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Andrzej Perkins
The Editor

The crucial games
coming thick and fast

Good evening everyone, and welcome to Wadham
Lodge for this Essex Senior League fixture
against Saffron Walden Town. We extend a warm
welcome to their players, supporters and officials
who are no doubt happy to get this long trip out of
the way early in the season, even if it is a Tuesday!

Well, Saturday was a hoot, wasn't it? Even
considering our excellent start to the season, we
were massive underdogs going into the game.
But our performance was so well organised and
professional. We soaked up the pressure for large
amounts of the game, and took our chance when
it fell - Yemi Adelani with a fantastic finish.

It says something for the form of our defenders
at the moment that we limited Berko to just one
real shot on target in the game - and that was in
the 94th minute. Still, when they did finally get
through, they came up against Amarildo Cekrezi
who pulled off an absolute worldie of a save.

In his post-match interview, Yemi Adelani
reserved special praise for Cekrezi, and said I
have so much love for this guy”. | think we all
do. I've never seen a goalkeeper at this level so
good at catching crosses; the way he relieved the

pressure on the back-line on Saturday was vital.

And what about our fans? The longer the game
went on, the louder they got. It was an incredible
atmosphere, and the support really was our 12th
man - thank you all so much for your support.

We were also joined by our U15s who did a lap of
honour displaying their recently-won silverware -
things are certainly heading in the right direction
in E17.

But today we put our FA Cup antics to one side, and
focus back to the Essex Senior League. Today’s
game will no doubt be another really tough one,
and an important one, even at this early stage in
the season.

We'll be reunited with our old friend Michael
Toner who is now running things in the centre of
the Walden midfield, and we know what a fierce
competitor he is, meaning we'll once again have
to be at our best today.

Enjoy the game,

Andrzej
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FA CUP FIRST QUALIFYING ROUND
3PM - SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER - WADHAM LODGE

Walthamstow defied the odds to progress to the second qualifying round of
the FA Cup for the third season in a row. Going up against a Berkhamsted
side from the level above who had won all their games so far this season,
it was never going to be an easy task, but Stow performed brilliantly, and
deserved the win.

In front of a bumper crowd, it was a cagey opening with neither side really
able to put their foot on the ball. The visitors were unsurprisingly on the
front foot, but save for a shot wide, and a couple of through balls which
Amarildo Cekrezi collected, they didn't trouble the Stow goal.

The only goal of the game came just before the half-hour mark. Adalberto
Pinto flicked on a Courtney Homans throw into the feet of Eman Okunja
who held off his marker and played the ball out to Yemi Adelani. Adelani let
the ball run across his body and finished first time through the on-rushing
goalkeeper's legs.

Five minutes later Berko went the closest yet to scoring, but Lucas
Kirkpatrick’s effort after a short free kick was deflected just over the bar. A
hallmark of Stow’s play this season has been putting the opposition defence
under pressure, and just before half time it almost worked again. Okunja
forced Briggs into conceding a throw and from that, Harrison Carnegie
worked some space outside the box and clipped a delightful effort narrowly
over.

As expected, the second half was all Berkhamsted, with Stow happy to
soak up the pressure for most of the final 45. Six minutes into the half
Berko worked the ball well around the Stow box, but Adam Watkins' shot
was sliced well wide. A couple of minutes later Ryan Neufville found some
space, but Cekrezi parried well and Stow cleared.

Berkhamsted were becoming more and more frustrated, but still limited
Stow to any real chances in the second half. Joe Wright had Stow’s only
chance of the half, but it was a half-chance at best and he headed over.

With the Stow support calling for the whistle, there was still enough time
for Berko to carve out one final opportunity, with the ball falling to Carl
Chambers, but his top-corner-bound effort was met by an incredible diving
save from Cekrezi. With 22 men in the Stow penalty area, the resulting
corner game to nothing, and the referee blew for a historic FA Cup victory.






SAFFRON WALDEN

The club was established as
Saffron Walden in 1872 and
have reason to believe they
are the oldest senior football
club in what is now Essex.

They entered the FA Cup in
1876=77, but withdrew after
being drawn against holders
Wanderers as they could not
afford to travel. Two years
later they made their first
appearance, losing 5-0 to
Upton Park in the first round.

In 1882 the club were founder
members of the Essex FA. In
1890 club secretary Arthur
Smith, the headmaster of the
local Boy's National School,
negotiated an annual fee of £3
with Lord Braybrooke for the
use of a piece of land in Loft's
Lane; previously the club had
played on the town common,
but had been unable to charge
spectators an entrance fee.

The club reached the final
of the Essex Junior Cup in
1894-94, but lost 3-0 to

Barking Excelsior. In 1896-97
they reached the final again,
beating Leytonstone 6-1 in a
replay.

In 1899 they entered the
Haverhill and District League,
which they won in 1907-08,
1922-23, 1923-24, 1928-
29, 1929-30 and 1933-34.
The club also entered the
Stansted and District League,
the Cambridgeshire League
and Hertfordshire and Essex
Border League during the
same era, winning the
Stanstead & District League
on seven occasions and the
Border League once.

In 1926 the club reached the
final of the Essex Junior Cup,
where a record crowd of
6,000 saw them lose 2-1 to
Rainham Athletic.

The club moved to the Essex &
Suffolk Border League and the
North Essex League, before
joining the Spartan League in
1933. In 1936-37 they won



Division Two.

After World War |l the club moved to the
Parthenon League in 1953, and, after a single
season, left to join the Hertfordshire County
League.

In 1971 the club were founder members of the
Essex Senior League. After winning the league
in 1973-74, they switched to the Eastern
Counties League, which they won in 1982-83.

After finishing sixth the following season, the
club joined Division Two North of the Isthmian
League. In 1996 the club dropped back into the
Essex Senior League, following a rule change
which deemed the sloping pitch at Catons Lane
to be unfit for the league.

They won the league in 1999-2000 and were
runners-up the following year, but ongoing work
on the ground prevented the club from being
promoted.

