Words: Bill Badger | Photos: Andrzej Perkins

ESSEX SENIOR
REVIEW
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As notable as Ilford’s run has been 
the story of the season so far has 
been Little Oakley in their first FA 
Cup campaign. They’ve no reason 
to believe they can’t go even 
further having been handed a home 
tie against Kirkley and Pakefield. 
Their visitors also play at step 5 
and sit firmly in the middle of the 
Eastern Counties League Premier 
Division. Oakley have been a model 
of inconsistency themselves so far 
and having beaten St Margaretsbury 
in the Extra Preliminary Round got 
through the last round the hard way. 
Having squandered home advantage 
in the first tie, they went to Southern 
League Hertford Town and beat 
them 2-1 in the replay, despite being 
behind at half time. 

With so many ESL teams already 
accounted for there is a limited 
league programme as the league 
table begins to take shape. Athletic 
Newham v Clapton draws the eye in 

the Newham Leisure Centre derby. 
They may be out of the cup but 
Newham have been the strongest of 
the promoted sides so far and have 
an opportunity to make ground on 
the seven sides above them. Saffron 
Walden will be expecting to continue 
their charge at the top as opponents 
White Ensign have been the opposite 
to Newham and have only managed 
to muster one win in their first ESL 
campaign. Walden may be able to 
draw away from Stow but all of the 
other teams in the top seven have 
matches and will be looking to keep 
up the chase. The big six pointer is 
at Chalk Lane as Cockfosters and 
Stansted look to take points off 
of each other and firmly establish 
themselves as genuine challengers. 



24

ESL = Essex Senior League | FAC = FA Cup | FAV = FA Vase

Please note, these fixtures are correct at the time of printing. Please check before travelling anywhere.

FIXTURES AND RESULTS
Cmp F-A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused

AUG Wed 4 A White Ensign ESL 5-2 102 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck Carnegie 1 Pinto Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo 1 * Scully 1 * Adelani (10) Wright (4) Carvalho (11) Okunja | Nolan-Samuels

Tue 10 H Crawley Green FAC 4-1 263 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo * Scully * Okunja (11) Wright (4) Nolan-S (10) 1 Carvalho | Adelani

Sat 14 A Redbridge ESL 2-0 68 Cekrezi Homans Spillane * Osei Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Hallett 1 Adeyemi * Scully * Okunja (3) Wright (10) Carvalho (11) Bartlett-Antwi | Nolan-Samuels

Tue 17 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL 5-0 204 Cekrezi Homans Wright 1 Osei Fletcher Beck * Carnegie * Pinto 1 Hallett 2 * Okunja 1 Carvalho Scully (6) Adelani (9) Nolan-S (7) Sotoyinbo | Spillane

Sat 21 H Hullbridge Sports FAC 2-0 248 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei Fletcher Beck Carnegie Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo 1 * Scully Adelani (10) 1 Okunja (9) Williams | Byrne | Cisse

Tue 24 A St Margaretsbury ESL 2-0 108 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher 1 Beck Ojunka Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo 1 Scully Adelani (9) Carvalho (4) Carnegie | Williams | Nolan-Samuels

Sat 28 H Sporting Bengal Utd ESL 5-1 119 Cekrezi Homans Spillane Carvalho Fletcher * Beck 1 Carnegie 1 * Pinto 1 Adelani Sotoyinbo 1 Scully 1 * Okunja (5) Paul (7) Wright (11) Osei | Rapai

Tue 31 A Cockfosters ESL 2-0 TBC Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei Carvalho Beck Carnegie Pinto 1 Scully 1 Sotoyinbo * Okunja

SEP Sat 4 H Berkhamsted FAC

Tue 7 H Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 11 H Hadleigh United FAV