The club tried to transfer to the Eastern Counties
League, but was prevented from doing so by the

Essex Senior League. In order to fulfil their wish,
in 2003-04 the club spent a season outside the
league system, playing just friendlies, before
rejoining Division One of the Eastern Counties
League in 2004.

In August 2011 they resigned from the league
claiming that their financial situation meant
that they could not guarantee that they would
complete the 2011-12 season. In 2012 they
rejoined the Eastern Counties League.

On 4 July 2012, members voted to convert the
club into a Community Benefit Society. They
were promoted to the Premier Division at the
end of the 2014-15 season after finishing third
in Division One.

At the start of the 2017-18 season Walden
were transferred to the Essex Senior League,
finishing fourth in their first season, and have
been cosistent title challengers every season
since.

PAST MEETINGS

The first meeting between the two sides ends in a 4-1
victory for Leyton in a pre-season friendly.

The first league meetings until 2017. Leyton-Wingate
take four points, with a 3-1 win at Cattons Lane and a
2-2 draw at the Hare & Hounds.

The second Essex Senior Cup meeting between the
two sides ends in a 2-1 win for Leyton Pennant. Pat
Staunton and Micky Cole get the goals.

A young Waltham Forest side are given a lesson away
to Walden in the Essex Senior Cup, losing 3-0.

Stow are leading 3-1 into injury time, but Lewis
Francis scores two late goals so that the points are
shared. Junior Appiah sees red for stow.

A fiesty encounter at Wadham Lodge which sees
Stow win 3-1. A player from each side see red for an
incident after Stow score their third.

A rocket from Connor Scully, and a Tommy Fletcher
goal give Stow a crucial 2-1 win away to Walden, but
the season would end early a few weeks later.

OHONONOROBONONO

Dwade James puts a penalty past his former
teammate James Bransgrove in a 1-0 win for Stow
at Cattons Lane.



Exale Brewery and Taproom, proud to sponsor Walthamstow FC

THURS (4pm - 12am) | FRI (4pm - 2am) | SAT (12pm - 2am) | SUN 12-9pm)
Unit 2C, Uplands Business Park, Walthamstow, E17 5QJ

info@exalebrewing.com | instagram.com/exalebrewing




PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

Sponsoring a player’s clobber is a great way to support the club and
show your support to your favourite Stow player. Prices start at just £5
for the season, and every sponsorship makes a difference.

To commit to your player, speak to a committee member today, or visit

walthamstowfc.com/sponsor.

TRACKSUIT SHIRT SHORTS SOCKS
£30 £20 £10 £5
John Mackie - - - - - - Muswell Hill Stow - - - - - -
Terry Spillane Alan Eady
Gaz Dauti
Anthony loannou
Saarah Akhlaq Matt Churchill Ben Cross

Lucelta Eugene

Muswell Hill Stow

Yemi Adelani

Stuart Fitzsimon View from the Lodge

Jason Beck

Ben James Jerry Porritt

Muswell Hill Stow

Harrison Carnegie

Dave Nicholls & Sarah Butcher

Meg & Matt Cheetham

Moses Carvalho Muswell Hill Stow Keith Bailey
Amarildo Cekrezi - - - - - - - Kevin Thomas - - - - - - -
Jason Hallett - - - - - - - - David Ward - - - - - - - -
Courtney Homans - - - - - - - - David Ward - - - - - - - -
Casey Nolan-Samuels
Ayo Odukoya
Eman Okunja 21 Seconds to Stow
Michael Osei Alfie Dee

Adalberto Pinto

Keppler Engineering

Connor Scully

David Butten JJ Chris ‘Raul’ Knight

Forest Gump

Ollie Sotoyinbo

Celastine - - -

Tommy Spillane

Joe Wright




Well, didn't we have a lovely time the day
we hosted Berko! From one town which is a
pleasure to visit to another, as we welcome
tonight's visitors. Saffron Walden is a delightful
and historic town, well provided with pubs
to match - now including the Railway Arms
opposite the sadly-long-closed station, a
community-run pub bought out from one of
the major companies last year and now serving
beers sourced exclusively from local breweries.
Sounds like a must-visit when we go up there
for the return fixture in November!

As this column’'s primary remit is to preview
the pubs and beers on offer on our forthcoming
away trips, this run of seven consecutive home
games presents something of a challenge,
unless we get an away Cup draw or replay to
break it up. So in the meantime we'll be taking
a look around the local scene, which has
become a lot more diverse and interesting in
recent years. When the Beer Hunter moved to
Walthamstow in the late 90s he had to get the
bus down to the William IV in Leyton in order
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to get a decent pint - now the once-grotty
Dog & Duck has been reborn and reinvented
with a good range of craft kegs, and we also
have the likes of the Rose & Crown, the Bell,
the Chequers and the Walthamstow Beer Mile
in Blackhorse Lane to tickle our palates and
delight our tastebuds.

The last-mentioned includes our sponsors and
matchday beer suppliers, Exale, who are based
in a former furniture factory in Uplands Business
Park. As well as their core range - Pale Ale, Der
Titan Dortmunder Lager and Krankie Iron Brew
Sour (1], they also do one-offs and seasonals and
are forever experimenting and pushing things
forward. Their taproom and bottle shop is open
Thursdays to Sundays (see their website for
times and details - www.exalebrewing.com),
and they also host guest food vendors, DJs and
live bands (Walthamstow's own honky-tonk
heroes the East Lonesome Drifters were on fine
form the other week). Well worth dropping in,
but be warned - some of their beers are on the
strong side!