Tue 14 H West Essex ESL

Sat 18 H Takeley ESL

Tue 21 H White Ensign ESL

OCT Sat 2 H Little Oakley ESL

Tue 5 H St Margaretsbury ESL

Sat 10 A Stanway Rovers ESL

Sat 16 A Stansted ESL

Sat 23 H FC Clacton ESL

Sat 30 H Athletic Newham ESL

NOV Sat 6 A Clapton ESL

Sat 13 A Saffron Walden Town ESL

Sat 27 H Hoddesdon Town ESL

DEC Sat 4 H Woodford Town ESL

Sat 11 A Southend Manor ESL

Sat 18 A Ilford ESL

Tue 28 A West Essex ESL

JAN Sat 8 H Cockfosters ESL

Sat 15 H Redbridge ESL

Sat 22 H Enfield ESL

Sat 29 A Takeley ESL

FEB Sat 5 A Little Oakley ESL

Sat 12 H Ilford ESL

Sat 19 A Sporting Bengal Utd ESL

Sat 26 H Stansted ESL

MAR Tue 1 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL

Sat 5 A FC Clacton ESL

Sat 12 A Athletic Newham ESL

Sat 19 H Clapton ESL

Fri 25 A Woodford Town ESL

APR Sat 2 H Southend Manor ESL

Sat 23 A Hoddesdon Town ESL

Sat 30 H Stanway Rovers ESL

TBC A Enfield ESL
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Cmp F-A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused
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The club’s first recorded fixture on this date was in 1904, when last season’s Southern League 
champions Northampton Town made the trip down to London. 8,000 people were out in force at 
the Hare & Hounds as Leyton made it two wins from two to start the season, having beaten Croydon 
Common 5-2 on the opening day.

Leyton ran out 2-1 winners thanks to first half goals from Ryder and a ‘hot one’ from Renneville. In 
the crowd that day were members of the Australian cricket team who had drawn a tour match against 
Essex the day before, at the County Ground in Leyton.

Two years later, and it was the turn of another now-Football League club to visit E10. This time 
Watford were in town, playing a Southern League Division 1 game. After starting the game a bit 
wobbly, Leyton’s second half performance was described as brilliant and deserving of the win, but 
in the end, the points were shared in a 1-1 draw. Tommy Shanks (pictured) was Leyton’s goalscorer, 

who had just settled back in London after a spell at Leicester 
Fosse (now Leicester City). The inside forward also played 
for Brentford twice, Derby County and Arsenal, as well as 
being capped three times for the Irish national side.

The 6-2 victory over Woking to start the 1926-27 season 
was a sign of things to come, as a free-scoring Leyton 
finished second in the London League, scoring 103 goals 
in just 26 games.

Despite losing 3-0 to Tooting and Mitcham United on 
this day in 1954 (pictured), it was Leyton who impressed, 
particularly Richie Connors, who “did not deserve to 
be on the losing side”, likewise Ray Hill who was “the 
hardest working player on the field”, according to the 
Weekly Dispatch.

Fast forward to 1993, and Leyton were in Oxfordshire 
to play Abingdon Town in the Isthmian League. It was 
“a pleasant afternoon, warm, sunny and played in idyllic 
surroundings with a good tempered, if sparse, crowd of 

home supporters”. Leyton were perhaps enjoying their 
surroundings a bit too much, when Town made the most of a lethargic Leyton. 

They opened the scoring when Paul Salmon was caught in two minds at the back, and had the ball 
nicked off him and lobbed over John Reid between the sticks. Leyton were proving to be masters of 
their own downfall, and when Darren Woodhurst delayed a clearance, it gave Town forward Kevin 
Connolly the opportunity to lob the stranded Reid again. It took until the 77th minute for Leyton to 

On this day
4 September
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start fighting back. Richard Chick pulled a goal back after being set-up by Junior Samuels, and then 
Paul Smith, Tony Field and Samuels all had good chances to level, but the equaliser never arrived.

In 2004, Hakan Hayrettin’s Waltham Forest side went up against Burnham Ramblers in the 
Preliminary Round of the FA Cup. It was the seventh game of an up and down start to the season, 
having won three and lost three of the previous six. It took a while for Forest to get going but in the 
end the quality came through and goals from Dewayne Clarke, Paul Armand and Marvin Walker saw 
off the Essex Senior League side.

In 2007, Danny Honeyball’s side made the trip to Northamptonshire to play Wellingborough for 
another FA Cup game, this time a Preliminary Round replay, after the two sides had drawn 1-1 at 
Wadham Lodge three days before. This time around it was far more comfortable for Forest, who won 
2-0 thanks to goals from Chris Akinrele and Jeff Hammond. It took a while for the game to get going 
and if it wasn’t for then-Chairman Terry Back starting some handbags between the two dugouts “to 
get things going a bit”, we might still be waiting to score now.

Our last game on this day was in 2010 when Forest played Harlow Town at Barrows Farm. Two 
goals from former Forest player (and future coach) Che Stadhart helped Harlow to a 3-1 win, with 
Lawrence Yiga getting a consolation goal. It was a difficult season for Forest, eventually finishing 
bottom of Division One North of the Isthmian League and being saved from relegation by a reprieve 
from the FA. Harlow meanwhile, finished fourth but lost in the play-off semi-final to Wingate & 
Finchley.

Crib sheet: The original Leyton FC were 
formed in 1868, playing until 1880. In 1890, a 
new club named Matlock Swifts was formed, 
changing their name to Leyton in 1895 - this 
club disbanded in 1912, and a new Leyton FC 
was formed in 1913. This club merged with 
Wingate to become Leyton Wingate from 1975-
1992. ‘Wingate’ joined with Finchley to become 
Wingate & Finchley in 1992, and the club 
reverted to Leyton, until 1995 when a merger 
with Walthamstow Pennant gave birth to Leyton 
Pennant FC. In 2003, Leyton Pennant changed 
names to Waltham Forest, and changed names 
again in 2018 to Walthamstow.

Season Opposition Competition

1909-10 Northampton Town Southern League Division 1 H 2-1

1911-12 Watford Southern League Division 1 H 1-1

1920-21 Luton Amateurs Friendly H 4-0

1926-27 Woking Friendly A 6-2

1943-44 Barnet Herts & Middlesex Combination H 3-2

1946-47 Grays Athletic East Anglian Cup H 4-0

1948-49 Tooting & Mitcham Athenian League H 5-1

1954-55 Tooting & Mitcham Athenian League A 0-3

1957-58 Walthamstow Avenue Essex Thameside Trophy H 2-1

1958-59 Enfield Athenian League H 2-2

1965-66 Woodford Town FA Cup H 3-2

1971-72 Edmonton London Senior Cup A 0-2

1973-74 Edgware Town Athenian League H 3-0

1976-77 Hayes FA Cup A 0-2

1989-90 Luton Town Friendly H 3-1

1993-94 Abingdon Town Isthmian League Division One A 1-2

2001-2 Hungerford Town Isthmian League Division Two H 2-0

2004-5 Burnham Ramblers FA Cup A 3-0

2007-8 Wellingborough Town FA Cup A 2-0

2010-11 Harlow Town Isthmian League Division One North A 1-3
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This afternoon we once again welcome old friends Berkhamsted to Wadham Lodge for an important 
FA Cup match.    We have met Berko, the lilywhites, (other washing powders are available) in the 
past in both the Isthmian League and the Southern League over the best part of the last forty years.  

At the time of writing (we have 8 home games in a row so having to get these done well in advance) 
both Stow and Berko are top of their respective leagues and unbeaten – so something has to go.

So when were Berko founded?  Looking at the official Berko programme from 1984 they were founded 
in 1895.  Leap forward forty years and Wikipedia says 1919!  Since then, they had a ‘reorganisation’, 
haven’t we all, Leyton have popped up at least four times.  Finally, Berkhamsted Town became 
Berkhamsted in 2009. 

Anyway, back to todays featured programme which was our first home meeting with Berko on 16th 
March 1985.  Stow were then playing as Leyton Wingate at the Wingate-Leyton Stadium, better 
known as the Hare & Hounds, and competing in the Servowarm Isthmian League Division Two 
North.  In the previous fixture the honours were even after a three-all draw.  

Unfortunately for Berko we were having one of our better seasons and would finish champions and 
gain promotion to Division One.  At the time we were a mere twenty points behind league leaders, 
Stevenage Borough.  Although it would still be a close-run thing.  Leyton Wingate finished the season 
with an unbeaten run of sixteen games to take the title from Finchley.  Not helped by having a seven-
goal whitewash of Epping Town chalked off when they were expelled just two games before the season 
finished.