THE STOW
CLUB SHOP

Next to the turnstiles
or at walthamstowfc.com




REFURBISHMENTS,
GARDEN ROOMS
AND EXTENSIONS

Mobile: 07870 645 084
Email: info@stowbuild.co.uk

Q o @StowBuild






FIXTURES AND RESULTS

Cmp F-A Att 1 2 3 L) 5 6
AUG Wed 4 A White Ensign ESL (574 102  Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck
Tue 10 H Crawley Green FAC 263  Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei * Fletcher Beck
Sat 14 A Redbridge ESL [ZE0F 68  Cekrezi Homans  Spillane * Osei Fletcher Beck
Tue 17 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL 204  Cekrezi Homans  Wright 1 Osei Fletcher Beck *
Sat 21 H Hullbridge Sports FAC [ZE0F 248  Cekrezi Homans  Spillane Osei Fletcher Beck

Tue 24 A StMargaretsbury ESL [ZH0f 108  Cekrezi Homans  Spillane Osei * Fletcher 1 Beck
Sat 28 H Sporting Bengal Utd  ESL [55if 119 Cekrezi Homans Spillane  Carvalho Fletcher *  Beck 1

Tue 31 A Cockfosters ESL [“28F 215  Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei Carvalho Beck
SEP Sat 4 H Berkhamsted FAC 317  Cekrezi Homans Spillane Osei Fletcher ~ Carvalho
Tue 7 H Saffron Walden Town ESL
Sat 11 H Hadleigh United FAV
Tue 14 H West Essex ESL
Sat 18 ? TBC FAC
Tue 21 H White Ensign ESL
OCT Sat 2 H Little Oakley ESL
Tue 5 H StMargaretsbury ESL
Sat 10 A Stanway Rovers ESL
Sat 16 A Stansted ESL
Sat 23 H FC Clacton ESL
Sat 30 H Athletic Newham ESL
NOV Sat 6 A Clapton ESL

Sat 13 A Saffron Walden Town ESL
Sat 27 H Hoddesdon Town ESL

DEC Sat 4 H Woodford Town ESL
Sat 11 A Southend Manor ESL

Sat 18 A llford ESL

Tue 28 A West Essex ESL

JAN Sat 8 H Cockfosters ESL
Sat 15 H Redbridge ESL

Sat 22 H Enfield ESL

Sat 29 A Takeley ESL

FEB Sat 5 A Little Oakley ESL
Sat 12 H lIlford ESL

Sat 19 A Sporting Bengal Utd  ESL

Sat 26 H Stansted ESL

MAR Tue 1 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Sat 5 A FCClacton ESL

Sat 12 A Athletic Newham ESL

Sat 19 H Clapton ESL

Fri 25 A Woodford Town ESL

APR Sat 2 H Southend Manor ESL
Sat 23 A Hoddesdon Town ESL

Sat 30 H Stanway Rovers ESL

TBC A Enfield ESL
H Takeley ESL

ESL = Essex Senior League | FAC = FA Cup | FAV = FA Vase

Please note, these fixtures are correct at the time of printing. Please check before travelling anywhere.
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7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused
Carnegie1  Pinto Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo 1% Scully 1 * Adelani (10) Wright (4) Carvalho (11) Okunja | Nolan-Samuels
Carnegie  Pintol  Hallett 2 Sotoyinbo * Scully * Okunja (11) Wright (4) Nolan-S (10)1 Carvalho | Adelani
Carnegie  Pinto 1 Hallett1 Adeyemi* Scully *  Okunja (3) Wright (10) Carvalho (11) Bartlett-Antwi | Nolan-Samuels
Carnegie *  Pintol Hallett2* Okunjal Carvalho Scully (6) Adelani(9) Nolan-S (7) Sotoyinbo | Spillane
Carnegie Pinto Hallett # Sotoyinbo1*  Scully  Adelani (10) 1 Okunja (9) Williams | Byrne | Cisse
Ojunka Pinto Hallett * Sotoyinbo1  Scully  Adelani (9) Carvalho (4) Carnegie | Williams | Nolan-Samuels
Carnegie 1 ¥ Pinto 1 Adelani  Sotoyinbo1 Scully 1 * Okunja(5) Paul (7) Wright (11) Osei | Rapai
Carnegie Pinto 1 Scully 1 Sotoyinbo *  Okunja  Odukoya (9) Paul (11) Adelani | Wright | Fletcher
Carnegie Pinto  Adelani 1 * Scully * Okunja  Sotoyinbo (10)  Wright (9) Clsse | Nolan-Samuels | Williams | Dauti
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On this day

7 September

The club’s first game on this day came in 1901, and it was a landmark day in its history. Leyton
had a bit of a nomadic existence and had played on something like thirteen different grounds, seven
of those in the last eleven years, since forming in 1868. So would the switch to another ground be
any different, or would they be moving on soon before the paint was dry? As it turned out, the club
would still have connections nearly one hundered years later, for on the 7th September 1901 “Leyton
opened the season on their new ground in Lea Bridge Road, when they met and defeated Hamstead

by four goals to none”.

The ground in question was the playing field behind the Hare and Hounds pub, but on this occasion,

Leyton only lated four seasons before moving again, bouncing around a

number of grounds in Leyton before settling

at the Hare and Hounds again in 1944, this
time for 50 years.

Our first competitive fixture on this day
came six years later, when Leyton lost 4-1 to
Millwall Athletic.

In 1985, Leyton reached the first round
proper of the FA Cup, eventually losing away
to Swansea City. Standing in their way were
three west London sides, one of which was
Hellenic League side Hounslow, who we
played in the 1st qualifying round.

It was going to be another tough game, against a team who would finish third in their league that
season. Delroy Rhoden, Steve Goodwin and Steve Hamberger, all key parts of Wakeling’s squad were
missing, but three goals in four minutes just before half time set the game alight.

Joe Harley headed in Steve Lane’s cross to open the scoring, and Micky Hazeldean volleyed home to
put Leyton back on top after Hounslow had hit back immediately.After the game, Wakeling said “I
am so pleased. And when you consider that sitting along-side me in the dug-out were three of our best
players, to go away and get such a great result at Hounslow is a bonus”.

The less said about the 6-1 defeat to Basingstoke Town in 1996 the better, though Basingstoke did get
promoted that season, so the result was perhaps not much of a surprise.

In 2002, Danny Honeyball’s young side had made a roaring start to the season, taking nine points
from the opening four games. But the 2-1 defeat to Barking would start a run of eight games without a
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win, and a longer run of form which would
see Leyton Pennant slip to the foot of the
table. In the end, Hakan Hayrettin came

in as manager and saved Pennant from the
drop.