Against Berko, the result on the day was a five one home win.  Under the management of George 
Wakeling, we were becoming a very good side.  

Included in the side that day were Andy Mavin (later a contestant in UK’s strongest man competition), 
the three Steve’s –the captain Steve Hamberger, Steve Goodwin, the midfield dynamo, and winger 
Stevie Lane and on the other wing was, John Baxter.  And up front was the legendary, Delroy Rhoden.  
Our goals coming from Elija Bee, a brace from Delroy and one each from Bobby Tuohy and Stevie 
Lane.  

It was interesting to see that Berko’s most famous player was Frank Broome, the old Aston Villa 
and England international.  Frank joined Villa from Berko in 1934 and spent over a decade with the 
Birmingham club.

Classic programme
With David Chapman
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EARNING THEIR 
CAPS

GEORGE ARMITAGE
Caps: 1 | Years: 1924
A defender who spent the 
majority of his career with 
Charlton Athletic, where he 
played 165 times in the 1920s. It 
was here that he played his one 
and only game for England, a 0-0 
draw with Ireland at Windsor 
Park. He passed away in sad 
circumstances; running in front 
of a train the afternoon after 
he discharged himself from the 
Preston Hall Settlement of the 
British Legion. It was believed 
that tuberculosis, caught during 
the first world war, affected 
his mental state to the point 
of depression and subsequent 
suicide.

WITH ENGLAND’S WORLD CUP 
QUALIFYERS UNDERWAY, WE LOOK AT 
SOME OF THE FAMOUS NAMES WHO HAVE 
PLAYED FOR US, AND ALSO REPRESENTED 
THEIR COUNTRY

Segar Bastard Charles Buchan
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SEGAR BASTARD
Caps: 1 | Years: 1880
It may come as a surprise that 
someone who only played one 
game for England would have 
such a big impact on the game. 
And yet Segar Bastard, who 
played for Leyton during the 
1890s. He refereed the 1878 FA 
Cup Final between Wanderers 
and Royal Engineers at The 
Oval. He also refereed England’s 
first match against Wales at 
the same venue on 18 January 
1879. In his role as a referee, 
Bastard was well-respected by 
the fans, players and his fellow 
referees. After refereeing the 
1878 FA Cup final, he was 
referred to as a “knight of the 
whistle”.

CHARLES BUCHAN
Caps: 6 | Goals 4 | Years: 1913-1924
Charlie Buchan was a prolific 
goalscorer for both Sunderland 
and Arsenal, but if it wasn’t for 
a brief spell at Leyton in the 
1910-11 season, he may never 
have been spotted, and gone on 
to have the impact he had. He 
also had a successful career 
in football journalism when his 
playing career finished.

At six feet tall, weighing 12 
stone 3 pounds and with an eye 
for goal that few could rival, 
Buchan had all the attributes to 
be one of the best. His talents, 
however, were not consigned to 
the football field.

He played almost 400 times for 
Sunderland, and over 100 for 

Arsenal, but was only capped 
six times, scoring four times.

After hanging up his boots, 
Charlie Buchan remained 
influential within the game. He 
began as a football journalist 
and commentator. His 
magazine ‘Charles Buchan’s 
Football Monthly’ became the 
top-selling football publication 
in the world. It first went 
into publication in 1951 and 
remained so until 1974, 14 
years after his death.

Buchan was also one of the 
founding members of the 
Football Writers Association, 
it was his idea to begin the 
Footballer of the Year award. 
Buchan died in 1960 at the age 
of 68 in Monaco.
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BILL CAESAR
Caps: 3 | Years: 1924-25
Bill played the majority of his football in south 
London; for the likes of Dulwich Hamlet and 
Wimbledon. He won England amateur caps 
against South Africa at Tottenham in November 
1924 and against Ireland at Maidstone in 1925, 
and also toured Australia with the English F.A. XI 
in 1925 - playing in the 2-0 win in the final match 
of 5 against the Australian international side.

In March 1931, when Hayes was hopelessly 
behind with its league fixtures because of its 
success in cups, he joined as cover for the 
fixture back-log, doubtless at the instigation of 
his younger brother. As chance would have it, Alf 
Butcher, the regular left-half, was injured in the 
Middlesex Senior Cup final only five days before 
the Amateur Cup final, so Bill Caesar was obliged 
to play. With only ten minutes of normal time to 

play and the score goalless, a scrimmage took 
place in front of the Hayes goal, and a hand, that 
of Bill Caesar, was seen by the referee to push 
the ball away. Penalty. Goal. Defeat at the last 
hurdle, and all attributable to Bill Caesar. All in all, 
he played only three games for Hayes, for certain 
(because of the need to play nine league matches 
in the last three weeks of the season, some went 
unreported).

This is extraordinary enough, but his entry in 
Wisdon is even more so. He first played for 
Surrey, his home county, in 1922, when he was 
described as ‘a distinctly quick bowler’. But he 
did not make his next appearance in the County 
Championship until 1946, for Somerset, when he 
took 10 wickets in three matches at an average of 
25.2. The gap of 24 years between appearances 
has only been once exceeded.
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Caps: 14 | Goals: 4 | Years: 1937-39

Len signed for West Ham as an amateur in 1931, but was sent out to Chelmsford City and 
then to Leyton to gain experience. He was at Leyton for one season, and then went on to be 
a mainstay in the West Ham then Chelsea teams in the 1930s and 40s.

Goulden won 14 England caps while a West Ham player, scoring four goals. He made his 
debut on 14 May 1937, against Norway in Oslo. England won 6-0 with Goulden scoring in the 
85th minute; barging through the defence he scored with a left foot shot.

He played in the notorious Germany v England match in 1938; a match where the England 
team were pressured by the Foreign Office into giving the Nazi salute while the German 
national anthem was played. 

Goulden, who was Jewish, and normally known for his creativity rather than his shooting 
ability; scored the final goal in England’s 6–3 victory, a goal has been described as the East 
End’s Jesse Owens moment and which teammate Stanley Matthews described as probably 
the greatest goal I ever saw.

“I glanced across and saw Len Goulden steaming in just left of the centre of midfield, some 
35 yards from goal. I arced around the ball in order to get some power behind the cross and 
picked my spot just ahead of Len. He met the ball at around knee height. My initial thought 
was that he’d control it and take it on to get nearer the German goal, but he didn’t. Len met 
the ball on the run; without surrendering any pace, his left leg cocked back like the trigger 
of a gun, snapped forward and he met the ball full face on the volley. From 25 yards the ball 
screamed into the roof of the net with such power that the netting was ripped from two of 
the pegs by which it was tied to the crossbar. The terraces of the packed Olympic Stadium 
were as lifeless as a string of dead fish. “Let them salute that one,” Len yelled as he carried 
on running, arms aloft.”

LEN GOULDEN
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VIV GIBBINS
Senior caps: 2 | Goals: 3 | Years: 1924-25
Amateur caps: 12 | Goals: 7 | Years: 1924-32
Viv’s time at Leyton was relatively short (one 
season in 1934), but was a renowned footballer 
in east London. He made 129 appearances for 
West Ham, and won the FA Amateur Cup twice 
with Clapton in 1924 and 1925. He would play one 
more Amateur Cup final, but was on the losing 
team when Leyton lost in 1934. Whilst registered 
with Clapton, he made two England appearances, 
both against France, scoring twice in a 3-1 
victory on 17 May 1924 and once on 21 May 1925. 
Gibbins went off injured after 35 minutes of the 
latter game. England finished with nine men, but 
managed to hang on to win the game 3-2. Gibbins 
was one of the last amateur footballers to feature 
for England.

KENNETH HUNT
Senior Caps: 2 | Years: 1911
Amateur Caps: 16 | Goals: 1 | Years: 1906-20
The Reverend Kenneth Reginald Gunnery Hunt 
was an FA Cup final scorer, England international 
and Olympic gold medallist. He scored in the 1907 
Cup final, and then won an Olympic gold for the 
Great Britain football team the following summer. 
These performances caught the eye of Leyton, 
where he played for four years between 1908 
and 1912. Despite playing for professional clubs 
Wolves, Leyton and Crystal Palace, he never 
drew a salary, and in 1909, fulfilled his childhood 
desire to become a clergyman when he was 
ordained as a deacon in the Church of England. He 
went on to become a master and subsequently 
a housemaster at Highgate School. He became 
Housemaster of Grindal House where the House 
colours are still to this day Black and Gold in 
tribute to Hunt’s playing days at Wolverhampton 
Wanderers.