In 2011, we played our then-landlords Ilford
in the FA Cup; a game which had gone to
a replay after a 1-1 draw in the first game
(pictured, right).

The 2013 trip to Maldon & Tiptree was not
a bad result on the face of it, but was part
of a run of just one win in Waltahm Forest’s
opening eleven league games, and would

eventually signal relegation to the Essex
Senior League.

Most recently, we were defeated 3-1 by
Stansted at Wadham Lodge in 2016. It was the
first defeat for Kem Kamal’s
side who had made an

incredible start to the season -
.. . L0 Season  Opposition Competition
winning all of their opening H
. 2
eight games. Stansted were 1901-02  Hampstead e
not the force their are now, 1907-08  Millwall Athletic Southern League Division 1 HoL-
but made the most of a very 1910-11  Croydon Common South Eastern League A 30
shaky perfor.mance . fro@ A ——— Athenian League A 42
debutant Kalin Artakiev in O b1
the Forest goal, forcing him 192930 Custom House West Ham Charity Cup
. . : 9-0
into a number of mistakes. 1935-36  Golders Green Athenian League H
1940-41  Ford Sports South Essex Combination A 42
1 K : . -
Editor’s note: If anyone has any TV Athenian League A 12
clue who “Happy Wanderers” Essex Thameside Trophy H 05
- | S
were, and why we played them 1949-50  Grays Athletic T
n a friendly in the middle of the 1957-58  Woodford Town FA Cup
season, please get in touch! 1961-62  Hornchurch Athenian League A 2-4
2
1963-64  Dagenham FA Cup Al
2-2
1967-68  Woodford Town East Anglian Cup Ho 7
1968-69  Eastbourne United Memorial Shield A 12
197475 Cheshunt Athenian League Cup A 02
i H 13
Crib sheet: The original Leyton FC were 1976-77 Epsom & Ewell Athenian League ; o
fc d in 1868, playi il 1880. In 1890, i o
nct':;lilu‘l:‘ namedpzsxy;:;ic‘lims‘wiﬁs wa;1 formedi 1978-79  Happy Wanderers Friendly
changing their name to Leyton in 1895 - this A 2-1
club disbanded in 1912, and a new Leyton FC 1985-86  Hounslow FA Cup
was formed in 1913. This club merged with . . 0 H 1-0
Wingate to become Leyton Wingate from 1975- 1991-92  Croydon |sthmian League Division One
1992. ‘Wingate’ joined with Finchley to become -
Wingate & Finchley in 1992, and the club 1996-7 Basingstoke Town |sthmian League Division One H 1-6
reyer(ed to Leyton, until 1995 w}-nen a merger ) ) ) 19
i Wi Feman g i 0 Levon 20023 Barking & EastHam  Isthmian League Division One North  H
Waltham Forest, and changed 2
i 0 2018 1o Walthameton, 2011-12  liford FA Cup A3
2013-14  Maldon & Tiptree Isthmian League Division One North A 1-2
2016-17  Stansted Essex Senior League H 13




Classic programme

With David Chapman

A warm welcome to Wadham Lodge this evening to Saffron Walden Town. Last season we were
prevented from entertaining them and in the previous season our visit to them proved to be the last
match for some months. So, let’s hope that this season we manage to get both the home and away
fixtures completed.

According to their history Saffron Walden Town have been around for a long time. Formed in 1872
and they lay claim to being the oldest club in Essex. I would respectively point out that Leyton
are actually four years older, dating from 1868. Boundary changes in the sixties put us in Greater
London, although we still compete in the Essex County Cup and not the London Senior.

For the best part of one hundred years Saffron Walden Town competed in mainly local leagues. I think
they tried moving up to the Spartan League but found it not to their liking. Then in 1971 they became
founder members of the Essex Senior League, and since when, they have been on a bit of a roller-
coaster having moved between the Essex Senior League, Isthmian League and the Easter Counties
League’s and including a season in the Wilderness League. Thankfully they are still with us.

In cup competitions, Safron Walden Town were the beaten finalists, to Barking Excelsior, in the Essex
Junior Cup for 1894/5. Two years later they beat Leytonstone United in the final. As Matlock Swifts
we won the inaugural Essex Junior Cup in 1893/4, beating Witham. Since then, SWT have not really
bothered the historians, that is until 1982/3 when they won the Essex Senior Trophy, repeating the
feat the following season. So would they be able to make it three in a row.

Which is where our look-back at an old programme comes into it. On Easter Saturday the 6th April
1985 Saffron Walden Town took on Leyton Wingate at Chelmsford. At the time both clubs were
playing in the Isthmian League Division Two North. We had both met twice that season in league
games with Leyton Wingate winning away and drawing at home. Leyton Wingate were also just
beginning their sixteen-game unbeaten run to take the league championship. So, on the face of it
SWT were very much up against it.

From Leyton Wingate’s point it turned out to be a disappointing game. The only goal — not sure it
deserved that title — was a slight flick which trickled past Nicky Penn. In the old days if a club won on
three occasions, they were allowed to keep the existing trophy, but I don’t think that still applies. We
mentioned several of the Leyton Wingate players in the match programme against Berko, so I won’t
repeat it. I did notice that in the Saffron Walden Town side they played Alec Ramsey their all-time
record goal-scorer.

The programme notes were compiled by Johnny Bays, then a member of the Essex County Football
Association, but for many years, John was both a player and official with Leyton Football Club. In the
notes John thanked the Hon Sec of Chelmsford, Vic Keeble, for making the arrangements. Vic Keeble
had played for Colchester United, Newcastle United and West Ham United in his playing career, and
was the son of Leyton’s old centre-forward from the thirties.
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Words: Andrzej Perkins

The FA Cup often claims to
be the oldest national cup
competition in the world.
But The Youdan Cup, an
1867 Sheffield Rules football
competition, preceded the
FA Cup by more than four

years. This is its story.
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The Youdan Football Cup (commonly referred
to as the Youdan Cup) is believed to be among
the first football tournaments, played in any
code of football, and pre-dates the Football
Association challenge cup by four years.