Viv Gibbins Kenneth Hunt
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ENGLAND AMATEURS

JACKIE BURNS
Amateur Caps: 16 | Goals: 3 | Years: 1930-35
After eight seasons playing in the Football League 
for Queens Park Rangers and Brentford, Burns 
made the switch to Leyton in 1935. He was also 
part of the defeated FA Amateur Cup side of 
1937. Nine of his 16 appearances for the England 
Amateurs were as captain.

BILL CHARLTON
Amateur Caps: 4 | Goals: 3 | Years: 1936-??
Another player who turned out for England 
Amateurs and Leyton during the late 1930s. He 
was a centre-forward who started his career 
with Southampton before moving to Hull City, and 
then a host of London clubs in Wimbledon, QPR, 
Barnet, Leyton and lastly Fulham. During Second 
World War, William Charlton was in Royal Navy-
Lt.Commander. After the war, Charlton worked 
for various Oil companies including Shell Mex 
before retiring to Barnes, dying there in 1998.

HERBERT “RIGGER” COATES
Amateur Caps: 8 | Years: 1928-31
Born in West Ham, Coates joined the Royal Navy, 
serving on the Victoria and Albert and also playing 
for the Navy’s football team. This caught the eye 
of nearby Southampton, where he would play 
when not restricted by his duties on the Royal 
Yacht. One of his Southampton teammates said 
he was “one of the finest inside lefts that ever 
wore an England Amateur jersey, and his clever 
dribbling, his brilliant anticipation and his terrific 
shots more than compensated for the fact that 
his play may have been a bit on the showy side.”

He moved to Leyton in 1934, but his playing time 
was limited due to his naval commitments, where 
he played until 1937. After the Second World War 
he settled in Portsmouth, where he became a pub 
landlord.

In a future programme, we’ll look at some of the non-
English players who represented their country, including 
a 2010 World Cup Qualifier which featured two Waltham 
Forest players on opposing teams.

Bill Charlton Herbert Coates
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In our last FA Cup programme, we shared the 
story of the last time we made the first round 
proper - against Swansea City in 1985. That 
didn’t seem to tempt fate too much... so here’s 
the story of the last time we were in the third 
round, in 1909.

There is perhaps a dislaimer in this third round 
run, that at the time, Leyton were a professional 
team, and therefore entered at the fourth 
qualifying round. Still, four wins against strong 
opponents are not to be sniffed at.

Strong, except perhaps for Bitterne Guild, 
Leyton’s first opponents. Bitterne were an 
amateur team from the Southampton area, and 
were no match for Leyton’s professionals who hit 
nine past them in front of around 4,000 people. 
The Sportsman even reported that W Matcham, 
in the Bitterne goal was the pick of their players 
and kept the score to nine! Pepper Renneville 
was Leyton’s star, scoring four that afternoon.

Familiar Southern League opponents Croydon 
Common were next up, but this tie was far more 
fiercly contested. Leyton had beaten Croydon 
5-2 on the opening day of the season, and were 

well-facied to win again, but the 1-0 victory was 
a fortunate one, with reports that a 2-1 win for 
the Common would have been the right result.

7,000 packed into Croydon Common which was 
sodden with rain and covered in standing water, 
but conditions like that wouldn’t even come close 
to calling a game off in the 1900s. Renneville was 
again Leyton’s hero, tapping in from close range 
after the Common keeper Hewitson had only 
half saved Josiah Gray’s shot. This time it was 
John Whitbourne in the Leyton goal’s turn to put 
in a fine performance, and saved a number of 
good Common shots after they fell behind.

So to the first round proper, and it was again 
Southern League opposition that came out of 
the hat. Leyton would play New Brompton not 
once, not twice, but three times in the FA Cup, 
after the first two games were drawn. 