Sponsored by local theatre owner and
philanthropist Thomas Youdan, the 18687
tournament was contested by 12 local teams,
and comprised two knock-out rounds followed
by a three-way final involving Hallam FC,
Norfolk and MacKenzie. Sheffield FC, now
recognised by FIFA as the oldest existing club
still playing football in the world declined to
participate in the competition, choosing to
“groom themselves for the national stage”,
according to Adrian Harvey, author of Football:
The First Hundred Years.

Youdan offered both a silver cup and
prize money to the winners, and

a £2 prize for the winning design
for the cup itself. Unfortunately,
the cup itself was not ready in time
to be presented to the winners,
although the runners-up were given
a two-handed silver goblet encircled
with athletic figures that had been
purchased with proceeds of the gate
money.

Thomas Youdan himself was unable

to attend the final due to illness. The

Cup subsequently disappeared, but

resurfaced in 1997 when Hallam FC

bought it from a collector for £2,000. Hallam
still own the trophy. In May 2021, a leaflet
from the competition appeared on the Antiques
Roadshow, and was valued at £8-10,000.

The format of the competition was drawn up
by a committee and played under Sheffield
Rules. The Sheffield Rules were used between
1858 and 1877 in and around Sheffield, and
were one of the most popular forms of the game
during the time. The Sheffield rules had a major
influence on how the modern game of football
developed. Among other things they introduced
were the concepts of corners, and free kicks

for fouls. Games played under the rules are
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also credited with the development of heading,
following the abolition of the fair catch, and the
origins of the goalkeeper and forward positions.
The final was the most high-profile football
match that had occurred anywhere in Britain up
until that point, and attracted 3,000 spectators
at Bramall Lane in Sheffield.

The game ended 0-0, but Norfolk were declared
winners, having scored a “rouge”. The rouge
originated in the Eton Field Game, where it was
awarded when a player touched the ball down
behind the opponents’ goal-line in a somewhat
similar manner to today’s “try” in rugby.

At the final, the Sheffield Daily Telegraph
wrote “The clubs met at Bramall-lane Cricket
Ground, on Saturday last, and after a well-
contested match- each side in turn appearing
to have the best of the game- Norfolk
eventually won by one rouge. Last
evening representatives from each
of the clubs to the number of
about forty sat down to dinner at
the Adelphi Hotel, Arundel-street.
After partaking of an excellent
repast, served in Mr. Sampson’s
usual excellent style, Mr. Councillor
Hawksley was called on to preside,
while the vice-chair was occupied
by Mr. ]. Birley. The usual loyal and
patriotic toasts having been given and
duly responded to, the prizes were
put upon the table. They consisted of
two handsome cups.”

That report makes it sound like one of the first
organised tournaments in the world was just an
excuse for a slap-up meal. It’s good to see the
Youdan Cup’s legacy live on to modern football
tournaments today.

The Youdan Cup was expected to be an annual
competition, but was never played again,
though it was succeeded the following year by
the Cromwell Cup, named after another local
theatre manager, Oliver Cromwell (not that
one), which lasted until 1881, playing its last
four years under Association Football rules.



CHAMPIONS
OF ESSEX

Founded in 1872, today’s visitors can lay claim to being the
oldest club in what is now Essex

But for many years, leyton were the pride of Essex, winning
eight Essex Senior Cups. Here’s how they were won
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Words: Andrzej Perkins
Photos: club archive, David Chapman

Despite Leyton being one of the more
established clubs in east London and then
Essex, it took until the 14th running of the

Essex Senior Cup to pick it up for the first time.

In the quarter finals, Thames Ironworks (now
West Ham United) were beaten 3-2, which
Leyton followed-up with a big 5-0 win over
Forest Swifts with Arthur Russell scoring a
hattrick, and his brother Ted and Carr helped
with a goal each.

Arthur was developing quite a taste for Essex
Senior Cup games, and in the final, he scored
two more to secure a 4-0 win for Leyton
against the York and Lancaster Regiment.
Leyton were firm favourites for the game, and
lived up to expectation winning comfortably

>«

despite the soldier’s “unflagging spirit”.

After missing out for so long, Leyton made it
two in a row the following year. Local rivals
Woodford were beaten 4-1, followed by a

2-0 win against Leytonstone in the quarter
final. Last year’s beaten finalists, the York and
Lancaster Regiment were the opponents in the
semi-final, and in front of a large crowd who
“showed their enthusiasm by sounding rattles
and whistles, playing jews’ harps and singing
snatches of popular songs” a single goal from
Arthur Russell sent Leyton through to the final.
Perhaps the highlight of the semi-final wasn’t
the game itself though. At half time, a cyclist
took it upon himself to sprint around the
cinder track that encircled the pitch.

He reached a fine pace, when all of a sudden,
his bike went flying forwards, and he went
backwards. Apparently someone had stretched
a wire across the track, which the cyclist had
not seen. This sounds so absurd that it would
not have been believed, for it not appearing in
the Chelmsford Chronicle.

In the final, Arthur Russell scored again,
helping his side to a 6-0 win against Romford,
in front of some 6,000 people.
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Harwich & Parkeston would win the 1899 final,
but that would be the only club that could
wrestle the title of best team in Essex from
Leyton.

The early rounds of the competition were

what would now be an east London love-

inn. Walthamstow Town, Leytonstone and
Woodford were all beaten, to set up a final with
Colchester Town in the middle of April.

Leyton were only 1-0 up at the break, but hit
four in the second half, securing a 5-1 victory.
Ted Freeman and Ted Russell got a goal each,
but Doggett was the start man, hitting a
hattrick.

A year later, and another Essex Senior Cup
final. Leyton were getting used to this. But for

a cup that represented a whole county, Leyton
were perhaps getting bored of playing the same
old sides. Ilford were beaten 5-0 (after the first
game had been abandoned due to bad light),
and then Leytonstone were beaten 3-0 in the
quarter finals.

The novelty of playing someone new clearly
excited the Leyton players, and it took a third
replay to get past Harwich and Parkeston in
the semi-finals. All three games were played at
Witham - quite the journey in the 1900s - and
goals from Arthur Russell, Ted Freeman and O
Papineau secured passage to the final, where
more familiar opposition, Woodford, awaited.

The final, played at Ilford was a spectacle
deserving of the occasion, as the two sides
shared seven goals in a 4-3 win for Leyton.
6,000 packed into the Ilford Sports Ground,
and despite Arthur Russell putting Leyton 1-0
up, Woodford used the wind behind them to
great advantage, and were soon ahead 2-1.

A third goal from Woodford made it look

like the contest was over, but with the wind
behind them, Leyton were unstoppable. George
Freeman scored one, Arthur Russell another,
and following a goal-mouth scramble, Leyton
bundled over a fourth to complete an unlikely
comeback and a memorable victory.



A fourth title in six years was secured in
1903, but it would be the last win for some
time as Leyton would soon move to being a
professional club and not taking part in the
Essex Senior Cup.

There were some new faces in this cup run,

as West Ham Garfield were the visitors to

the Hare & Hounds in Leyton’s first game. T
Ward and C Plested made sure of a 2-1 win. In
fact, Leyton would score two goals in each of
their four games in this season’s competition.
IlIford Alliance were beaten 2-0 in the quarter
finals thanks to goals from Ted Freeman and L
Piggott, and Chelmsford City were beaten 2-1
in the semi-final.

In the final, again played at Ilford, Leyton
were up against Colchester Crown, a bunch
of upstarts who almost drove the more
established Colchester United out of Town.
Crown had lost just three games all season,
but were still no match for Leyton who won
2-1.] Freeman and ] Chapman were the Leyton
scorers, with Chapman’s goal coming from
the penalty spot after a hand-ball in the area.
Despite being played in the middle of April,
there was a strong wind and snow, but still

5,000 hardy souls came out to watch the game.
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A stint playing as professionals, a world war,
and some less than inspiring seasons meant
it would be another 27 years until Leyton to

reach the final once more.

A 9-1 semi-final win over Dagenham Town
pretty much etched Leyton’s name on the
trophy, but the 1930 final was a far more
tightly-contested affair. Barking Town were

the opponents, but it was a case of young

and old for Leyton, as Hall, one of their most
experienced player scored the first, and G
Collins, the youngest player, got the second.
For Barking, it was their fourth Senior Cup final
defeat, having lost the other three to Leyton.

Leyton enjoyed doing things in twos and made
it back to back Essex Senior Cup titles in 1931.

After seeing off Clapton, Ilford and
Walthamstow Avenue with relative ease,
Chelmsford City, now established as one of the
county’s premier sides were the hosts in the
final.

The Chelmsford Chronicle fancied their side’s
chances, but in April snow (again!) and heavy
rain, Leyton prevailed, winning 2-0.



The last pre-war cup win game in 1935. After
having reached the final of the FA Amateur
Trophy the season before, hopes at Leyton
were high, but there were early exists in the
Trophy and the London Senior Cup. This

did open the door for a run in the Essex
Senior, where Leyton would make the trip

to Colchester to play the 2nd Middlesex
Regiment. Upon reaching Colchester, the
soldiers’ ground was deemed unfit, so everyone
schlepped back to Leyton, where they won 7-1.

Chelmsford City were beaten 5-1 in the quarter
finals, and Leyton squeaked past Leytonstone
1-0 in the semis.

The final drew Leyton against Harwich and
Parkeston. The contest ended in a draw, with
a fixtures pile-up meaning the deciding game
wasn’t played until the middle of May, with
Leyton winning 1-0.

It took 71 years for the club to secure their
ninth Essex Senior Cup, and they did it without
kicking a ball; in the final at least. Either
Braintree Town or Chelmsford City awaited
Waltham Forest in the final of the 2005-6 Essex
Senior Cup. It should have a been a spectacular
final, played at Southend United’s Roots Hall
ground, but Forest were denied as both other
semi-finalists were kicked out for a 30-man
brawl in their semi.

In the third round, Forest made it three wins
out of three against Aveley that season,
winning 2-1 at Wadham Lodge. A long
midweek trip to Stanway Rovers was Forest’s
reward, but the travel clearly did them some
good, scoring twice in the first two minutes

- first Leon McKenzie running onto a weak
clearance from the home keeper and slamming
home, then Stuart Houghton was in the right
place to tap in a Jermain Hughes shot which
had initially been parried. Sosthene Guei who
sent Jermain Hughes through to score Forest’s
third goal, in a 3-2 win. Harlow Town were then
dispatched 2-0 in the quarters, and Isthmian
Premier side Heybridge Swifts were beaten 3-0
in the semi-finals, thanks to an inspired from
Jermain Hughes.

“Jermain is one of our oldest players at 34 and
he may not have been playing had we not lost
the likes of Leon McKenzie and Alan Cox to
injury. But Jermain came in and scored two
goals against Heybridge and he really adds a
lot of pace, spice and character to our team,”
said manager Hakan Hayrettin of the striker
who picked up the Essex County FA’s Semi
Final Player of the Round Award.

But the hopes of playing at Roots Hall were
given a blow when Braintree and Chelmsford
were kicked out for fighting, and Forest had to
make do with being presented the trophy at an
end of season awards dinner.



THE TINY FIGURES THAT TOOK
THE PLAYGROUND BY STORM

Words: Andrzej Perkins | Photos: Corinthian Archive

If a you saw a footballer who was half
body, half head, and kicked around a 12-
inch ball, you’d seriously question what
you’d just been drinking, or if that
takeaway last night was a good 7dea.
But if you shrunk that player down to
two inches, made him out of plastic and
stuck him on a little green base, you
instantly had a new collectable craze
and a place in football history.

In the late 1990s, with the Premier League
well into its rise to global domination,
Corinthian PLC was looking for somewhere
new to market <dts promotional gifts.
They had previously given away freebies
in Tetley Tea bags and McDonalds’s Happy
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Meals, but a row between China and the
EU forced them to change their approach.