New Brompton, now known as Gillingham 
travelled to London to play on Leyton’s “heavy 
and treacherous” pitch, which made the game 
“quite against classic football”. Leyton’s 
pitch troubles were a feature of their time as a 
professionals. Perhaps if they had a giant mound 

The last time 
we made it 
Looking back at the 1909-10 FA Cup run
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in the goal-mouth, a-la-Wadham Lodge, they 
may have fared a bit better.

Lloyd’s paper described Leyton’s start as “a 
footballing earthquake”, but at the break the 
score was still 0-0. This was down in part to 
injuries to Renneville and Jimmy Robertson of 
Leyton, and to Ephraim Longworth, who on this 
display, was judged as the best right-backs in the 
Southern League.

Despite 13,000 people cheering Leyton on, they 
couldn’t break the deadlock and were forced to 
make the trip to Gillingham four days later for 
the replay.

This time, they really tried to get a result, with 
extra time played, but a 2-2 draw meant a third 
replay would have to take place. All back to 
Leyton!

After five hours of football, Leyton finally made 
the breakthrough, winning by the solitary from 
Irish international Tom Shanks. This game was 
played at Tottenham Hotspurs’ ground, for what 
can only be asumed, was the state of Leyton’s 
pitch.

The winter of 1909 must have been a wet one, 
because for another Saturday, it rained. A fine 
drizzle fell all game at Edgeley Park, Stockport, 
where only 6,000 were present. George Ryder 
headed home early in the first half, and not long 
after, Jimmy Robertson made it two. Stockport 
huffed and puffed, but Leyton were resolute at 
the back, and eased into the third round proper 
for the first time.

Leicester Fosse, now Leicester City, would 
be Leyton’s opponenets. All reports from the 
game suggested that Leyton did not deserve to 
lose the game, and should have earend a draw, 
at least. The game was won by Fosse’s defence, 
rather than their attack, and they performed 
admirably to keep out Renneville and Walter 
Busby’s cosistent attacks. Unfortunately, it was 
Busby’s attacking positioning which left space at 
the back, and allowed Fred Threlfall to score the 
game’s only goal.

Fosse would lose 3-0 to Newcastle United in 
the next round, and the Magpies lifted the cup 
beating Barnsley 2-0 in a replay. Leyton would 
reach the second round three more times, but 
never the third again. 
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ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE TABLE ROLL CALL
P W D L GF GA GD PTS

1 Walthamstow 6 6 0 0 21 3 18 18

2 Saffron Walden Town 7 5 1 1 17 7 10 16

3 Stanway Rovers 7 5 1 1 17 7 10 16

4 Stansted 6 5 1 0 13 4 9 16

5 Redbridge 7 4 1 2 17 11 6 13

6 Enfield 6 4 0 2 13 6 7 12

7 Takeley 8 4 0 4 16 15 1 12

8 Cockfosters 7 3 2 2 12 8 4 11

9 Athletic Newham 5 3 1 1 16 12 4 10

10 FC Clacton 7 3 1 3 10 13 -3 10

11 West Essex 5 3 0 2 12 7 5 9

12 Southend Manor 7 2 2 3 9 14 -5 8

13 St Margaretsbury 8 2 2 4 6 14 -8 8

14 Little Oakley 5 2 0 3 10 12 -2 6

15 Ilford 5 2 0 3 8 10 -2 6

16 Hoddesdon Town 4 1 1 2 2 3 -1 4

17 Clapton 7 1 1 5 10 16 -6 4

18 Woodford Town 6 1 1 4 10 18 -8 4

19 White Ensign 5 1 0 4 9 14 -5 3

20 Sawbridgeworth Town 6 0 1 5 3 17 -14 1

21 Sporting Bengal United 6 0 0 6 5 25 -20 0

Last update 31/8/21 (Does not include Wednesday night’s games)

TODAY’S FIXTURES

RECENT RESULTS

FRIDAY (ESL)
West Essex v Stanway Rovers
Woodford Town v Southend Manor

SATURDAY (FA CUP)
Hadley v Enfield
Ilford v Aveley
Little Oakley v Kirkley and Parkfield
Walthamstow v Berkhamsted