The main sticking point was around the
export of non-human characters, and that
Star Wars character Spock was non-human
because he was a Vulcan. The import of a
non-human character meant their tariff
quotas took a hit, so they started
looking at other options. With the
Premier League’s popularity only going
one way, the choice was obvious.

Corinthian began create prototypes for
small plastic players, decked out 1in
their club kits and adorned with a huge
grin.

The first four players were Robbie



Fowler, Peter Schmeichel, Alan
Shearer and Ryan Giggs, and
they -1immediately grabbed the
attentions of a football mad
nation, and the Prostar was

born.

16 of Terry Venebals’ England
squad followed, dncluding a
last minute change to Paul
Gascoigne, who died his hair
blonde the day after seeing the
original dark-haired prototype of
himself, according to an interview
Paul Speed did with FourFourTwo
in March 2021.

It took around 14 months, but
the entire Premier League was
soon signed up. Corinthian’s only

problem was that they couldn’t
refill the shelves quickly
enough.

Haircuts, kit changes

and transfers were all

potential stumbling blocks

for Corinthian, but according to

Speed, these only increased the demand.
At the 1last count, they produced 12
different figures for David Beckham.

Before long, Corinthian were producing
figures for players across the globe,
wearing both their club and country kits.
Promotions with Tetley, Jaffa Cakes,
and Shell petrol to name but a few saw
Prostars given away with all of life’s
essentials. There were even Christmas
baubles available.

Corinthian were keen

to make hay, and
turned their arm at
creating rugby and
cricket figures 1n

the UK, and for the
most popular of the US-
based sports, as well as
football teams 1in Asia,
with the Japanese market
proving especially
lucrative.

But as with all crazes,
popularity began to wane,
and by the end of 1998,

Corinthian were looking for
an alternative. They shrunk
players down, but the new

Microstar figures were
nowhere near as popular
as their older sibling,
and the writing was on
the wall. An attempt to
rebrand them again, by

encasing the Microstars 1in
a chocolate tomb and calling
them Powerpodz was even less

successful.
It took until 2008, but the
demise of Corinthian PLC was

ultimately an unavoidable one,
and they ceased trading, ending
the production of a unique piece
of football history.

But Prostars’ legacy lives
on, with collectors across
the globe still feverishly
scouring late-night
auction sites for that one

missing player. A Tlook at
eBay’s recent completed dtems
list shows someone paid £220 for an

unreleased Steve Vickers (Middlesbrough)
figure, and £206 for Wimbledon’s Alan
Reeves. Meanwhile, a 1998 Frank
Leboeuf was someone’s for just

20p (including postage!).

The online archive of all
of Corinthian’s products
is a phenomenal piece of
work, and possibly deserves
an article of dits own.
Each figure is categorised,
photographed and broken down
by how many were produced.
You <can visit that at
corinthianprostars.com.

And as 1if to prove that
you’re never too old to buy
toys, I’ve just splashed
out £5.99 on a 1998 Arsenal
(away) Robert Pires.

I’m disappointed it’s the short-haired
version, and that he’s not smoking a
pack of Gauloises, but you can’t have it
all. Just another 19 to go to complete
the Invincibles...



Faki th I
It's around this time every year that teams across the country pose for their annual squad photo. Forget
that in most non-league photos, the majority of the players won't be there by the end of the season
(or even in a couple of weeks). Usually it's a case of 20 players in front of the main stand and job done,
but as these examples show, there’s always a bit of room for creativity. From hot air baloons (Spalding

Women) and steam trains (Sao Paolo) to municipal fountains (Nimes) and... a school climbing frame,
for some reason? (VVV Venlo), there’s barely an object a football team hasn’t posed infront of.

Spalding Women

Zenit St Petersburg



Tampa Bay Rowdies

ttle Sounders

Wimbledon




ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE TABLE

¥ ROLL CALL

D L GF GA GD PTS » )
g 3
1 Saffron Walden Town 1 1 21 9 12 19 < [}
2 2| & B
2 Redbridge 12 23 12| 11| 19 g = g g
< ) o o
3 Walthamstow 0 0 21 3 18 18
Adelani, Yemi 3(4) 2 3(4) 2
4  Stanway Rovers 1 2 18 9 9 16
Beck, Jason 8 1 27 (1) 3
5  Stansted 1 1 16 8 8 16 R K
Carnegie, Harrison 8 2 10 2
6 Athletic Newh 1 1 21 15 6 16
etic ewham Carvalho, Moses 4(3) 0 4(3) 0
7  Cockfosters 2 2 16 11 5 14 Cekrezi, Amarildo 9 0 9 0
8 FCClacton ! 3 13 4 1 13 Dauti, Gazmend 0 0 60 (1) 9
9  Enfield 0 2 13 6 7 12 Fletcher, Tommy 8 1 21 (1) 3
10 West Essex 0 2 14 8 6 12 Hallett, Jason 6 7 6 7
11 Takeley 0 5 17 19 -2 12 Homans, Courtney 9 0 9
12 Woodford Town 1 4 18 21 -3 10 Monsheju, Tim 0 0 7 (6) 2
13 Southend Manor 2 5 13 21 -8 8 Nolan-Samuels, Casey 0(2) 1 0(3) 1
14 St Margaretsbury 2 4 6 14 -8 8 Odukoya, Ayo 0(1) 0 0(1) 0
15 Little Oakley 0 3 10 12 -2 6 Okunja, Eman 4(5) 1 4(5) 1
16 Ilford 0 4 10 13 -3 6 Osei, Michael 8 0 24 (5) 1
17 White Ensign 0 5 14 20 -6 6 Paul, Airon 0(2) 0 0(2) 0
18 Hoddesdon Town 1 3 3 5 -2 4 Pinto, Adalberto 9 5 12 5
19 Clapton 1 7 11 20 -9 4 Scully, Connor 8(1) 3 31 (4) 8
20  Sporting Bengal United o 7 8 30 |-2|3 Sotoyinbo, Ollie 6(1) 4 6] 4
21 Sawbridgeworth Town 16 4 2 | -6 1 Spillane, Tommy 8 o 1BE o0
Wright, Joe 1(9) 1 1(5) 1

Last update 5/9/21.