SATURDAY (ESL)
Athletic Newham v Clapton
Cockfosters v Stansted
Clacton v Sawbridgeworth Town
Sporting Bengal United v Hoddesdon Town
Takeley v Redbridge
White Ensign v Saffron Walden Town

TUESDAY
Cockfosters 0-2 Walthamstow
Clacton A-A Little Oakley
Saffron Walden Town 1-2 Stanway Rovers
Sawbridgeworth Town 1-1 Stansted
St Margaretsbury 1-1 Hoddesdon Town
Takeley 1-4 Enfield

WEDNESDAY
Clapton - Redbridge
Ilford - Athletic Newham
White Ensign - Southend Manor
Woodford Town - Sporting Bengal United
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Adelani, Yemi 2 (4) 1 3 (3) 1

Beck, Jason 8 1 27 (1) 3

Carnegie, Harrison 7 2 9 2

Carvalho, Moses 3 (3) 0 3 (3) 0

Cekrezi, Amarildo 8 0 8 0

Dauti, Gazmend 0 0 60 (1) 9

Fletcher, Tommy 7 1 20 (1) 3

Hallett, Jason 6 7 6 7

Homans, Courtney 8 0 8 0

Monsheju, Tim 0 0 7 (6) 2

Nolan-Samuels, Casey 0 (2) 1 0 (3) 1

Odukoya, Ayo 0 (1) 0 0 (1) 0

Okunja, Eman 3 (5) 1 3 (5) 1

Osei, Michael 7 0 23 (5) 1

Paul, Airon 0 (2) 0 0 (2) 0

Pinto, Adalberto 8 5 11 5

Scully, Connor 7 (1) 3 30 (4) 8

Sotoyinbo, Ollie 6 4 6 4

Spillane, Tommy 7 0 12 (3) 0

Wright, Joe 1 (4) 1 1 (4) 1

Last update 1/9/21. Brackets indicate sub apps.
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As Leyton FC (1868-1880)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6

FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1890-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4

London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4

Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1895-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2, 

1902/3
London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4

South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0, 
1899/0

Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10

FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9

Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8

FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2

FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5

Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6

Essex T’side Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7, 1992/3
Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3

East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3
Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)

Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7

London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30

West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

As Leyton-Wingate FC (1976-1992)
FA Cup First Round: 1985/6 

Athenian League Champions: 1981/2
Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5
Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5

Waltham Forest Darts League Division Two Champions: 1992

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 – 1995)

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3
London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5

London Met League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 1981/2
London Met League Int. Cup Runners-Up: 1977/8, 1978/9

Spartan League Winners: 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1

Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8
Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9, 

1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7

Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern Floodlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9

Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7

London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
All-England Veterans Cup Winners: 2001/2, 2003/4

Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6
Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8, 2018/9

Len Cordell Trophy Plate: 2020/1

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6
 

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8
Soccer Swap Shop ESL Programme of the Year: 2018/9, 

2020/1 (Runner-up 2019/20)

CLUB HONOURS
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Amarildo Cekrezi
Courtney Homans

Tommy Spillane
Michael Osei

Tommy Fletcher
Jason Beck

Harrison Carnegie
Adalberto Pinto (C)

Jason Hallett
Ollie Sotoyinbo
Connor Scully

Moses Carvalho
Yemi Adelani

Casey Nolan-Samues
Eman Okunja

Joe Wright

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

12
14
15
16
17

NEXT MATCHES

West Essex (H)
14.9.21 // 7.45PM

Saffon Walden Town (H)
7.9.21 // 7.45PM

Xavi Comas-Leon
Mohamed Bangura
Josh Chamberlain
Adam Watkins
Ryan Kinnane
Charlie Briggs
Alie Bangura
Max Farrelly
James Verney
Lucas Kirkpatrick
Tremayne Charles

Jervon Campbell
Dan Jones
Connor Toomey
Jake Tabor
Carl Chambers

WALTHAMSTOW BERKHAMSTED

MANAGERS:
JOHN MACKIE & TERRY SPILLANE

MANAGER:
CHRIS DEVANE

F A  C U P  F I R S T  Q U A L I F Y I N G  R O U N D
S A T U R D A Y  4  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1

Hadleigh United (H)
11.9.21 // 3PM