« MIDWEEK FIXTURES

TUESDAY (ESL)

Little Oakley v Athletic Newham

Redbridge v Hoddesdon Town

St Margaretsbury v Cockfosters

Stanway Rovers v Stansted

Walthamstow v Saffron Walden Town

TUESDAY (FA CUP)
Enfield v Hadley

WEDNESDAY (ESL)

Clapton v Sawbridgeworth Town
Iiford v Takeley

Sporting Bengal United v Clacton
White Ensign v West Essex

Last update 5/9/21. Brackets indicate sub apps.

& RECENT RESULTS

FRIDAY (ESL)

West Essex 2-1 Stanway Rovers
Woodford Town 4-1 Southend Manor

SATURDAY (FA CUP)
Hadley 1-1 Enfield
Barking 3-2 llford

Little Oakley 2-1 Kirkley and Parkfield
Walthamstow 1-0 Berkhamsted

SATURDAY (ESL)

Athletic Newham 2-1 Clapton
Cockfosters 4-3 Stansted

Clacton 3-1 Sawbridgeworth Town
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Sporting Bengal Utd 2-1 Hoddesdon Town

Takeley 1-4 Redbridge

White Ensign 2-4 Saffron Walden Town



As Leyton FC (1868-1880)
FA Cup Second Round: 1875/6
FA Cup First Round: 1874/5, 1876/7, 1878/9

As Matlock Swifts (1890-1895)
Essex Junior Cup Winners: 1893/4
London Junior Cup Winners: 1894/5
Leyton & District Alliance Champions: 1892/3, 1893/4
Herald Cup Winners: 1891/2

As Leyton FC (1895-1904)
Essex Senior Cup: 1896/7, 1897/8, 1899/0, 1900/1, 1901/2,
1902/3
London Senior Cup Winners: 1903/4
South Essex League Champions: 1895/6, 1876/7, 1899/0,
1899/0
Walthamstow Charity Cup Winners: 1896/7
Walthamstow Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1897/8, 1901/2
West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1900/1

As Leyton FC (Professional) (1904-1912)
FA Cup Third Round: 1909/10
FA Cup First Round: 1910/1, 1911/2
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1908/9
Southern League Division 2 Runners-Up: 1905/6

As Leyton FC (1919-1976)
FA Amateur Cup Winners: 1926/7, 1927/8
FA Amateur Cup Runners-Up: 1928/9, 1933/4, 1936/7, 1951/2
FA Cup Second Round: 1925/6, 1929/30, 1951/2
FA Cup First Round: 1927/8, 1928/9, 1952/3, 1955/6
Athenian League Champions: 1928/9, 1965/6, 1966/7
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 1929/30, 1930/1, 1934/5
Essex Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1949/50
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1933/4, 1937/8, 1945/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1927/8
London League Champions: 1923/4, 1925/5, 1925/6
Essex T'side Trophy Winners: 1951/2, 1963/4, 1966/7, 1992/3
Essex Thameside Trophy Runners-Up: 1964/5, 1972/3
East Anglian Cup Winners: 1972/3
Grays & Tilbury Cup Winners: 1939/40, 1941/2 (shared)
Grays & Tilbury Cup Runners-Up: 1942/3
London Charity Winners: 1934/5, 1936/7
London Charity Runners-Up: 1932/3, 1946/7, 1966/7, 1970/1
West Ham Charity Cup Winners: 1929/30
West Ham Charity Cup Runners-Up: 1924/5, 1925/6
Leyton & Walthamstow Hospital Cup Winners: 1925/6

5 HONOURS

As Leyton-Wingate FC (1976-1992)
FA Cup First Round: 1985/6
Athenian League Champions: 1981/2
Athenian League Division One Champions: 1976/7
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1984/5
Isthmian League Division Two (N) Champions: 1984/5
Waltham Forest Darts League Division Two Champions: 1992

As Pennant FC and Walthamstow Pennant FC
(1965 - 1995)
London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5
SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70
SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3
London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5
London Met League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 1979/80, 1981/2
London Met League Int. Cup Runners-Up: 1977/8, 1978/9
Spartan League Winners: 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1
Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8
Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 1988/9,
1990/1

As Waltham Forest FC and Leyton Pennant FC
(1995-2018)
Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6
Eastern FloodLlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9
Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7
Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7
London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7
All-England Veterans Cup Winners: 2001/2, 2003/4
Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6
Essex Veterans Cup Winners: 2017/8, 2018/9
Len Cordell Trophy Plate: 2020/1

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4
EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6
Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6

Awards
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012
Essex Senior League Programme of the Year: 2017/8
Soccer Swap Shop ESL Programme of the Year: 2018/9,
2020/1 (Runner-up 2019/20)



WALTHAMSTOW

SAFFRON WALDEN TOWN

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE
TUESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2021

MANAGERS:
JOHN MACKIE & TERRY SPILLANE

Amarildo Cekrezi
Courtney Homans
Tommy Spillane
Michael Osei
Tommy Fletcher
Jason Beck
Harrison Carnegie
Adalberto Pinto (C)
Jason Hallett
Ollie Sotoyinbo
Connor Scully

Moses Carvalho

Yemi Adelani

Casey Nolan-Samues
Eman Okunja

Joe Wright

VO O NON U A WWNR

=
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MANAGER:
JASON MAHER

James Young
Scott Pethers
Tom Skelton
Ryan Fleming
Jamie Riley
Michael Toner
Craig Calver
George Pullen
Ross Kochan
Alfie Hilton
Gavin Cockman

Matthew Baxter
Oliver Emsden
Jake Noble
James Solkhon
Ruemu Abutoh

NEXT MATCHES

Hadleigh United (H)
11.9.21// 3PM

West Essex (H)
14.9.21 // 7.45PM

Takeley (H)
18.9.21 // 3PM




